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And-in this we do not sgek to teach tho
Press of that country better or moro gentlo.
manly manners, but simply ask the authee.
itios to put tho laws in forco against violent
vagabonds and ther abottors.

Thoso poople profoss to hnvo established
codes of national law for themselves, but as
their delinition has not baon accopted by tho
civilized world it follows that they can only
cnforco thom by persistence and importun.
ity~~this claim for compensation on tho Ala-
bama case is ono in point, Mrv. Seward in
ono of his interminable despatches on® this
juestion goes back to the Rovoly of the
North American Colonigs in 1775 to shew
that Holland, a professed noutral country,
had allowad no privateers to be fitted out in
hor ports. But the privateer Paul Jones
carried his prizes and prisonors to theToxel.
Yet England demanded no compensation
for want of sympathy in that case, nor from
tho Dutch for furnishing tho robels with
arms and munitions of war. ,

It is o strango doctrine to find that when
a nation is engaged in an internecine con-
test she expects hor ngighbors to guard her
coast and protect her commerce, yet this js
the vory doctriue propéunued bv thoge as-
tute negotiators, fiessrs. Seward and Fish,

England did wrong in not at once recog-
nizing the South, as it was evident sho had
overy oloment necessary tc national success
excopt the liberty to purchase the munitions
of war 1n a noutral port, & liberty accorded
to the North American States to the fullest
oxtenf. Now, it may fairly bo asked, what
claims hayo those peoplo to set all interna-
tional law at deflance. Theo answer is none.
They are mierely viewed as ignorant bullies
who would be vicious if they dared, and are
treated with civil contempt by every powor
oxcopt Great Britain.

“Their conduct to ths poople of Canada for
a whole genoration has been most insulting
and contemptiblo, and it has horno its prop-
er fruits in dotestation of their institutions
and contompt for themsalves. The system
of bullyism hes piaced an 1mpassible barrior
hetween both countries, an isa far more
powerfal agent of reparation in political and
social intorests than five thousand miles of
ocesn wonld be.

Tus veturn of Lt.-GovernorMcDougal and
his cabinot to Canada has virtually left the
Red River Tervitory in the hands of the -
surgents for the present; from the concur-
rent testimony of gentlomen who have ro-
sided there Ulofore the emuete, it is pos
sible that the mission of Cols. Ermatinger,
de Salaberry, snd the Grande Vicaire will be
successful in disarmirg all opposition and
bringing tho people to reason.

It i3 not necessary to charge the outbreak
to uny particulur party or even any single
cause ; many motives nojdoubt led toit.
Prominent amongst all others is the land
question, and any one who will take time to
consider will be convinced that this was the

primary and moying cause with tho mass of
tho people. Thew Maa seoms to have beon

l that the new government would malke radi-

cal changes in the disposition of the land
anq probably wits tonure, and unfortunate.
1y tho surveys undortaken gayoe neople who
know nothing of tho rensons for which thoy

were undertaken, causo for alarm and suspic.

ion which subscquent events-appoear to hava
confirmed; then came the formation of the
Executive Council from which nll tho odu-
catod people of the Red River settlemont
wore oxcluded, tho joalousy nnd dissalis-
faction of tho ofiicers and servants of the
Hudson Bay Company—and tlis feeling was
into.sified by the injudicious conduoct of
somo of the employees of the Domunion
Government.  lhe intrigues of tho A+.ari-
cans and [enian intorferance coming in
ab o Iater period, if they exercised any in-
fluence; it was all thoso together producet
this outbroak which appesrs to have haen
aggravated by the manner in which the
agents of the Governmbdnt expeotant dealt
with it.  As the wholo of this mattorwill
doubtless form a subject for parlinmentary
discussion nnd inquiry in which all the true
facts will be olicited, it is as well that the
public should wuspend judgemeat til the
whole caso is before them.

It is evident, however, that o complica-
tions can bo allowed to interforo with tho
acquisition of the territory by Canada, and
not only that, but also British Columbia. If
this outbreak at Red River did nothing
moro than convince Canadian statesmen of
the necassity for satling seriously to worlk to
eftect railway communication bLetwoen this
country and the North West ferritory, it
has done the state good service.

A railwsy from Montreal to Fort qury‘

would bo 1,200 miles in length, and would
cost say $50,000 per mile, completed and
equipped, making a sum of $£63,500,000 or

As this subject will doubtless also oc.
cupy much public attention the discussion
of its dotailsis postponed for tho present,
bacauso the policy to bo pursued before
the railway becomes une fait accompli is of
ntore consequence nt present.

Parliament will meot in Fobruary vl
the complication at the Rad Riverwill doubt.
less give ocowsion for much parly mancou.
viing bul the publio have t. deal with the
simple fact of how tho tountry is to ba hold
and governed. .

Tho Voruxtexn Rrvizw recommended
the empleyinent of tho Royal Canadian
Rifles and a strong Voluntecr forco not to
coorce but to prevent o ropetition of the out.
broak Evory one who nus doma from Fort
Garry declares that if all pacific overtures
fuil, 2,000 troops thrown into the terrilocy
will crush out tho vebellion without firing o
shot. Nothing exists to provent that boing
done within six weeks from the opening of
navigation, and it is a contingoney that peo.
plo are propared for.

‘Tins emcumstance then detormines the
character of settlement as that of a military
colony which will bo, after all, the cheapest
and most efficient as n safoguard against
troublesomo neighbours and troublesome
Tadinns,

The Governmont must of necessity b
named nnd appointed by the Dominion
Government, but care should be taken to
have the Executive Council wholly of the
peoplo to be goverened; n Governor, Sec-
rotary, Attorney Goneral, and probably a
Collecaor of Customs, ave all that ought, in
Justico to the poople o. Red River, be sent
there, as they can dubtless supply the rest.

Tux vecords of the year 1869 are marked
by many stirving ovents calcnlated to pro-

mote tho progress of civilization and the

, wdvancement of arts and science, and many

£12,700,000 sterling, o large sum, no doubt, | others of that grave and solemn chavacter

but if there is-any fuith wn tho futurs of this
country, or value in the developement of
the North West territory, a mere bagatello
in comparison of the advantages to bo
gained.

Thbe improvements already undertaxen
are merely fomporary and will do for a year
er 80, but the question can no longer ba
ovaded and the people of tanada must
either make up theirminds tolose the terri-
tory or spend the money. Already the Ca:
nada Gazelle contains o nolice of an applica.
tion to be made ab next session of Parlin.
ment for a Bill to incorporatd a private
wmpany to build the proposed ryilway. It

such a charter must look to securing some
advantage beyond tho t affic arising on the
route to mako the project pay as a profitable

‘investment, and after all thoy would have a

monopoly of a traffi¢ which will be in & few
years enormous.  Therae is no good reason,
but on the contrary very urgent ones, why
Canadashould not build this railway herself.

, whose eftects will be felt by succeeding gen-

erations for good or ovil, and theref.ce re-
quire time for development. A retr.rvec-
tive review of the principal events will be
instructive and furnish natter for serious
refloction,

Boginning with Canada~the progress
made in developing tho country has been
most remarkable; blessed with an sbundant
harvest and resting under the wegis of the
British flag, the peuple contentod with a
liberal constitutional Government, and

, thoroughly satisfied with their institutions,

have no place or room for modern revolu.

) tionary doctrines or ideas.
is very evident thatauy company secking

‘The principal political ents whichhardly
produced 2 yipple on the anruffled tenor of
social life has been the conciliation of the
peoplo of Nova Scotia, whose political sensi
bilities were outraged at the manner in

which the union of the Proyince with Cana--

da was effected, and the disregard, real or

apparent, of the interests of the people
thoreof. As the Union, to he offective,

‘__._—“



