—

-
e - b T A—— b e A S ey A S 1t At = s <.

1180

July noxt, on which day tho pulpit will be de-
clated vacant. The Rev. J. O. Tibb, of
Streetsville, was appointed moderator in the
interim. ‘Fhe followivg appeared and wero
oxamined with a view to liceuso, and the ex.
aminations being sustained wero duly licensed
to proach the Gospel, viz, Mesars. A. L.
Budje, B.A., John Burnett, B.A., J. A. Mc-
Kenzie, J. MeNreoll, BLA., R, A. Mitchell,
B.A , James Skene, T. D. McCullough, J. W.
Borland, 3 A., A. Mahafly, B.A., and E, A,
Heary, B 8. The attention of the P'resby-
tery being dirccted to the reports given of
procecdings by one of tho ovening papers it
was axreed to sppoint a conmitteo who shail
bring in a report 10 next meeting of Prosby-
tery recommendiog what action it iy decmed
wisest 10 take in referenco 1o reportivg the
mectingy of Presbytery. It wasreported that
a copgregation had Leen organized at Kow
Beach and that a 10l of membership to the
tumber af cighteen had been fofmed, with
niucteon adherents, The following overturo
to the General Assembly was adupted, and
Messrs, R P MecKay and J. A, Turnbuli ap-
poiutod to support it on the floor of Assemn-
bly. ** Whereas too listle time has been
aliowed to enalle Presbyteries to cousiderand
givo a satisfactyry expression of opiuion as to
irofcasorial appointinents in Kuox College ;
\'hcrua only eight Presbyteries had made
nominatiotls previous to the timo of the wmeet-
ing of the Board, at which action was taken,
aud only sixtecn Presbyteries have made
pominztions up to the preseut titno ; Whereas
gentlemen bave been nomwinated by this and
otherPresbyterics whoso uames cannot be con-
sidered intelligently by the General Assembly,
inasinuch as little 1s known as to their views
regarding such appoiatments ; Whereas tho
resiination of Rev. Prof. Gregg is to be con-
sidered by the General Assembly. and should
it bo acceptod, a re-arraugeméut of the Depart.
tnents taught in the College may Lo considered
desirable,—sshich fact would have an import-
ant bearing on tho selection of a Professor or
Profcasors as might Le deemed advisable.
Therefore the General Assembly is hambly
overtured to reimt tho matter of an appoint-
ment to the Board, with instruction to re-
©) nsider all tho circuzustances of tho case, to
sgrin ask I'resbiyteries for naminations, to
make inquirics at to such men as Prosbyteries
tnay notiiinate, or others whose names may bo
presouted, and to inake s recommmendation to
the Geueral Asserubly at its next wneeting.”—
R. C. T, Clerk.

‘Correspondence.

.Xnox College Alumni.
Editor PRESDYTERIAN REVIEW ;

Sie,-~Tho Alumni Association of Knox
College has for its object *° the advancement
of tho interests of tho College.” Iethaps
thero has never been a time in the history of
the College whon her welfaro has been more
concerned than tho present. Tho lamented
death of Prof. Thompson and tho tendered
tesignation of the veunerable professor of
Cliurch History, Dr. Gregg, lcave tho staff
depleted ; and though the professors who
remainas niea of ability and commaud the
fullest confidence of the Church in Canada,
and have a high position among the lcadera
of Praabyterianiam throughout the world,
vet wo feel that the fature welfare of RKnox,
»oth as to the character of her work and as
to the auppurt she wnay cxpect from the
Church, depends to a large extent upon the
appointment ot appointinests made o the
vacent chairs. Owiog to an crror in the
minutes of the Assembly, tho notifying of
Preabyteries of the Boatd’s desire to nom-
wate a professor was delayed untila very
recent date, conscyucutly thero has been
lack of time o forward the Board properly
comsidered nominstions, so much so, that
only aboat onc.tifth of the preabiyteries re-
portad to the Boanl within the apecified
e, and of those reporting ono nominated
to the chair of History, for which no nomi.
tation had Leen asked, and another suggest
©d a yearrangemment of the aubjects and the
-proinmnem of two permanent lecturers,
Sulnequent to the meeting of the Board it
has appeared {zomn the public press that
wore than one 'reabylery recommend a Te-

The Presbyterian Review.

arrangoment of aubjeots. Such rearrange-
ment, of course, cannot be made until tho
Assombly has taken action upon Professor
Grogy'a resigontion.  The executive of this
association hns thercfore taken steps to as.
certain the mind of the Alumni upon the
question, as to whether in view of all tho
circumstancos the wolfare of the College will
not be best conserved by a year’s delay in
appointments. So far, a considerable num-
ber have been heard from, and tho prevail-
ing opinion secmns to favor delay. Tho in.
formation obtained from a fuller reply will
Lo placed in tho hands of the Chairman of
tho Callege Board as acon as received.

In taking this action tho executivo has
beenactuated by tho singlo desiroto sccure the
best interests of tho College, and not to
either oppose or further the appointment of
anyjpatticular nomince,

W. A, J. ManTIN,

Toronto, May 31, 1895, Scc. Exec. Com.

Students and Mission Work.
Lditor PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW :

Si,—Tho question of making it compulsory
for cach graduativg student of theology, or
for esch mnister coming into our Church from
other religions bodies 10 spend a year iu tho
mission field before being eligiblo for a call,
has lately ariscn, and we believe likely to be
acted upon, or at least cornsidered at mezt
meeting of the General Assembly. Wo be-
tove this sgitation has not sprung upin the
Church withbuut some adequate causo or com-
bination of causes. = We have faith inthose
who make tho Jaws of our Church, and believo
them to bo doing what they consider is best
for the welfarc of that Churchas a ‘whole.
Thero are many difficultics conpected with tho
proper distributionof menthathave, no dosbt,
helped to bring about the recommnendation
sub:nitted to the Churches last General Asseru-
by, and in view of the fact that it was con-
sinercd aworthy and a right thing to do under
tho circumstances, wo feel like compmendiog
thocommittee, if not for their good judgment,
at least, for theirdesire to do the best ibhle
for the advancement of the cause of the Gos-
pel of Christ. .

We have, further, no less (aith in the sinceri-
ty and devoted lives of those who have comimit-
ted themselves to tho care of the Church, as
students of theology ; and hold that only thoss
who aro not only willing, but anxious to ad-
vance the cause of our Lord, are, in any sense,
worthy to be called servauts of the Churceh, or
rather of the Head of the Charch of Christ.
Only such aro likely to bo in any sense, vaeful
iu advancing the causo of our Lord, and, there-
fore, in so far as it is possiblo to know, only
such should Le employed by the Chorch.
And, speaking generally, we Leliove thatsuch
are the men whom our Cuurch employs to day,
and who offer themselves as students and can-
didates for the ministry of tho Presbyterian
branch of the Christian Church.

Bat it thisbe true, then wo are told that
those wmen are worthy the confidence of the
Church to which they have devoted them-
stives,and have a right to expect, to some
extent, that contidence belore it is passible to
perforin the mest efficicnt work in the servico
1n which they aro ongaged. If they are worth
the confidencoof the Church they should get
it ; il not they havo mo right to beengaged
by her to serve in the aacred work of wiuning
son’s to the Master of all, and baildiog up
men in that moa? high and noble calling,

Oneof the aims of the Christian Church is
to develop men, and if 30, in apeaking of men
generally, itis surely of first importance that
they who are to be the representatives of that
church should, themaclves be atrong, well de-
veloped ien.  Now, truo wen are notalaves
inany senseof the word, unless it Yo volan.
tary slaves in the scrvice of the -one great
Masterof xll.  They ato men who donght
bLecause they recogmize it as right, 1ot becanse
compelled to do 30 Ly any lormn of legislation,
Ve it civil or cccleatastical. We htﬁg. then,
that any attewpt to leyislate, on the part of
the Chu'ch, at least in the direction proposed,
atwe understand it, would not be elevaticg in
its effect upon the mea it is intended o con-
trol by it, bLut, on the other hand, at the ont.
setbeapeaks a Jack of confidencs invhe mea
smployed, by tho Church who exploys them,

aud thua tends to lower tho standard of freo
sud independent manhcod by csusing men to
feel that thoy do not possess the confidenco of
the Church in vrhose iuterests they labor,

Then, as to the advautago, or otherwise, to
the Church herself, what is likely to bo tho re.
sult! This is the questiou of most import.
anco. Is such legislation as that praposed,
likely to provo a real benefit to the Churcht
We think not. Jatheo first place, men witha
few cxceptions, who ate likely to submit to
the preposed now regulations would do so, to
some _cxteut at least, only becauso they feel
bound to do so and to that extent their work
would tend to be wauting in that zeal and
freedom, that independent, individual work,
which, whilo not necessaiily out of harmon
with any of the higher aud essential princi.
ples of church government, must attach to
tho successful worker in the Church of Christ.
It is, nodoubt, true, as we have eliowed above
in supposing a few exceptions, thatsome men
might rise completely above any such con-
siderations, and would submit to the ruling of
the Church’s Assembly without fecling them-
selves affucted by it. But such would not be
the rale.  We must remember that mea aro
all human, and also that tho best way by
which to be ablo to continue to patdepend-
enco in & man, is to let him know thathe is
trusted. But this being true, would the result
of tho proposed regulation of the Church buan
advantage to her in the matter of moro efficiont
work? o can ses room for but one auswer,
No, it could not be.

There is, further, a view of the matter of
extremo importance to the Church, and one
which wo canuot afford to overlook, viz., the
ynestion of retaining our men for work in the
Csusdian Church, at home and abroad.

Thereis a class of wmen, and not usually
that clasy who do tho least efficient work,
who sre not willing to work under any feeling
of compulsion at any time, and who are likely,
in event of sny such being impesed upon
them, to break tho ties that bind them to the
Canadian Church and find congenial work and
plenty of it, in other fields. While recogniz-
10g, o far as it , our obligation to the
home Church, at the sama time we are bound
to feel that in tho Kingdom of God there are
no uational lines, and no race distinctions,
and that it msy, aoder certain circumstances
be even possible to servs tha Church more effi-
ciently upon the whole, by desertingthe boms
field entirely and emblracing the work where
moro real freodom is offcred and yetwhen the
Suo ot Rightoonsness shinesno less brightly to
wanmnmen's hezris and pive them strength to
perform His work.  The result, this beingthe
case, would bo fewer men in the home field,
and hence, not & gain, but a real loss to the
home Church in the end, This would, there-
fore, be only to defoat the object for which we
must sapposo said legislation to bo made.

There 1is lastly the question, what wounld
likely bo the result of such legislation as to
the glory of Godl All efeciave preaching
has been done by iudividasls and not by the
Church 2s abody. Wo believe that men are
called to a particalar sphere in tho vineyard of
Chirist, by the Spitt of God, and that that
spirit speaks through a body of Christisn
pevple.  Hence, wo hold that as soon as men
are fully squipped for tho preaching of-the
Word, 23 agreed a‘ron by the Church hemelf,
they are fitted to do better work in thatyar-
ticular place, to which they are ralled thanin
any other, in which case, for the Chureh assn
organization to undertake, for a year, to atand
between » minister and tho people to whom
hoiscalled to preach, for tho sake of resere-
ing his services for what sho m.y comsider
some more needy field, wonld not, in the end,
edvance, but hinder the work of that laborer
in the advanceruent of Chirist’s kingdom.

1f our Presbyterian Church is to remaiu
Protestant, and an advocate of perfect freo-
dowmn to those who are i Christ, let her stop
ard thiok what tho movement means to her-
elf as well as to thowe whom it niore directly
conoerns, beforo passing any legislation thatis
likely to hinder the development of frecand
independent manhood in her servants, or to
leswen the amount, and cfficiency of the work
dono by them in her service.

Yours, ete., A, F- Caxr
Alanitoba Callege, Winnipeg,
My 243h, 1895



