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OUR THEOLOGIOAL HALLS.

hNUN COLLFWY
S HF USITY OF THE CIIDRCIE ANE LUDRUL
UNtoN"

Fuoorowine s he remaindes of Rev DPaof
MacLarn's lotare on Y The Unity of th
Church an | Chunh Umon,” delivered ot thie |
apenirg of hruox Coltegre 4th o —

e Ddlaoger, Iy b Loteresting volume
on the re mifon of Chrlatend m, sapplics an
excellen vxamp e o ihe veasuning 10 which
we reler  bat which aidoniuna ey 13 by no
meaniy phacd Lo the Munich Piofe-sor,  Thi
diwdng osh d b avine plevds camestly for the
incorporatlon +  ali the ¢ harches of Christen-
dom, Eastan i Wesl, int+ one grand eceleslas
tleat orginfzation, which he scent to desire
shll be equally temoved irom the Fotestant
fam of the helwmation, and the Catholicism
of 1he Vainan L ouncil

Me e1s ou wih the precarious as«crtion
that such o unton st be possible, for it
ous duty,’ which luoks very ke a aew verlon
of the obd P'elagr i manim that, Vabdlity hmits
" Pat pissing this over for wha!

respulisl 1y
s more lmp wtant, he weites, Ythar Chiisy, the
Founie u!lahc! aurch, destred and eng ined

ps amityascen ' In His euchanstic prayer we
read, ' That ihey all miy e one, thal as
Thou, Fither, arl in Me, and 1in Thee, they
also may be one in u-, that the world may
behieve that Thw hastsem Me  He empha
sizev the fact that *'the unity of Chtistian
believers 1e ftsell to zenve as the mransw a
further end o is to be a testimony for the
worll in general, and for all na fons, of the
truth an 1 divinivy of the teaching of Lhnst ”
tp 183 e cluses hiv volume with thess
words, 2 {drewe ) espeaially to Licrman Chris
tians+ * Bu il we are willing to march to thas
cuntest, we murch under a beader whose name
may lespite the most fan-fearted wili et
age,  Urds He from whom descends e\clr good
and perfect pif , whose word isnot yet fulh led,
Lut must be fulilled In time to ¢ smr  ** There
shail we o e fold and one shepherd "' (p 105)
I 1s snpertant o ascer ab i the meaning of
i s Lnguage, here guuoted, Al L beaning
up the wit y of the Chureb, and the re-union
of T ardenddom,  From the manner in which
e Iwiinger handles ity it is evident that of
he and ins fnends of the U Latholie par y,
have, winee the Vatiein Councily broken wubh
K ume, they have ot broken with the Romuh
ie v of the Church e asumes, as quietly
as il v never had been dispure d, tha the one-
ne-s for which Chest prayed, and which He
intimared as 4 fact in re}ncnce w st uerh,
1l bn xvie 28, and Maithew «d 18] 1 the
wa'y, o, at least, imolves the unity of a
sisible srgamzstion  1le quotes, probably f 1.
luw g the \ algate, the woids * There shall be
one {odd and vneshephent.'  Iad be examined
the 41 veh, he would huve seen chat the wonlds
{up o d FiE Touir) will not bear ths
renilers @, | ut must be trans'ated, as they are
i our Kevi ed Vermon, ‘one flck, one shep-
herd  Bur what constitutes 3 flock ang, 18
an he enclosure 1 which they are folded, bu
th relauon they susiain te each other and
cip.aialy to the shepherd, whose sheep they
are, and whose v ace they obey.  There it no-
thit g 10 thas text which 13 unlaltilled, or which
ficcussant'y contemptates that all Constians
shall yet be embraced in one extetnsl otganisa.
tan. \When we turn to Chnst's prayer in
§ ‘hn xvi 24, we disco.ef ho petition that all
Chrstran . may be united in one vinb'e society,
Tae worts ran, '* That they all may be one ;
as Thou, Father, art in Mc and [ 1a Thee:
gat"the worid may believe that Thou hast seat
e

" When 1t is assumed as self evident that
the reference here is to an outward and visible
unity, almost the fiest thiu ht which suggests
ftsell is  1las this prayer remained unanswered
for eiphteen centutics?  Qr, (aking ihe most
favourable view of the facis of history, shall we
say, it was answered for five or six ¢:nturies,
until the unfortunate division bztween the East
and the Wes', and overlooked ever since?
And may it not be asked, ** If this prayer was
unanswered as Tespedts so many pencrations
which ate gone, who can assrre us that ft will
prove more potent fur the gencrations ta come ?

1h1s interprewation of Chuist's prayer cannot be
correct.”

But as we examine the prayer ftself, this
¢onVICLION FIOWS UPOn us .

1 It 12 2 prayer, as we gather from vetse 20,
for all Chr t's believing people then in the
wotld, and **for them also which shall believe
oa me ihrough thar word.,” It is a prayer
which 15 presented expressly for all b: icvers,
from Chiist's day to theend of ime,  There s
no reference to an external soclctzumade up of
a'l sorrsof men. 10 iecludes none but behievers,

2, What is asked on their behali do s not
include the orpanic unity of the vitible Church,
It 14 2 prayer that believers may be vne.  Buat
fa what respect 7 Lertainly not one in every-
thing o onc imagines that the meamny 13,
thar they shall be one in stature, colow or
nattonally ! No une believes that they shall
be cnein lrarming, men ai powers, or general
culture.  Why then should we supposs they
must be one in the professton of falth which
they make, the sacraments they e joy, and the
ecc esiastical povernment ander which they
lve? Such a meaning must be put ants
Chnst s worde, from some othet source, bef re
1L can e extratted Jrom them.  The lapguage
cf arly points 10 a unity of a very different
kind . ** As Tnou, Father, att in Me, and lan
Thee, that th y all may be on: in 08 It
cannol be suppored thal this uniy i realired
in afi the members of & sidble society which
includes Lath believers and reprobutes.  He-
probates who ate acknowledged by B:liarmine
to have a place in the Causch cannot be one
in the Father and the Son,  Judas Iscariot
and Smon Magus were not In the company
for whom Chunist hete prays, and did not share
1 the biesung suught, but they were both
m=mbers uf the visible Chureh,

3 liis claimed, however, that the end for
which this oneness of believers is soighy, iz,
* That ihe world might bxli ve thay Thouhas
sent me,” amplies & waty which s visibie and
palpabe  Ih 133 hinger atiaches preat wea, ht
10 1his consideraton, and we would ad it its
fore:  prded it & uld be showa 1har the
uniy of & grear visible organiz aon is the only
ttung the wurl | can sec and be impeessed by
Bu such a u.ily dues not necessanly lead the
world ts believe  When the character and
spar 4 of the orgasdzation happ w10 be bad, 1)
may have the very opp site odf=ct {1 es only
when the members of (e vis ble Lhureh ites
wa o an thoir bves thie spar 1 of Chnisy, that the
wotid ¢+ § npressd , anid we se dite to think
thar the impresston wall nat iepend s much
L et eing grouped in one, of o many
vislile urgamzad ns, as gpon the fxeagty of
e Lhives,  History podes contempt upan the
dream toat the wor o 1s v Le comverted through
the m tesston ntde by the vty of a preat
conp ¢ siabee doaety +f all sonis of men,
la tve Western par o Lhiteteudom, {0t to
the Ib faman n thete was an ex 1nal viab'e
ani ¥ da ke Crwrch, but the world was na
comerted by 11 We di not elaim pertection
for th Lhns an word, on s pr s 61 didad

state, bat no une can aswr  that e state of
matiers was betier then, 11 i3 aotonous ihat
u bebel and immoially wer  then rampant,
an i the high places of the Churh were dis
graced by ever)y kind vf enormity We need
nat o beporal D Dolin ers tesumony.
1 No Jdosbt ' he wirites, *a crear punfica
tion ant renewal of the Cnuech in the
suxteenth cenlury was a pressiog neet 3 the
condrion of things had besome vntenalie and
intolsaable.” {0, 14.) Smobing very differ
eat from the unity of & vast ecclesiastical core

poration fs needed 1a convinee the world of the
divicity of Chrat’s misson.

\\'ermld tha) Chiist’s prayer be anewered,
and his pronise that theee shall be ** one flock
and on shephierd,” has been made pood, His
petition for the untty of belevers dogs por
st.nd alone an this prayer,  There are other
peidiions whote meantog should guide us in
understarating thie I verse 17 he prays
Mmane iy them through the trath 1 thy wor
is teth T To this petithn there 18 given &
thectold answert (1) Fundamental, (3) pro-
qrssive, and (3) pert stan finad, - Hvery liviog
Chentian has been sanentied, e has exper-
jeneed a fandamental spiritual changs, In which
the telenir g power of s is broken, his heart
15 devated o Lrod, and prace i enthroned as
the ruter of hos Lifs,  The transformation of the
character and fife thu  Legon, advances pro-
grecdvady, and the L hrntun *asenabled atore
and more to die uite ain and live unto
tighteousners,” until the work is perlected as
the beiiever enters vo the glory to come,

€ hrist's prayer for the hotingss of his people
1 not upanswered, because the Chistian'’s hi
on ear t s marsed by sin, and a2 divine order
15 observ d in vonteriug the blessing,  And
why should we n ¢ bouh forasimilar falfilment
of Chnst's promibse, and 3 corresponding ana
wer v bl pet Lion 17 'heo enest of believers?
This 13 exacly what we bind as we stady the
Holy Seripturer We have scen that the ones
ness of belivvers with Lhist and with each
other in him, ig 30 1ts most fandamental aspect,
an accomphished faet  We have seen that so
far as the conscious personal umficanion of the
believer wi h Cunst and with those who bear
his Imagee is coreerned, the work is progressive,
and shatl inatly attain a glory ws completeness
and pefectton.  The Seriptare evidence for
either the present or ultimate organic unity of
the visibic € rureh on earth, disapparsassoon
as it it undesstood thay the Chvich for which
C Hu prajed, and whose unity he announied
as a fact, £ not a visible Socie'y of all sorts of
men, bul the body of Chint, made up of the
Lord & redeemed, **oul of evety Lindred, and
tungue, and people, snd nation.”

ffut there 14 another ¢ msideration which
Protes anty, at least, should no+ overtook,
we seek umty in the lne indicsted by the
Tractarfan o nuepion of the Church, as a
visthle Siciety of miaed mutal Jements, we
must be ready tu adsamee funhes than even
they are prepared to go [t will not suffice to
hive a number of independent nauonal
Chuiches, whether Pefatic or Preshy cnan,
all moae led after the same pattern, and hold.
ing ¢ mmuoion with cach othir, and unmtedly
«mbracing all Chnstendom,  This gives simi-
lavity, bul net uneness in the vi-ible Church

According to the Trac'arian 1desa ol the
Chureh, 10 whith some Evangelical Chus
dans svem tu be partially en anglud, there are
three things i which the Chuich 3 one, viz,
{1} the fauh profewed {2) the sacraments cne
J yed, and {3) the g vennnent under which its
members live,  EBul oneness in goverament, in
this connectivn «an © ly mean one govern
ment  Feanee, Swizertand, and the United
Sates of Amenca, are all Republies, living in
feiemlly relations with each other, but we can
not predicateumty of theie rovernment, fiof will
we ever be able to do »0, until these thtee
Hepublics are merged in one.  The Church
of England and ihe Protestant Episwcopal
Chuteh 1o the United States, live under the
same furm of U wernment, and are on the
most fnendly retaiiins with each other, but
they are not one Church, The numerous

1es which form the Predbyterian Alliance
are substanuially sdenticalin ¢reed, sacraments,
and form of government, but they are notone
Church ; because they do not live under one
government, or subimit 1o & common authority,
he togic of Kome 18 nexorable, I govern.
ment enters inta the definntfon of the Church,
whete there 1s one Church thete mu t be one
government,  1f the unity promised by Christ
10 His Chureh has relation to the fo 4, and not
to the flock, there must be one fold in which
all the sheey are found,  What s promised s
nol met by numetous sheepofolds seatiered
peacefully over the world, although all model.
led after one pa tern.

‘The oneaess must respeet all the elements
which eater int0 the definitfon of the Chureh,
Aud If government and or, anitation enter 1nto
the conceprion of the Church, to which pertain
the promises, there can be only one govern
ment and one orgasization in the Church,
This is what the Papacy dreams, and then
teaches, what Trastatianism logically demands,
and what some bewildered Protestanty seem to
be feeling after 1n the durk, but it s precisely
what the Word of God does not teach,  \What
is sct up before us in the sacred page is not one
shepherd and one sheepfod, but *fone shep.
hetd, one flock.”

We have scen that Chrst has not com.
manded, ot promised the organi¢ union of the
vinible Chuich, except in so far as it may be
invelved an that higher spititual union which
makes all bellevers one with Chnst, and one
with each other I Elim.  Jt it an interesting,
important, and by no means an easy question
tu vedide, how far a cordial tecogny ¥n of this
spairuwal unlty of b lievery, should carry usin
the duection of the organic union of the
visible Lhurch, It seems reas mable to believe
that where exisiing divisions are due, 28, no
doubt, sume of them ste, ta pride, passion,
seli-will, pgudice and removable ignorance,
that & ncher laptism of the spirit of Christ, and
a closer approxymation to the lving centre of
unity, wou d lead divided Christianstocast a
btidg- ovir the gulf of separation, and come
together n visible unity.

We eannot, however, assume that any mea.
suin of grace, attainable in this world, will
isure ah wndivided state of the visible Church
fur two teasons, vz, (1) On nearly all ques.
tions of impoitance thinkieg minds are halle
10 arnve at somewhat different views. Jn
{hilosophy, science and history, earnest and
honest thinkers examine the same data, and
deaw from them diverse conclusions,  Cerntaln
it is that no meanare of geace which has ever
yet descended upon the Church of God has
icd, (ven its moat devoted members, to think
atike on matters of Chrivlian doctnine, and we
can scarcely assume that the governmentof the
Church s likely, in the furute, 10 prove an
excepuion i1 God hal promised the anuy
of the visible Church, we would expect him (o
fiud some way to overcome the fmpetfecttons
of the human mind, but in the alsence of such
2 promise, our expectation- must be regulatea
by the liphis of experience, {2} We have no
reas 0 du beheve thay an undivaded state of
U e Church would promote the hi hest welfare
ol the body of Chust.  There are natral
{imnts to the extent of any vrgamization, com
mereiab e §yor eecleaasticd whichcan te con-
trolled sucas fully by man,  Iluman amtation
has ofien s ught toestachish a univer<al empere,
bur human sesoatees have never been found
equal w it suecesstuladminisyanea, And we
may safely aflitn, that & univeral Church
would be as surely a misgoverned Charely, asa
wniversal enpite would be a misgoverned em-
pite *  Those who bzlieve that a umversal
Chureh ix the only channe of saving grace,
atd that 1t hus, in some wiy, teen clothed
wich antalib hy, may give a foread submisaon
ot - qule, but vthers wil rech a government
more capatne of dealicg intetlizently with their
intercsiy 3nd advancing thoe wedfoe
In derermining the azea over which a par-
ticntae Crurch sh- ol extund, many considera
tions, hngestc, national, ;:cograyhical and
pliical, neel to be catelally weighed § and
sancuifiel common sense will tind amp'e play.
F r heee, in the words of our Conlession, we
deal with **cucumstances oonceening the
governroent of the Church, common to huran
actous and gocieties, which are to be ordered
by the tight of nature and Christlan prudence,
sccording to the geneeal rutes of the Word,
which are always 1o Le obtcrved.”

Buteven when we confine our alfentlon to &
single country where one visible Church ¢could
efficiently attend to the eccleslastical Interests
of the people, very cerlous difficultles stand in
the way of an Incorporatiogunlon,  We admit
that Insuch a case an undivided state of the
vl ible Church ls the ideal condltion of thivps.
This, however, does pot throw much hight
practically on (he autalnableness of swch a
unlon, as we thve Ina world where idels are
not penerally reabzed,  An ideal m n is pro
bably one who is always in perfect healih, who
never makes mistahes or acts foolishly, and
never disregands his veiphbours rights, and
always acts from pute and exalted prnciple,
wha loves God with all his heart, and his
neighbour as himsell Tt is no du & more
desirable that we sheuld alm at this #deal as
closelv as possible. Dot were we to devote
ourselren to search for such §de 1 men, or ghe
ourse'ves to study the sochal arrangements
sultable for such & ** Coming Race,” we might
proLably spend a great deal of valuable time,
which might be more wefully devoted to sems
thing e's+,  And we may add, that as {deal
wmen and fdeal Churches are ve:{:!oscly con
neeted, they will probably Loth be discovered
about the samie time,

It Lt a pleasant, and may be a very useful,
thing for the representatives of diff:vent sec-
tions of the visible Church to come together to
ascertain the measure of thelr afrtemcm with
each other, and (o speak those fraternal words
which Chritian fecling [mpels them to utter,
bt it is not wi-¢ to build teo hizh expectations
of an orzanic umon on such thirgi until we
have endeavoured to Eauge Intellyzently some
of the difficulties which must be overcome be-
fore the visib'e Church ean be brought to pre
sent an undiided organization, even In one
country, such as Canada.

" \When men differ, ft is better 1o avow their
divensity of apinion or faith, than to pretend to
agree, or to force diseordant elements fn & for
m1l uncongemal union.” Where Chrlstlans
cherish antagonistie convictions on Important
points of eclizion, we can only expect them to
wutk together when their views have been
broughy into harmonr.

If we aim at healing the divisions even of
Protestant Christendom, we cannot leave out
of view a denomination which has produced
Banyan, Catcy, Maishman, Ward, Judson,
Srurgeon. and a host of men whose nimes ate
high on the honour roll of the Church of Christ.
flut how can they be brought into the same
otganization with those who are constantly
aciing upon the most opposite convictions of
duty? There fs but one way possible; we
must persuade all Baptists to become Pedo-
Baprists or all the Peda Baptists to become
Baptiste,  \Ve ¢annot suppose the initial rite
of the Chris ian Church teft, both as toits sube
fects and mode, an o?en fuestion, Uniin
here apart from a radical change of convictlons
on the one side or the other, would work cons
fusion {n the Chutch of God, and do anything
rather than edify the bedy of Christ.

But leaving the peculiar views of our Dap
tist brethten out of account in the meantime,
what are the prospects of attaining unby in
matters of Church government? The forms of
Chutc¢h government which ohtain among Pro-
testants may be regarded 23 pracifeatly three,
vit : Prelatic, Presbytetian, and Congrega.
tional ot Independent. Bapiists and Congre-
pationalists agree In theit views of Church
government, regarding each congregation as a
tell poverning, spitfiual republic. Not only
those Churches which are usually styled Dees-
byterian among ut, but the Lutheran and Re.
formed Churches of Europe, and the Metho-
dist Churches throughout the world are Pres.
byterian In Church government. We are
aware that the Methodias in the United States
have bishops, but they are not regarded at an
order distinet from and supetior to ordinar
ministers of the Gospel, with functions whicg
they alone can lawfully discharge. They sre
set apart to their work as 2 matter of convenl-
ehte, very much as superintendents were ap.
pointed in Scotland, for & short time after the
Ref3emanon, as & temporary expedient. The
patity of the ministers of the Word Is recog.
nired in all these Churcbes, and no order of
clergy supetior to them is admitted, But
while the forms of government in the Charches
of the Reformation can Le reduced to three, it
is evident that the three cannot wotk togethet
in a visible Church, unless we call that one
Church, which is made up of several distinct
bodies, united by some federal compact. A
congregation cannot be tuled at the same time
by a bishop, by a presbytery, and by ftzelf,

How are we to armve at uml{ in governs
ment? Thete are those who hold 1hat while
Chutch povernment is of God, the form s of
man, This view is widely accepted in refer.
ence o civil government. ~ It 1s supposed that
a natfon is frec to scloct the form of povern:
ment which scems best swited to fts chicoms
stances, and whether it is 2 monaschy, arepub-
i, ot a democracy which is chosen, divine
authority requires us to honour and obey it
Dy some it fs held that this view app'ies sub.
stantially to the Church, a3 well as to the
State, Where this view prevatls, men may
feel themselves free to make almost any change
fn the government of the Church which they
connider expedient, or to allow all existung
forms to go unchallenged. A vanety of this
phase of opinton has heen adopted by some
dwines whom we high?r esteemn.  They sape
pote that the form «f Church goverament
emanated from within, under the quickenin
is.fluence of the Spirli upon the Church, lea
irg it to adopt the organization neceseaty for
it, in view of its sutrounding«, It is believed,
“the orgamzation of the Church was gradu-
ally formed, the living body putting forth, from
time to time, the organe necessary lor the dis-
charge of {ts functivn.” This application of
evolatlon to the organization of the Church
might have seemed very reasonable had the
New Testament not been wrl ten, and might
have been found very convenient by some, a3
suppl)!ngi: a satisfactory answer to the obyee-
tions whith Protestants make 1o the late
appearance of the organ of iafallitylity in the
C;;mtch of Rome, Bat as th's development Iy
not supposed to take place under supecnatural
puidance, alt existing forms of Chorch govern«
ment have practically equal authority, Qur
mincts, howerver, are calmed in view of the
apparently ceateless steugple of oppasing sys-
tems, with the thought tat, if we wait patients
Iy, we will doubitless see " the survival of the

test.”

The New Terament, howsver, has been
wniten, and many who read It carcfuily bes
Heve that it has not lefi us without definite

ardance {n the matter of Church government,

f» Withetow, indea, asgres us that " ihe
opaion of all thevlogisns who have not studi
od the sulyect is, thal no system of Church
wlity is contaned in the New Testament.”
'Tmsis not his oplmon.  On the contrary, he
gues i as his ¥ conviction, founded on a care-
1! examination of the Word of Gud, that
Cthurch po'ity s an imporiant portion of Chrls-
vanny."

“The barrice £ organic union, which at pres.
ent is insupreable, Is that camest Chrstian
men difler wadely with 3egazd to theimpon of
wha the New Testament teaches respecting
thepovernment of the Chvtch,  Congregation.
alists have bien wont to plead Neripreral
authorlty for ther system of Church govern-
ment.  Epsscopatians, alihough  somewnhat
divided amung themselves as to the kind of
Seripturat eve e ce which they adduce, du,
sery many of them, allege a divine wanant for
Prelacy.  Pre-byter ans hold that their sy stem
of government 8 **founced un, and agieeable
to the Word of Gud.™ While employing
thy language with greater of Jesi strine
ency, & Jarge propoidon of those who
ave piven most atiention to the ques-

tieon, apree with Dr. Witherow, in b liev-
ing that the Scriptlutes supply a divine war-

rant for the essentlal features of Peeshyterhn
pavernnient, Theydo not clalm a fud diviuwm

fot the details of thelr system, but only for fis

formative principles  They readily admit that

by the light of nature and Chilstian prudence,
according to the general yules of thea Wor)*
From their examlaatlon of the Word of God,
Presbyterians believe that the a

Church,

rﬂmmcnl ofticers of the Chureh, and all ber
ong 1o the same order.” They alsa belleve
that each worshipping congregition should not
v grand ftacll as a self paverning and indepen

dent bady, but so hinked to the visible Church
at larpe that, according to the law of Chelst,
a tmaller pation owes subjection to a larger,
With such formative principles as these, em
bedded, as they be'leve, in the Tloly Serip-
turer, Daobytenans cannot willingly ald in
estabhishing any system of Church goverament
which Ignores or rejecs them, When the
Master has made hnown His will, they mast
obty, Esen when, for examp'e, they are
asked 1o accept the * Iltoric Eplcopate,”
vo! as ap anticle of faith, but asa form of gov-
smment by which the Church shall be tuled,
th y cannut accept the responsibility of settiog
ande a divine system frr one which, however
respeciable and venerable, is merely human,
[n these circumstances a union of Churches
Imphics evher & yadical ¢chanpe of convictions
o1 4 sacnfice of constience and self respect.

Mast we then abandon hoj e of further pro-
press in the work of unfon? It is not for us to
n]y what new light +hall yet break In on the
Church of G «d to unily the conflieting views
of fts members, It has been sald with much
foree that **a tru* unfon between Churches
must be grown into, rather than striven for.”
But we do not object 1o striving, provided itis
put forth onthe right hines.  When the views
and feelings of Cruistians have bren umfied,
organic unions, so far as workable, will won
follow,

We have viewed the attainablenes of organic
umons, entfrely in relation to the divisions of
Peotestantism, Fideuty to the trath will not
rermit us 10 entertain serionsly the wide range
which some are anxious to pive to »ni n nego.
tiations. We have not ceased to be I'rotes-
tants.  \We do not regard the Reformation as
a tustake, and we have no sympithy with
'I!;O?e whose eyes wander towards the Soven

itls,

There may be no very definlte prospect, al
present, of healing even the divisions of Pro.
testamisin, but there are certain thisgs which
may be dose, which will gereatly faclitate
practicable unions, will lessen the evils of
division, while they connpue, and which are,
morcover, in theniselves right, whether organie
union {s the cutcome of them or not :

1. We should cherish an earnest and une
biased love of the truth, While not lizhtly
throwing away views we have learned fiom
those who, in God's 'rovidence, have been oue
teathers, we should study God's word dispus-
sicnately for ourselves, and use honestly all the
sources of Information within our reach.
when any new truth s discovered by us, we
shoutd seek grace and strength to follow where
it teads,

2. We should, in this spitit, openly acknow-
ledge as Churches all those bodies to which
that character really belongs. If we aceept
the Protestant idea of the Church to whith
Chzist hias plven the promi.es, we must rank as
visible Churches all bodies of Christians, hold
fng the fandamertal verities of the Gospel,
assocuated for the worship of God, mutual
watch and care, and the extensfon of Christ’s
Lingdom, We sin against Christ, the Head of
the Church, and against the Holy Spirit, when
we do not cheerfully acknowledge in all
suitable ways, societies of believers, whose
character and wortk have already received
the divine fwprematur.  This mu val recog:
nition is speelally called for between bLodies
which are feeling their war towards organic
union, A unfon is in place only betwcea
homogeneous bodies, hurch cannot unite
with a Board of Trade, & Temperance Sxciety,
or anything save a Church  An uncertain or
hesitating recognition of other Churches, will
not do much to advance union, of to promote
that Cheistian feeling which, apazt from organie
union, 1s most desirable,

3. There should be a mutual recognition on
the part of Evangelical Churches of each
othet's discipline and official acts. Owing to
differences of standard in the matter of dis.
cipline, this may not be absolutely practicalle
in all cases, DBut wherethere iz a proper sense
of the relation which visible Chur:hes sustain
to the mystical body of Christ, we will be very
slow 10 welocome into our fellowship fugitives
from the diseiptine of other Churches. Anlin
this connection, we may add, thst if nothing
more in Lhe meantime fs attaipable, there
seems no reason why Evaogelical Churches
shoutd not have a Standing Committee or
Council, with purely advisory functions, where
thelr represeniatives might corsult together
about common interests with a view to wccure
united action,

Wamay see no feauble prospect of the early
re vnion of Christendom, but we ¢an at least,
h{ God's gtace, 1y, “ Whercunto we have
already attained, by that same tule let wa
walk.,” We know that the onenets of believers
for which Christ prayed is an exising fact, and
that underneath all external divisi s, there s
among Chnstiacs a profound and Living unity.
If we keep ihis fact distinetly before our mindy,
it brngs our thooghts and feehnps gradually
into harmony with itself, and many of the
worst cvils of Church divisions pass away,

dwell on outward unity as of vital moment, the
membess of other communions scem separated
from us by a grear gulf, and we become so
estranged from them that had we not been
taupht to love vur enemies, we would feel that
we owe them nothing save suspicion and aver-
sion. Iut when we think of b.lievers of every
name, a5 the body of Christ, and, with ours
selves, the habitation of Gd's Spait, ous fove
goes forth towards them, and ahenation and
bitterncas, give place to the *"unity of the
spint,” and the good offices of Chngtian
brothethood,

TWENTY-FIVE jears ago, ¢n the 20 h inst,,
the first Presbytenan Church was established
in Sherbrooke, Que , by the induction of Rev,
Joseph Evans into the pastorate of 51 Andrew’s
corgrepation,  On the 6th inst.,, progress was
mathed by the dedication of 2 sulstanual new
brick church, with a teating capacity of Goo
Danng this period, the congrejzaln n has be n
under the sutcessive pastorates of Rervs, Joweph
Evans, C. A, Tanner, Peter Lindsay, A ¥,
Tully, ] € Cawanach, and the present pintor

A. Yoo, Twenty thousand dollars willbe it e
to'al cost of the building, site and furmshirgs,
atd the coll:ctions for the day, at the thice
servicet, which amounted to $844, of which
$714 was tabenup at themor g sovice, wel
form a sobsrantlad nuclous for the furd & de.
fray the balance uma-niuf ta e paxd, c
church it & Lirick Ul ing, il ina comimant

Ing and corral position,  The s 31 v * nrem

tectuie 18 N otman,  The auvdivrom of the
church will reat over Sco perple It §s will
Iighted and has & vay chevrfel amd comfurt

sbl appearance.  In the evering the ¢hurch
lochesd trillian with the 1lectne highte. The
church is also provided with a fine lecaute hall,
capable of zecommudaing 4o people ; Bible
class room, vestry, litrary, cicy, Atd the heats
1t g aerangements sre very complete, The
dedreation seevices were three in number, and
were sll attended by large ¢congrystions, In
the metning, Rev, Peinap.l Grany, DD, of
Kingsten, Modezator of the General Ass.mbly,

¢ there & many elrcumitances ¢onctining the
government of the Church, commeon to human
actl ns and socleties, which are to be ordered

wtohic oifice
has i t been perpeluated in the Chrlstlin
They hold that ** Presbyters, who
fatour in word and doctrine, are thy highest

preached,  In the sfternoon, Nev, P

Setlmger, and fn the evening, Principal Gr?:{;
apaln cecupied the pulpit, Approprlste bymns
and anthems were rendered by (hecholr, At
both the momln’f and evening serviees, the
church was crowded 1o excess,  Last Ssbbath
the fornnl opening services were eonducted
} Rev. Geotge . Walls, of the Ameriean
Freshyterlan Church, Montreal.  On the fol.
lowing evenlog, a soclal gathering was held In
the large lectuze room, when adiretses were
delivered by Rev. James Barelay, of St. Pals,

Montreal 5° Rev, A, F.
Of“" amlplhcf:. A Fo Tully, of Mitchell,

2
el

When a false view of the Church leads us 1o Bw

Malitng Powdex,

the publle n general.
As pure an
than most, It fs

Nothing objectionable sver fou
COOK’S FRIEND.

THE STERLING OLD

COOK'’S FRIEND

Baking Iowder

Is atll] at the service of ita patrons and

healthful a4 any and more so

LOWEST IN POINT OF PRICE, AND
CHEAPEST IN P'OINT OF VALUY,

ad [n the

BUY ONLY
McLaren’s COOK'S FRIEND

2o OruER 13 QexoINE,

Medical,

Throut Bpecialists,
17 Ursoge Hoad
34 Jamen Street Nortb,

Hamilton,

DRS ANDERSON & BATEY, Eye, Ear, Noss snd
neatr M¢Canl), Toronts

Bentistey,

CIIAB. P, LENNOX~DENTIST,

C. W, Lixrox

Dental College of A

BOOMS A, AND ., YONGK 8TRXET ARCADKX,

Kvety operatlon known to the profession skilfult
performed on very modar"u erms, i
! geaduate ol Penveylvania
Philsdelphla, te my ssstatant,

TROUTMAN, DENTIST,
369 Spadina Avetiue, Iste of Chy

J.A.

guarantesd Lo give satl actlon

tch Streed

Preesrvation ol nataral teeth supecinliy. Allword
&& Vitallzod Alrtor Palnlens Extrastion,

0. ADAMS & 501,
Ofice Hours, ¥ &

* Burgeon Dentists, 364 Yonge St.,entrance on Blo
m. to9p m.

DENTIST,

TORONTO,

E. CUNNINGHAM, L.D.S., D.D.S.

Corner Yonge and Edward Sts.

Dr. McLaughlin, - Dentlst,
Corner Cotlege and Yonge Sts.

And “ﬁ;;cm stientlon to preservation of the najursd

Baxxctsters.

BARRISTERS, ET

TORONTO.
HAMILTON CiSaELA,

CASSELS & CASSELS,

ROOMS 8 & 9 MANNING ARCADE,

B. 8. CASARLA,

H. W, MICKL

OFFICES—14 Manning Areade,
Telephone No, 693,

E,

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Etc.

Toronto.

Barristers, Nolleitors,ete. J. K

Toronto.

Klllll.. MACDONALL, DAVIDSON APATERROM

Kerr, Q.0.
Macdonald, Wm, Davidson, Jobn A, Ptum?l.o !

Orrnesd—9 and 10 Masosele Hullding, Toresto

Arvchitects,

GORDOK & HELLIWELL,

H.B.GORDON.

ARCHITECTS,

28 King Sirest Zast, Toronto.
GRANT HELLIWELL

(HAS, F, WAGNER

ARCHITECT.,
4 Kixa Sraxxr Easr,

TORONTC

Boots and Shoes,

Baantifnl 8
T pring

In all the hew American
Styles=Fine Kid, Button,
Flexible Scle; Flne Kid,
Button, Paterd Tip H
l-'li\::lo %tl::il ﬁhou.‘ ‘slng
a Ukt

Tan 00?01‘!-

H. & C. BLa(,
#t, Toronto,
datent and kid bants,

HFORD'S, 57 and &9 King Str
N.B —Eng’ Weltonltn Croams’ ?:‘.

GENTLEMEN'S GOODS.

Battoned. Laced and Gaiter Boota of Fin-
est Cordovan Leather, {n brosd, narrow and
medium toes and half sizes, QOurown make,
htylish, Comfertabls and Durable,

79 KINC STREET EAST.

Lailoxing

JOEN SMEALL,
*

93 JUREN STREET WERST,

MERCHANT TAILOR.
Aylish, good snd perfect 4t Zusrantesd

ORONTO

264 YONQE ST,
FALL AND WINTER GOOD
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Rovteh Naga a1al vhe Orbeboga:
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JAMES ALISON,
MERCIIANT T'AILOTR
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Many of then are {rom Uhe leadimg mnn faclurers of

irale  Gar

tetothe, Vewcthain  licawrs,
Yoo o, Coreted G by pady arel Fawy Worstols
4, 800 Faney Trowserings, aro o Lhe
we ir]e 1 11 genudoe
Yt and ba Towved
satheogs, the mewest dealud in hoaglab, [thh amd
rov oh, Waing confident that Lhe qu nily 0 thewe e

Ard with &

rronal supeitbebon of 8: onders entrusted to e, will
el 300 tutire atbhicthan We bordore sosant
fully eoliit aahars of your caccrond fatromige,

VISITORS

tefory you learve toan,
133 YONQE STRERT.

Res FOLLETT'S ondered ¢othing Establistmest

queumek fntkecly, Asultof ¢cthesiunlelo
Sret-clast styleln thours  Apairof pantsin G bours. | satielaction guarscteed,  Give Us a vrisl order

GaAuention
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JO:RCADE,
Yonce 8¢,

Tellable of lix
kind In the Do

N 201HYeas, & €. ODEA, Se'ys

MORVYN+«HOUSE

350 Jaxvis st Tozonte.
Boarding and Day School
FOR YOUNG LADIES.

HI3 SCHO"L has a well earned reputsil,

T high intellectual tnlninf. and n:cn‘:l r‘(:ilﬁo'::
culture  Every departmert is urder the persoadt
supervisioa of the Princiim], whose sim is 10 soske it
& thorougkly £ood schoul, and 1o peavioe 1 r residest
pupiis & reftond Christlan Jeme  The Modern laa
gusges, Instrumentsl and Vocsl Mudde, Drasing,
I'ainting snd Rlocution taught by comjetent Leathers,

Terms tncdernte A hbweral redoetion miade o bhe

davghters of e4rgymen,
Classes will reassemble Wednesday, September ik,

MISS HALGHT, Principal.

LI W )N

f 4he MORTIEDN BUSINESS COLLEOR,
Q. Wrin l.rn-tie:i'umi A l‘ug!:z?;;!‘usl::i"

BARKER'S SHORTHAND LCHOOL,
43 Xing Strest Xant.

b o W58 "y,

In connection with Bengouph's wrter Aga
Teane Pitman Wyatem 700 mpill,{g?{u! rormln::z
Booka for sale cheap  Circvlars sent free,

BRANTFORD
LADIES’ COLLEGE

(L'reabyterian)

(The only Lacies’ College in Western Ontarie
recognized by the General Assemibly).

Has been promptly reorened under the
Cochrane as Governor, and Miss Mary ¥, .l..o: ‘I.Dr
Lady Frine yul, with Classes and & ol plels
staff of experienced Profesacraan | Tonahare
in the Departtients of

Literature, Science, Art, Musie,
ELOCUTION,
Stenography and Type-Weiting,
The entine work of the Institution (s new bei

carrlod on with & system, ener,
carrled. b 1y s ¢nergy std enthusisam §

Students can erteran;
prejortlonate Feea ¥ tlme duting Tetwa b7 1oying

Applicstions for admission way be addresred e
REV. WM. COCHRANE, D.D.,

08, THE LADY PRINCIPAL. Governyr.
Cards.
The Toner e G
S:Iocted |toe£ :ft *and Boat
a.AS Ffﬁiﬂ'v.ﬁ' ]S

GAS GLOBRES
To be found in zh.t?.?lnzm for thisscassn's
8 at m—.

R. H. LEAR'S,

19 and 21 Rirhond Street W est,
Special Inducement,

Now s your time to buy, Cozeand see
CRANITE & MARBL

MONUMENTS.

TABLETS

MAUSOLEUMS &c
==Y FRGQULLETT & voon
] 100 CHURCH ST TORONTO

. SAUSAGE CASINGS,
New Importations of Best English Make
Just to Hand,

Orders Filled for an
Wilte for prices, y Desired Quantly.

JAN, PARK & SON, Toronis,

ELIAS RUGLKS & CO:
G. T. MACDOUGALL,

Do .erin all kinds of

WOOD and COAL,

251 Queen St. East,

Nearrarner of Shi.boutne Street, Toronte
A)) Orders Promutly Attonded to

THE ONTARIO COAL COMPARY

OF TURUNTO,
Qeneral Ofices amil Dochs -
ESPLANADE EAST, Foot of Church 8¢t
Uplowen Offices=
No,1) Xizg Strest East, and Queon Strest
Waest, noar Subway.
TELEPHONES KOS, 13 AND 1e5g

We handie p'l grades of the Tt Lard and ool eesl
tor domestio vae, dclivered within the city mails, snd




