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The Rase-calorcd Pastar (Pastor- rosezis), a bird allicd to the English
Starling, affords anather example of these irregular migrations. An
immense flock af them, numbering many thousands, appearcd in the
neighborhood of Sophia, the capital of I3ulgaria, in the month af june,
1889. Thcy ivere ver), tame, and wvereceasily caughit by band.

This bird's usual habitae is in Arnmenia, Persia, and Southeru Ressia.

A similar floc], visitcd Bulgaria, tiwelve vears before, in 1877.

In January and Fcbruary, 1890, the city of Tor'nto wvas invaded b>'
hundrcds af Evcn ing Grosbeaks (Coccothrazustes vespeilina).

This bird is de,;cribed ii 'Mr. Chambcrlain's Catalogue of Canadian
l3irds as " an abundant resident af British Columbia, east of the Cascades,
and occasionally found on the western siope, and in Vancouver Island.
It is a common winter visitor ta Manitoba, and a fcw specimens have
bec.- taken in Ontario." And in IZidgc%%a3,'s 'Manual it is said ta bc an
irrcgular wintcr visitor ta 'Michigan, \%Visconsin, Illinois, and Iowa.

There arc records af thicir occurrence, iii sinall numnbers, in Ontario on
four occasions, viz.: in the ycars 18_54, 1866, 187 1, and 1833 ; but in 1390
thcey came in nuincraus flocks, and -*,onie we'nt as far as Montreal. In
thie States they visited I>cnnsylvania, New \Tork, Vermont. Ncw Hamp-
siiire, Massachiusctts and Connecticut, States, which, with the ex-,ceptioni
of New York, they lhad nevcr befare been, Iznaovi ta visit.

Same of thein reniained tili the enîd af April, or begrinning of May,
after w~hich thcy ail secrn ta liave returned ta thecir usual hiabitat.

Their naine wvas given them under the impression, which seeniis ta have
been erraneous, that thecy sang iii thie evening.

Tliey belong ta thc large faniily af the Figi/deor Finches.

The canical sliaue af the beak is a distingruishing feature ai thib
lanlily, and thlis féature is more strikingly developed in the Evening
Grosbeak, than in any other finch af this continent, sa that its beak is a
ver>' poweril instrument for cracking seeds and nipping aff buds.

Mie Eurapean representative of thec genus Coccolhraustes is the Haw-
inch (C vu/ga ris), a bird that is afien faund in England. You %vili sc
from the speciinen that 1 e:dîibit, that the conical MIH is cveii more
.Ievelaped in thîis bird, than iii the Evening Grosbeak.

TIIElR APP1EAIZANCE IN ONTA1R1O.

Mr. Mcfflwraith writes from Hamiltan that "«the Grosbeaks were first
o)bserved there on Dec. î9th, 1889. Flock after flock passed alang, going


