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aging $10,000 a month over those of o seaf av v
including those from Sunday cafs, 1. v

of buildings erected in 1%g7 was Soatase o N
pared with $657,168 in 1896, The fdiw:  ° s
the number of animals which passed threasio t wy
market in last two ycars and weighing fees po 2
Cattle, Sheep. Floge. Coe
097 ccerceinee.. 136,258 88.40) 21 20y oo
1098, 0000000 400 104,587 95.67¢ TR LY) ]
Jucwanten........ 31,36 dec. .18 2307 L )
The Harbour Master's report gnves 2% oo ¢
number of arrivalc at the port of Torontoe: %7 e
compared with 2,800 in ¥, The total trale -

port is stated as abont 2,000,000 tons, The 1 a8
of coal by water am! rail were 334.320 ta- w
packages af frut which entered the port 1 T
numbered 70000, being 319,483 more than im0,
much of thic increase it is stated being anrid -+
to Jower harbour dues. Al our Toronto vy voce-

port encouragingly as ta improved arad 1=
brighter prospects.
B o o
As the export trade of Camnly vth

Goods for . I . .
China is in its opening stage, &t s of

the utmost importance to avedd pudeag
that first false step which a prowerhs tells us is wten
fatal. Every market has its local pecutiaritiocs ot
only in the general form and guality of gonds aceent-
able to consumers, but in such wafters as pachme,
and the decoration af boxes. packages, Jabels, e,
Manufacturers and cxporters who are shrewd ~tulv
these peculiarities and comply with local habsts and
tastes. The American Consul at Hong Konw b
reported that “Britich makers absolutely decline to
alter their system of packing candles to that slopteld
by continental markets, conscquently they e bt
the whole trade.” Mr. Gunduer, English € onsnl 21
Amaoy, says: “The sale of foreign gomds bas been
greatly crippled by having some label placed upon
them that was offensive to Chinese superstitear or
tastes. Many colors have pecubar recognitea by
the prople; some offend their tastes and athers their
superstitions. Somie are all right on some kinds of
goods and all wrong on wthers.  The Chinese will
often buy biscunts, needles, thread, matches, sozp,
medicine, scent, sweets, ete., for the sake of getting
a lucky label.  Some colors and combinations of
colors are to the Chinese unlucky. The grotesgae
and even hideous tickles the fancy of the dwellers
“Far Cathay."  No deseription can supph adejnace
information o an engraver or colorer by which e
coald produce the real thing. and any Jeparture fr.om
the Chinese fancy in sach things would Lrand the
goods at once as the product of a forcign il il
doom it to defeat.” Tt will pav Canadian mznuie-
turers to study the Chinese market, as by <hilinllv
catering to the tastes of the peaple of that T'myiee
Canada might do a very large export business with
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During the investigation going om

A potmtortor 1. onto in regard to the circumstang
Underariters. onnected with the fire at the Jo
Faton & Cols dcpartmcmal store, .one of the
{ victors and a manager were examined. They |
testificd that the advance put upon dry-goods
invoice price ranged from 4o to 60 per cent.  So thy
i thev were insured for one-half of their alleged
ahle vadue, and then burnt, the owner suﬂ'ercil D
loss, hut probably made a good stroke of \T\mnc
by getting rid of stale stock for cash. The witnesy
were examined as to bargain sale prices.  Beio
answering Mr. B. B, Osler warned them that: “H
that advertises that which is false for the purpose ¢
etting money creates a crime. Of course you avoid
ca that?"  Advertisctuents were produced announc
ing a reduction in price of goods from the “regula
price” of 29 cents to § cents, 19 cents to 9 1-2 cent
and other “cuts.””  The witnesses declared that thew
“ regular price” quotations were false, or, as M.
Tlompson said, *fictitious.” The insurance com
panics, it would scem, give their patrons a “barnan
day * when they pay claims based upon the selling
prices of the stocks they have insured. .

————————

The policy of extending the Interco-
jonial Railway to this city has raisced
a question of some complexity whick
will probably develop others that are likely to cause
friction between the Provinces. Owing to the pro-
posal to add the Canada Eastern to the Intercolonial
Svstem, an impression is abroad that other hranchics
of the naticnal line will have to be acquired, just as
the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific have se
cured control over, or the ownership, of the linx
vhich we “feeders” to their main road. The desis-
ahility of this policy undoubted as the facilities and
reanondce of traffic are greatly enhanced by a trimk
line having subsidiary ones. that are practically its
branches, bronght under one management. Respect:
ing the Canada Eastern, itis urged that it would give
tire Ieovcelonial an exiensaon to the seaboar.d, thus
making a new connection over the national railway
from Montreal to the coast.  This raises the question
we have allided to as to the justice or wisdom of
the Dowinion Parliament purchasing branch it
vars for the purpose of consolidating and extending
e Intercolunial system ?  If this policy is to he
pursucd at all. it will hiave to be thorough, as nibbling
first at vne local branch and then at another in a
course of years will only lead to confusion, jealousies
and inadequate results for the expenditure. There
are now 16 railways that are feeders more or less to
the Intercolonial.  Their aggregate length is 03
riiles; these roadsand their equipments cost $19,433-
000.  Their gross carnings per mile range from $130
to $3.081.  Eight of these lines, extending 38¢ milcs,
which cost $5,131,000, ¢amn from $150 to $340 per
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tke merchants of China.
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mile. The Canada Eastern, which it is proposed to




