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civilized as tbo Englishmen it they
would only do what is right, without
respecting what their nei% bors do, ‘or
wbat has been es.ahlished by mere tras
ditional custom. Vhils we wero Jeaving
this village, an 01’ m4an made this re-
murk, *ltithe the viil of God that we
should all bu equu by virtus of your re-
ligiun. lis will be -‘one.’
+] was sarprisnt 10 hiear the tradition
arding the tirs: an and the first
woman amwog the Sautals.  The first
man they called ' -bu Haraw, and the
first woman Pileb: Bunm, which two
hrases in their ] .aguage mean ‘the
rst old man’ and - ne tirst old woman.®
The phrases ‘ol n «’und ‘old woman’
they apply to their : irents; so that those
phrases weun noth' g less than oar first
parents, who, they . clieve were the an-
cestors of all pevplc that lived on this

«The next day, that is Tuesday, I
sccompanied Wooma Charn Babu to
another Santal ville re, about a mile and
a half to the nortl: east of Govindpar,
known as Jiramudi. [ was there struck
with the natural imelh%ence of a Santal
woman. We wero talking about sin
and death to the peogle that gathered
round us, some of whom were women.
One of the women understoad us quite
well, and remarke that we were all sin-
ners, although he: »wn people were not
such t sinn.cs as the Bengalis.
Somshow or other (not by reading Mec-
Caulay, I dare say) the Santals have the
idea that the Bengnlis are, as a nation,
very deceitful ; and they are, as a rule,
siraid of us. .

“Very earlv ¢n the next morning,
Kangali Babu anc [ started for Telkupi,
2 p about fourteen miles to the
south-east of Govindpur, They had a
mela or fair at Telkupi, in connection
with a Hindu religious ceremony. Tel-
kupi is on the river Damudar, which
river is to the Santals as sacred as the
Ganges to the Bengalis. “he Santals
come to bathe in that river once every
year, when laey throw in a bit ct bone ot
their deceased friends, it any, or else

nire a great amount of sanctity, and
return homs taking with them some trink-
ets from the fair. The Bengalis, too,
regard it as a sacred duty to go and
bathe in that river. So that we saw a
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large ooncou~se of men and women,
both Bengals and Santals at the tair.
There are a good many very anciemt
temples, all built of stone, at™ Telkupi.
The architecture is rather ingonious, snd
tho earvings not. very uncoath. S-ome of
th-:se trmiph 4 contain the image ot Siva,
but others ut some deity very much re-
scmbling the ropresentation vt Buddha
as found elsuwhere.  But the imuge of
Ganesh, a Hindu goi, is carved at the
eutrance of each ot the templus, thus
showiLg an admixture of the Hindu ele-
went in thew, it they are at all Buddhis-
tic. The priests knowr nuthing about the
origin ot these temples.  ‘Fhe Hindu Ra-
jus ol the neighborhood, one ot whom
kcepsup the worship in them, do not
profess that they were erected by their
vwn ancestord.  Tae vicinity ot the Par-
eshinath Hill, with its well-known Jaina
tomple, togelther with the fact that the
religion or the Jainas is a strange muix-
ture of Buddhisw and Hinduism, leaves
very little doubt about these being Jaina
temples.

*“We reached Telkupi at about 12
o’clock, and it took us about two hours
to prepare our breakfast and get our-
selves refreshed. We took our station a
little way off fromn the din of the festival,
and sat down under the shade of & man-
go tree. The first batch that came to
talk with us was a Chhetri family. They
said they had never heard of such a reli-
gion as Christianity. They were all res-
pectable looking men, and were decently
dressed, but they could scarcely read a
sentence of the Bengal Gospel I asked
them to read. I explained to them the
folly of their religion, which they came
to uvn.ierstand, and then spoke about
Christ and the meaning of his religion.
They called nothing in question; but
they were amazed to hear an account of
His life—taking for granted the facts re-
corded, simply because they were contain-
ed in a printed book. I offered them a
few biscuits, which they made no hesita-
tion ot accepting ; but they would not
partake of our water, just because they
saw it hud been brought by a Santal—
and besides, the female members of their



