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veai the Irathier to theso disciples, no that
they could sec that the Father was revealed
in the Son.

V. 8.-Philip thoughit Christ refcrred te,
some supernatural vision. That hoe says
would settie every doubt.

V. 9.-Atnothiergenitie rebuke. For throc
ypars H1e liad heeri with them teaching hoth.
by words and works that Ife ani the Father
werl one-that Ho was the brightness of
the Father's glory and the express image of
Ris person- -that Ife hia( corne te reveal the
Father's will concerning Ris plans of "ra
and purposes of salvation,--and yet this re-
quest was muade, show us the Father.

LESSONS.

1. In the time of trouble we should be-
lieve in the Lord with unshaken confidence.

2. Imperfect or erroneotîs views of the
truth rnay not only keep muchi comfort from
the christian, but inay preduce needless
Serrow.

3. Thore romaineth a rest for the people
of God; and the hope of entering inito that
reat to ho for ever with tlîe Lord should dry
up ail toars.

4. Christ is the only ground of ho pe for
the sinner. The general morcy of God will
save ne one. It is only through the atone-
ment of Christ we can be saved. *'No man
ooneth unto the Father but by me."

5. The <ignity and glory of Christ's per-
sozi. H1e is one with the Father. He that
hath seen Christ hath seen the Father. This
oould ho said of no more croature however
exalted. Lot us rojoice that while our
Saviour is very man Ho is also very God.

FOURTHI SAB13ATHI.

SUB.JECT :-The Vine and thte Brancha,
John xv. : 1-8. Golden Toit, Matt. vui.:
20.

The vine is vory frtrquently spoken of in
Scripture, particularly in the Old Testa-
ment. It grew iii Palestine and its fruit
was generallykased as an asticle of food. It
was indecd th,-~ îtaple of that land. The
grape was eaten froshi, dried as raisins, made
into syrup or honey, and also made into
wine. Ronce to those who dwelt in Pales-
tine and livod in large part of the fruit et
the vine, Christ's comparison must have
beon vory suggestive and instructive.

It is not howcvor as the food of this peo-
ple that Ho hiere iakes Himacîf known.

Tat idea, was devolopod in the tesson the
"'Bread of Life. " The leading thoughit of
this lesson is tho union between Christ and
His people. Jesus wishces to impross upon
His disciples this trutli that they must hoe
in Rim and must abide in Him if they would
hoe happy and 'usoful in Ris service. In a
land of vines and vinoyards it is not strange
that Christ compared Hfimself to a vine.
Thiat whichi immodiately suggested the com-
parison wo (Io not know. It may have been
the juiceo f the grape whîch Ho and His

disciples had just been drinking, or it may
have been a vineyard on the sideg of tho
valley of the Kedron whichi they saw as they
passed along:, it bcing lit up as vinoyards
often were with fis-es b ynight-fires in
which Uic fruitless branchles were hurned.
From wbat is said in the lesson of withered
branches antI thieir burning it is altogether
likely that that part of vinoyard work had,
been seen.

The lesson can perhaps ho taught best
under three divisions. I. Tlhe truc vine.
II. Tho fruîtless branches. III. The fruit-
fuI branches.

L The truc vine. " I arn thte t,-ue vine,
&c." It is not easy tegive the fulI meaning
ef the word translared 'true.' Ithlas ne
exact English synonyra. Some render it
real; seme, essential vine. The idea is that
Christ is the full re'slity et that which is
figuratively represonted by the natural vine.
He is truc in distinction frein that wbich is
shadowy and imperfect, as well as truc in
opposition te that whichi is false. The
Father,' Christ's Father, la the hushaudman
ef this truc vine-owner as welî as vine-
dresser. It is hardly necessary te say tlîat
Christ de net speak of Himself boere lin
Ris Etornal Divine nature, but in His
xnediatoriaî character and work, and in that
Ho is subordinate te the Fathier.

IL. Thte fruitess branches. By thoe
Christ means apostates or formaI professers.
In me. Tlîcy are in Christ outwardly or lin
appearance. In some instances it may ho
difficult te sec any difference botwcen them,
and true, living members. But the hus-
bandman secs the differeiice. Ho socsth
dry, 'withered state of the fruitless branches,
and hoe remevoes others. They are both une-
less, and injurions te the fruit hearing
branches. Ronce they are burned. up (v. 6).
Oh hew terrible is the doom of more pro-
fessers, or of false professoral

III. Frutitful branches. They arc in the
vine trnly -one with the vino-partako of
its nourishment. Ronce they boas- fruit,
some of them nincl fruit. Truc halievers
are uiýited te Christ, are one with Rim.
The union which is spiritual. is mystorieus,
but it is rosI. Undor another figure, Paul
saya a good deal about it. Sec Eph. v.X3.
Col. ii. 19: Rom. xii. 4, 5.

Fruitful branchee arc purged, or pruncd,
that thcy may ho made more fruitfui.
Christ's people arc tried in varions ways
that they may ho made more sensible of
thoir dependence on Rim and. more ingle-
sninded. 0f themaselves they can <lenothing,
net even after they are in Christ. Branches
are nothing as branches.

"Abide iame, &c." The ides, is take care
that yo abido, &c. Seok te abido, &c.
Abiding in Christ is the condition on which
depends Christ's abiding in us. Christ will
nover beave or forsake His people, but if
they fersake Rum, He will withdraw froni
thons. The fruits of tlîe Christian are given
by Paul, GaI. v. 22. Living members should


