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The Necessity of Striving.

“Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few
that besaved ? And he szid unto them, strive
to enter in at the strait gate; for many. I say
uito you, will seek ta enter in, and shall ust be
able.”’—LUxe xiii. 23, 21.

IN discoursing’ these words, it may be
praper to show,

1. What it is to be saved, or to enter into
life. . .

1. How it is difficult to be saved, and
why the gate that leadeth unto life is celled
strait.

III. That many who seek to enter in shall
not be able; and then conclude by urging
the vecessity of striving, and stating the
encouragements to do so.

1t is proposed, then, to show,

I. What it is to be saved,wr’to enter into
life.

Selvation is a relative term, and implies
an exposure to evil or danger. If it be im-
agined that man, by nature, is ina state of
zecurity and happiness, salvation becomes
anempty name, and all the images of joy-
fulness and delight which it brings along
with it vanish like the dreams of the mom-
ing. Take away the fact thiat man is liable
to suffer punishment after death, and religion,
with all its precautions, and all its expedients,
folls to the ground. This is the very corner
stone upon which the whole fabric of religion
rests; and yet there is no truth, in the whole
tircle of knowledge, which is met with a

more ready and indignant resictance.  There
is no topic which is listencd to with greater
uneasiness and distrust then that which goes
to prove the sinfulness and il of our
natural condition. When wen ok abroad
upon the world, they see happiness reflected
from a thousand objects, and piessure flow-
ing in innumerable channels. I - Yveliness
of their fancy and the warmth, o 1heir feel-
ings shed a glowing lght wpom everything
around them ; and after g..iig upu. earthly
glories till they grow gidly, becanse they
cannot discern their danger, they conclude
that they are safe. Their heners become at-
tached to the world and its objects. and they
ery out with exulting satisfacion, itis good
for us to be here. When Rulizion Lits her
warning voice, and tells themt that this is net
their rest, that the scens which now seeins
so fair and attractive must soon w:ier and
vanish, that the carth and 2l that is therein
must one day be burnt up, acd thet tier
must go out of it, bearing with them the
stamp of a deep condemitarivh, or the hopes
of a joyful acquittal—either o tind admit-
tance at the strait gate that feadetn uato lite,
or to take the broad way that lead«th unto
destruction -they affect to be struck and
startled by the maguitude of the subjret.
They wonder how the warld can look so fair.
and its inhabitants feel so light-heasted and
careless, while they are exposed to an alier-
native so dreadful, They ask if we have
made no miscalculation in the matier—it our
professional anxiety for theiv welture may
not have carried us beyond the bLounds of
truth and soberness; and they are even
ready to hint & suspicion that we have a
devil, or that too much learning has made us
mad. They call on us to throw aside all
prejudice and system—to come forth from
the gloom of our closet into the daylight of




