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Other Torkers and TWork.

SPANISH RULE IN THE YHILIPPINES.

The Philippine Islands lie wiolly within
the Tropics, reaching at the south to witlun
four amd a hall degrees of the equator. Big
and little, they number some six hundred,
varying in size from Luzon, with its 40,00u
square miles, to tiny islets hardly worthy of
the mame, The islands are in most instances
of volcaaic origin, and several fine volcanic
peaks may still be seen in Luzon, Negros,
and Mindanao. Destructive eruptioms have
occurred within recemt times, while eanth-
quakes ane frequent and often of great vio-
lence.

The climate is intensely hot and in mamny
of the islands very unhealthy for Europeans.
There are four momths of rain, tour of sun,
with intemse heat, and four months of vari-
able weather at each change of the mon-~
soons. Revolving storms of great magnitude
and frightful violence occur at certain sea-
sons, and frequently cause enormous damage
to property, attended with heavy loss of
life.

The tropical scemery in the forests of this
archipelago is of unsurpassed splendor, the
heat and moisture combining to produce ve-
getation of magnificence which beggars de-
scription. Gigantic trees, toweringto a
height of two or three hundred feet, are fes-
tooned with gnaceful rattane, beautitul
ferns, and exquisite orchids, while under-
neath splendid tree-ferns rear their lovely
heads thimbty or forty feet into air. So
dense is the vegetation in some of these for-
esits that the fierce tropical sun hardly pene-
trates to the ground hemeath them, and the
dense undergnowth perpetually drips with
moisture.

The population of the islands is estimated
at from eight to ten millions. The natives
are divided into sometiiing like two hundmed
tribes, each with its peculiar dialect amd
customs, With the single exception of the
Negritos, these tribes are of Malay extract-
jon. The latter people are a race of dwarf-
ish blacks, confined at present to a few of
the lofbiest mountain ranges. They are char-
acterized not aloMe by their color, but by
the possession of closely curling hair, which
serves at once to distinguish them from the
straight-haired Malay races. They are com-
monly Dbelieved to be the sborigines of the
islands.

A mome degraded race could hardly be com-
ceived. They wander through the forests in
a state bordering closely on absolute audi-
ty, and live .on whatever they can pick from
the trees or dig out of the ground. They
never practise agviculture, but somedirres
hunt a little, and are said to eat much wof
their animal food raw. They build no
houses during the dry season, sleeping wher-
ever night overtakes them, and moving om
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when the flies become troublesome. They
are & puny, sickly race, and arve rapidly be-
eoming extinet.

Turning now to the tribes of Malay ori-
gin, we tind them varying in their develop-
ment from a sbate of absolute savagery to
civilization. ‘I'ne interiors of several of the
larger islands are populated by anearly naked
tribes, many .of whose memberS wnave never
seen a white man, Having nothing t0  ex-
cite the cupidity of the Spanish, they are
completely indepemdent.

The Mangyans of Mindoro abgolutely deny
any beltef in an existence after death, invari-
ably replying, when questioned, that when a
man is dead he is deaxt ! As roon ag one of
their number falls seriously ill, he is desert-
ed by his friends, who abandon all their be-
longings, and cun away and ‘hide themselves
in the jungle, changing their names o in-
sure better luck in future.

Extveme poverty is the rule amoang the
civilized natives, and its cause is found in
the heavy burden of taxatdon imposed upon
them by their Spanish masters, Every per-
son over eighteem years of age is required
40 procure annually a credula persomal, or
document of idemtification, the charge for
which varies irom $1.50 to $25, according
to the means of the applicant.

The average native has little or no oppor-
tunity to work for hire, and if he does suc-
ceed in securing employment, his wages are
often mot more than five cents per day. He
i3 usually unable to dispose of his fiaym- pro-
ducts for cash, being compelled to exchamge
them for other commodities.

In addition to this personal tax there is.
tax on cocoamut- , & tax on beasts of
burden, a tax om killing animais for food,
a tax for keeping a shop, a tax on mills and
oll-preeses, a tax on weighty rnd measures,
a tax on cock-fighting, and so or to the end
of the chapter. At every turn the poor na-
tive finds himsel! face to face with the dire
necessity of paying tribute; and he frequent-
1y spends his life in an ineflectual effort to
meet the obligations thus imposed.

It the enormous sums thus raised were ex-
pended even in part in the improvement of
the colony, there might be some justification
for its collection. While the laws in regard
to its disposition are not entirely bad, in
actual practise it for the most part finds its
way into the pockets of the Spanish officials,
the ammual surplus amounting to not more
than eight or nine millions of dollars.

While the officials fatten the natives are
left to die like ecattle, if epidemic disease
breaks out among them, or to starve if thelr
crops fail. There gre, a8 a ruse, no roads
worthy of the name. There is no justice,
except for those able to pay liberally for it,
and, worst of all, there is no opporbunity
tor education, excert ir oue or two of the
largest cities, -and evem there the tacilities of-
fered are very poor.

The Spanish law provides for the teaching



