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Otber Mthere anc' M1oth,
SPANISFI RULE IN THE P'HILIPPIN~ES.

Thie Philippine Islands lie wvfoliy wifihi.n
thc Troffies, renclming a-t the soufli te w-ifhin
four imd a hlli degrees -of the equator. 131g
and little, tmeà umtunier saine six hiundred,
vax.yimxg ia size frein Luz-on, with its 40,00o
square iiies, te -tiny islefs hardly wvorbhy of
ftxe naine. The islainds are la nios t instances
of volca ie origin-, andi saveral fine volcaic
peahs inay stili be tee lii Luzon, Negros,
and Minxiaiuau. Destructive eruptiomîs have
occurred wîtlin receait fines Mille eaxith-
quakes ame frequent and often of greait via-
lence.

TVie climate lis intenseily hiot enmd in mxany
o! flic isIa.nds very uniîeaithy for Eur-opaans.
Their are four nioithe of rata, tour o! sun,
wirh intense îeatf, an.d four nmoxths o! vari-
able weawther at eacli chan1,ge of! the Mon-
sooixs. R~evolving stormis of great magnitude
anmd fxiglmfful violence occur at certain sea-
sons, ami frequently cause enormnous damnage
f0 propcrty, atrended w'itlî heavy loss of
hf e.

The tropical scemery in the for-esfs of tits
archipeingo is of unsurpasse-d spiendor, the
heaf and moisitAure oomnbining f0 produce va-
gefafIon of magnificence which beggax- de-
scriptioni. Gigamitde tu-eff, towering to a
heighif o! fwo or fhxeae hundred feet, are ee-
boorned with giacefui rattane, beaufiful
ferne, and exquisite orchilm, wliile uinder-
neatbh spleniitfree-ferns raar their 1-ovely
hieadig thix'ty or forty feet 'lntto air. So
dense is fixe vegetation in som~e 0f f heele for'-
este tihat thxe fierce tropical SUn haîrffy pene-
f rates ta flic ground beaeafh thern, and, fihe
dense u±ndergowth peirpetually dripe wirth
ni oistlme.

The populatioux o! -the islanas te esfdmate
at froxi emlhfb ten millIoms. The natives
îarc divided Int o saneimng lîke two hundred
firibes. encli w'th ifs pacuflar dialSct nd
Cuswons. Wifih fthe single exception o! fthe
Nerlt-os, tfhese fribes are of Malay extracf-
son. The lat(te people are a race of dwairf-
ishi blaekus, confiliad af present -b, a few of
file 10! txles*t nioun-bain ranges. Thxey are tihar-
acferized nof: aloife by their color, but by
thxe possessl-ox of cioseiy cuSling hala-, wilh
serves ait once to distilngul&h thei frmom Cile
sfraigimft-laired Mailay races. They ame coin-
mxonly belevedl t'a be file aboriginm o! fihe
Islands.

A nore deg'radcd race eould hardly be conx-
cedved'. Tlmey wandeS tlirough ftle forests ln
a afarte b)orderin-g cloiFely on absolu-te caudi-
t.Y, aind lîve oui wiatever 'they can pick friom
thie free or dlg ouf o! fthe ground. They
newer pracd.se agriculture, but soinehties
rnt a lîttle, suid are said f0 eaft mudh 0f
their oinmal food. raw. They build nuo
houses durlng fixe d.ry season, sleeping wlxer-
ecveu- nlgmht overtai-es tuxeim, and mnoving oui

when the fiieti beceine tiroublesoine. Txety
are a puiiy, sick-ly race, iuffd axe Sapid1l' be-
0oming e-xtixtet.

Turninig iiow dio tdie tribez of riay art-
gi., Nve tind tlîemi vabryiîg in tlicir deveiop-
nient frei a gùtate of absreluce savagery to
clvilizatioîî. Th2ie iliterio'rs of severai of tihe
larger islaflds are populated by nearly naked
tribes, iany ef wviose ieniberà i ~ave neveir
seen a wiiiite in. Hraviîvg nothlng to ùx-
cite the cupidity -of time Spanisam, tihey are
conipletey iiepeuidetnt.

The Meingyams -of Mindocro absbotutely deny
amy boe!e in n existence alter death, invaris-
abiy replying, wMiene questioned, fihaf when -a
man, ls dead Ilxe is, deiui 1 As r oomn as one ot
tixeir nuniber falls seriously 111, -he is deeerf-
ed by 11,s fSlinds, wvime abaindon ail itheir be-
long-ings, and ru= away and bide, theniselvem
lni tfie, jungle, changing their naines Vbo ln-
sure better Iuck ln future.

Extxanie poveSrby ls thle rule axuong time
civillzed natives, simd its cause it fouind in
ftic heavy burdei of taxatdon imposed upon
tmem by timeir Spanishl mnaers. Every per-
son ovew leighiteen years of age le requl-red
to procure anaiually a credula p>arsonal, or
doeurneat ýo! idenrbficatioin, thle charge for-
wviml varies fr n $1.50 to $25, according
tio fMe mneans of thle. applicaat.

Téhe aveirage native hes litime or no oppor-
tunity ito work for hiTe, and if lme &oes suc-
ceed ln securIng employaient, bis wages are
ofteux not morýe tLban five cents per day. H1e
lci usually unable to dispose of lis tamm. pro-
duots for cash, being coxipelleil to ehamge
sthemn foT otmher coiunnx.odm>)t1es.

In addt'am f0 this personal fax hhemr i
tax on cocoamut-tmrees, a tax on beasite of
burdemn, a ttax oui kilI14xg enimais for f o.od,
a tax focr keieping a --hop, a fax on mille and
-oil-preeseS, a itax -on weighf s îmud meastires,
a fax on coek-fighting, and so on f0 the end
of ftxe chapter. Art every tur~n the pooir na-
tive finds biaisai! face to face wlth the dire
necesity of -paying tribute; anmd he frequent-
ly spends his life ln an ineffectual effort to
rnef: thle -obligationse fins lmposed.

If fthe enormous sume fihue raieed weecx-
peinded eiven lmn part ln fthe improvemnt of
fthe colony, f here xigmf be womne justification
for its ýcO1lectlon. While the, laws in regard
fo lte disposifflon ar-e flot entJraly bad, ln
actual pracfdlse if for the most part fimds its
way imxfo the pockets of fhe Spanlsëh officiais,
thie amiual suirplus ainounting to flot miore
tiban ellght or nume millions of dollars.

WMille fixe officiais faitten thle nafives are
le! t to die 11k-e ca±ftle, If apidemle dîsease
bre,-aks ouf amtong tiheRn, or' f0 starve If t1heir
crops faifi. Tihere are, as a ruie, na ixads*E
wortghy -of the mnie. There is no justice,
exeeip)t for those aible to pay liberally for it,
atnd, worsf o! ail, tfher e i no oppormunity
foT edimeatimi, E.xMet 13- one or two of fihe
largesf cibilets, -and evesi there the lacîlities of-
fered are vemy poor.

The Spanish law providem for the teachlng
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