
CIEM ICAL W~ORKi IN CANADIAN AGRIICULTUIRE.

Prom oui- analyses, the points in favour of Canaclian oats
appear to be (i) a hicavy kernel, (2) a 1oiv percentage of mois-
turc, (3) highi albuminoids and (4) a large percentage of'fat. It
.must be rcmcmbered, iowvcvr, that oats, like wheat, are greatly
influenceci in comp)osition by thecir conditions of growth, and,
tiierefore, while tliere ;ýre many, samples e.xhibitingy the qualities
I have rnentioiied, there are inany districts in %vhich by c..arçftil
cultivation the feecling value of the oats rnight he increased.

THEIl GRASSES 0F CAXNA\DA.

The eÀiormnous importance to our farmers, stock raisers and
dairymien of palatable, nutritious and checap f odder led to a deter-
mination of the food constititents of many species of native and
introduced grasses. The analytical data already publisheci have
been largely obtained fromn the e.xamination of grasses grown
under the care of the Botanist of the Farmn at Ottawa, though a
considerable number of samples from Manitoba wvere also
analyseci.

Grasses rnav be clivideci into twvo agricultural classes; pasture
grasses and meadowv grasses, those of the first class springing up
wvell wvhen caten off, those of the second being characterized by
yielding a heavy crop of hay. The requireinents of a good grass
are: (i) That it should produce a heavy crop ; (2) That it
should be hardy ;(î) That it should be rich in the more valuable
food constituents; and (4) that it should be palatable.

0f native 1)asture grasses, I can speak in special com-
mendation of june Grass (Poa pnztensis), a rich, palatable
perennial. Lu ail respects it is a most excellent pasture grass,
abundant everywhere and wvorthy of more careful cultivation.
A careful study of this grass (sometimes known as Kentucky
Blue Grass) led Mr. Fletcher, the Botanist of the Farmns, and
myself to the conclusion that it wvas " undoubtedly tule Most
valuable pasture grass in the Dominion."

Red Top (Ag,,rostis vzdgSaris), though not a native grass, is
now very common. This also is a valuable grass and one


