
staff hvivc nevcr hcsitatcd to penetrate into the miost forbidding areaç,
fertile in rcsources to find or invent means by wbicli -.nexpected

difficulties may 1)e overcome. In canoe, in cart, by boit, or on the
trail they have prne forivard year after year, "b>' dint of t hotight and
h)ammiietriiig" they have coiiected great stores of information and have
b3' thieir collections and re&earches miade easiiy accessible to any %Vho
may choose to examine, the geology, the mnineraI resouices, and the

natuiral history of the northiern hialf of this continent frotu ocean to
oce.in, ani have di-.pl)ay-d ail this informiation in the most attractive

and instructive forin in the rooms of the MNuscunu in titis cit>'.
Blut the geological aspect of the work of the Survey department, is

at the present day otnly one of miany. 1-ere, stowved awvay ini cases and
high presses can be fottnd one of the largest and finest collections of
plants, illustrative of the botany of ail parts of our Dominion possible

to be obtained. Muchi of the work of this branch of the departmient
is invisible to the or(linary % isitor to the 'Museumî, since, unlike rock

specitiiens or tmasses of ore, dried plants a 'c perishable things and
cannot endure cxposurc to the light and open air. They inust be
carefully laid away and precautions taken to gu ard aastthe rava-ges

of insects anI other enemiies of tic botanîst's handiciwoxk. \'et hiere
in the caises of the Museunm are stored more thian t 00,000 specimlens

illustrating the distribution of our flora fr<>n thie foggy shIor(es of
Anîticosti to the grcein vallcys of the Islanîd of Vancotuver. T1he flora
of the Pence River district, of thc great plaîins, rnnd of the R<wky
Motttîtain steeps on the %vest, of the shores and islands of thc Atlantic
on the cast, as velI as of the country ab)ottt the great inland likt.s and

of <li-tant L abirador, are hiere rendered tvtila)!e for study' to ally one
interested in the botany of our country, and wvho may wishi, for puritoses

of comp.îtison or for any other cause, to examine the plant growthi of
any district whiatever. Theî etiormous value of such a1 collection can
scarceiy bu overestiniated, and its I)racticai utility itî determining the
fitniess of certain areas for the growth of wiic.t or oflher cereis, as
deterîiined by the flora of the district is an admitted fact, flot now called
in question by anyotic at ail familiar witli this branch of science. 1'o
the botanists of tie Survey, then, great credit and praise arc due for
the miagnificent coliections made and for the careful way in which this


