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~tlrt the erder in wvhic]i geology tells lhow they camie, %vas iii ne way
different froin that, toid by Moses. The four pi)10( were as9 foiios:-
First, a period iu svhich. ail vegetabie life came into bcing:. ; second, a
periodl in wvhicli aquatic or water-iiving aiiniais appeared, and third, a
period iii which. fowvis of the air and aIl winged animiais began to oxist,
.and fourth, a perlid iii whicii cartii and land animnais ap1)earcd witl
man as head over ail.

Mr. Thos. Huxlcey, ini reply, iuaintains that the t9stimony of tlie
rocks does not warrant a belief in any distinctive periods iii whicli plants
and animais first, nade their appearance, but appears to think that the
lower ferais of life, whether of plants or of animiais, came into existence
-about the sanio tit-ne. In that school of scientists who have accepted1
the general thcory of evolution as suiflicient to atccouint for ail the varied
and ever clianging fornis of life, it is heid that tue beginning of lifeo itseif
was simiply et phase of niatter, and wvas ne more nysterieus, andI ne more
-cai1ed for supernatural interference tlian the chemical cenibinatiens
continuialiy ta.king place round about uis. I thinlc 1 cannot do better
thian give a fewv quetatiens fromn Il Evoitition and the Origin of Life," by
Professer H. 0. Bastian, of University Coilege, London, E ngland. Ho
very cleariy states the case front an evointionist peint of viewv, and as
dceariy gives the reasons wvhy lie believes the gencrai thcory te be true.
1 cati oniy give shout quotations hiere and there, wvhich. yoti ail know

cannot do justice te any wvriter. lIn definîng wvhat the wvord impiies lie
.sitys "Evoltition imuplies continuity etnd tiniformity. It teaches lis
te look upen events of all kinds as the produets of continuoasiy opera-
ting causes ; it recognizes ne sudden breaks or causeiess stoppages in the
sequence of natarai phienomiena. it equally implies that natuiral events
do net vary spontaneousiy. lIt seeks te assure uis that the preperties
and tendencies iiew nianifesti iii our surirouniding, worid of t.hings are in
ai11 respects similar te those wvhich existed in the past. Witliout a
oasis of this kind Evelution wvouid be a niere idie dreani." An exam-
inaLien of the facts of science generaiiy, and of various every day phieno-

mena, teaches us, according to, the evoiutionist, that matter of ditierent
*kinds, situated as it is and lias been, graduaily tends within certain
limits te becomne more and more complex in its internai and external
-constitution, Coupling this conclusion with varieus astronomical datai


