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only by the slowaess with which the snow melted ini those cold,
ice-bound Marches, but also by the frost in the ground under the
800W tending to delay growth.

It is flot to be expected that two sprtngs s0 unusually early,,
two Marches of 80, remarkably high a temperature, will be fol-
lowed by a similar one. One of the conditions that make for the
early growth of plants is certainly present. 1 bave found, by
digging down through the three feet of closely packed sn0W and
ice in the woods, that the ground there is not frozen though it is
in the open field. 1herefore, when the snow disappears, or, in-
deed, betore that, plant-growth will be possible in the woods.
But the snow this year is of unusual depth,* and wiIl be longer in
melting, flot only because there is more to go, but because the
very *presence of such a mass of frozen matter makes for lower
temperatures. It is probable, however, that when spring does
corne it will corne in with a rush and be a rapid season. For with
temperature, as with other things, there is always a tendency to
rhythm, ta wave-motion ; so that, as we are having temperatures
so constant ly, so0 phenomenally low this winter, we may expect
unusually high temperatures later on. Although a cold winter
does not always presage a warmn spring (it did flot in 1875, the
coldest winter on record, nor in 1883, nor in s885), yet kt is flot
usual, Mr. Stupart informs me, to have more than three consecu-
tive months below normal. In dealing with the weather, how-
ever, it is certainly easier ta be wise after the event. Long fore-
casts regarding the weather, indeed, partake rather of the nature
of guess work than of tnie prophesy. The conditions affecting
weabher are s0 numerous, comptex and remote. as to make
meteorology the most difficult and the most backward of ail
sciences, flot even excepting physiology.

Finally, comparing the spring drouth Of 1903 with previaus
drouths at that season, we se. bow phenomenal it was. Mr.

As tuis article is being printed, 1 have .iscertaitied the snowfall of the
past winter to be 105.7 inches, which is 8.8 inches above the. average for
thirty years Even this h.avy snowfaIl did not everywhere protect the. groi.id
in the open during the. past severe winter. Tii. inowfall of t h.previnus win-
ter was unuuually hight, being but 7.1.9 inci..


