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Be ready in the golden Now
To do a helpful derd,

And neyer let a chance go by
To meet a sister's need.

Don't wait until another timne,
For she who waits may lose

The grandest chance of ail her lite;
It is not ours to choose.

The opportunities to do;
They corne at God.'s behest,

And she who neyer squanders one,
Is she who lives the best.

lEben E. Rexford in Ladies' Home journal.

THE INSPIRATION 0F THE
MINISTRY.

Whiie it is the ciaim of the Ministry of
the Society of Friends that those who
minister are moved by the inspiration

Sof the Divine Spirit, and that without
sucli an inspiration, received directly
t or the occasion, there can be no true
ministry such as is acceptable to God,

~and beneficial to man, yet, to those who
[are not,or have flot been called into that
service, it seemns surrounded by s0
Much of mystery that they are un-
able to cornprehend it. It is, there-
fore, the object of this paper to
present the thoughts and experience

.the writer, with the purpose to en-
@,avor to clear away the mystery wvhich,
'to the Young at least, seen-s to en-
velop it, and to furnish thern as far as
~e nay the evidences of the character
f,that inspiration, and of the ruanner
,Aiich it is coniveyed to, and. received
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£HERES NO TIME LIKE
PRESIENT.

There's no time like the present;
To.niorrow's far away,

And what our hands rnay find to do
God bids us do to.day.

by, the individual called into such a
service, as wvell as how the individual
thus called rnay knowv th at the cali is a
correct one; also %vhien we may know
that the word of command or direction
is given to minister.

XVhen we speak of the inspiration of
the Divine Spirit we usually mean to
be understood as referring to the imme-
diate revelation or direction of that
Spirit to the spiritual nature of man,
corning to the man by an internai, yet
conscious, impression that sorne special
work is to be perforrned, or that some
truth is needed for us to understand
and comprehend, whîch may become in
somne after tirne needful for us to bear
testimony to.

Such inspiration or imrmediate reve-
lation is not by any means confined to
those who may receive, or mnay have
received a cail to the ministry, but we
hold that, to the regenerated soul, al
knowiedge of such duties as are neces-
sary to be performed to secure a con-
tinued acceptance, or unity with the
Divine, must be received from such an
inspiration, and so, too, does the con-
ception of every truth essential to per,
fect man's happiness, or to equip him
for the Lord's service, corne from, the
saine source, even though the truth
may have beendeliveredthrough humnan
instruments ; yet, it is by the' inspira-
tion of the Divine Spirit we are enabled
to understand and cornprehend it.

This, then, being the nature and
character of inspiration as we under-
stand, and wiIl further consider it, it
rernains for us to enquire into its rela-
tion to the individuai cailed to the work
of the rninistry.

lits first ivork in these does not ma-
terially differ from, that required of al
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