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th.at stranger land te wvhich they wcre listeniing, only retîueiîîboredl in the
household treasury froin whieh, they p:issed away, iniouricd and wept for there,
with iindying love, thtît even in spirit watchied over the exiles iyhen the last
hour came, and made thein ledl low glaffly they would barter ail the gold
that lay heaped around i. cmi for one toue or sile froin the visible reality of
home.

In this vessel, with several others, hopeful and adventurous like hîmiiseuf,
with whom hie had been fauniliar for years, Hamilton emnbarkcd for (Jalifori.
XVith aching hearts those nearest and dearest to Min bade him f.trelvell ; but
hie cheered thema with prospects of sp)ecdy -and joyf'uI returu, though Iiis own
heart perhaps niisg-ave Min *as hooe; ai who shall say, that hie did iîot
thon repent of the stop whicli exiled lii froin his country and bis homne. The
vessel had a safe though not speedy voyage, to lier place o? destination. On
her arrivai at Sacrameonto, the pîcasant tidings wvcre dcspatchied to tinir homes,
that all had landed weIl, in good spirits, and witlî every prospect of success.
With their -afe arrivai, hialf the douibt aînd dauger of' tlieir absence seemed
surmounted, and the anxious liearts that biad followcd thei in thecir pathwaiy
over the great ocean, seecd to gathier zi portion of the hope and cheerfauess
which, animated the exiles, and began alrcudy to look forward to tâeir return.

Hamilton soon procured aclvantigeous employmnent; hie was wvilling to work
at anything that promiscd the speediest remnuneration, and his labours were
varied during his residence in that lawless rogion. Sometimes toiling at the
diggings--spade in hand-animated by the nicinory o? those for whoni lie toil-
eci. At others earning, larýge wages ns a seamian, during short voyages betweeni
the adjoining ports; as a book.-keoper, a labourer, or a director; ever active
and energetie, lus wealth increased with his exertions, and every day brought
the successf'ul returti flearer. Hie had niany hardships to encounter, and want
and privations of various kinds to endu~re, but ho had youth and health, and a
strong constitution, to mnet themn; and 'while, ho &aw others dying around him,
or turning away, disappointed and heart-sick, from, the place wlbere they had
not strength to labour, bis courage and thankfulness revived; as hie saw that
every day brought him, nearor to the accomplishment of his objeet, and that
with his many difficulties ho had escaped the worst of ail-prostration by
hardship and siekncss.

Cheering, accounts fromn '.-m camne with every mail from bis temporary home;
his suceess encouragcd e'hers to, follow in lis path, thoughi he neyer gave sudh
adviee, or by hope or counsel induced any te forsake their homes. Ho dwelt
on bis own success and under-rated bis trials, only te encourage tho friends,
who regarded him, with .,uch anxiety ; but often even af ter hie had penncd bis
most cheering letters, ivould lie turiu shrinkiing from the wvant and suffering
around hi.m, and envy the letter that was soon to find its way to the home ho
se yearned te sec.
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