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The New Year.

THE close of the oid year antd the be.T ln of othe new la a mot fit.

fiection. Then, if ever, shouldt even aie
mnt frivolous beatow a momentsa earneat
thought uPOn the Paut. andi Beek divine
aId to esaay the duties of the future.Standing as we do. inb the centre if loi-mensities, the Conflux of lt.ernities." ail
thîniga conspire to malle us feel tliat our
ilvea arî rapldly alldlng away, that they
ahaîl sbon have Paased for ever. Thesuccessive New Years are mlleatones, asIt were, by Whlch We neaure our pro-
greas througt, tîme.

A. travell3rs who cross the Alps.cllmblng th,, hoary mountaîns' aides. gainbroader. cLeftrer vision, and a Wider hort-
whlch they have ascendeti and percelvethat its devlous turnînga were necessary

L avold soIn crevasse or overcome nonme

dlflculty; andi as, gainling the aumînit o'e, Pass they behoii the fertile lîlaînoOf t_'mbardy and the far-shinîng city or-' tleir pligrîmage; BU, to Ur. thîe NewVEeare are bilitopg, as Il were, whence %veFi May look bacil on ail the way by whlcha he Lord our God bas ledt un. gnd tro*o Which. looking fodad fronte
'0 clearer view8or0 the endi of Our Jouirney,

» fthe goal of Our hope.à Our life'@ pathway noly ofteil sen.4 rugged and devloue. but rronî the van-2 tage.ground of added years we gain ovideràhorizons, and. .at luat, fromt the suprenieE vantage.ground of heaven vo maIY discer
è that 8Il lite's devlousa ways halve 1,eenpart of aodsg grat plan; that we haveheen ledlb a way that w.knew flot. hya way that we mîght flot have choseil totourselves, but by a way that liasle.
* Ise and gond andi troie.

At thesle meinorial iem baon v are es-Peciaiiy reminded of the shortness of ]ifeandi the fiight of tîme. I0 FtolY Scrip-ture the mnt fragile anti ephemeralthings are chosen to represent the dura-
tln Of human existence. Matie' daysare a handbreadth. and bis Years are asnoihing ln the slght of Goti. He la hlecrass that ln the mornlng fiourlsheth andigroweti Up fresh andi falr andi gemmedwlth dew. but whlch in the evenlng, dryand dead. euit down andti vthered. strewathe grounti. Lîke the fIight of an arrowthrough the Yleldlng air, or the glldlngof a keel through the refurnlng waves,that leaves no trace behinti-lke any-'thIng mont evanescent-seh, in tule slght

nf loti. le the lite of man.

The Christian Year.

O NE ut the complaints matie conrern-
log the International Lesson Sys-
tein la that It does fot sufficlently

recognize the grad festivals Of the Citrin-
tian Year-Chrlstmas Palm Sun.ay,
Easter. Ascension, Whltsuntide or Pente-
(»Ont. Tho syatem la baid upon a vider
and. vo thlnk, a wiser princlie. Its pur-Pose la to take the acholars over thewhoie Ot the Old and New TestamentScrlptures ln about seven Years. in titiscourse ail the avant@ of the Christian yearare fuily recognizeti, and ail the Christiandoctrines are luculcateti. The lessonsalso arrange that appropriate teachingashahl coînicide wlth the two more li-Portant of the Christian festivals, Christ-mas anti icoter. ln 1901. however, inoud lnterrulpt the Important story of
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