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and that the disasters wbich befeli bis cause
Were nlot attributable to any lack of energy on
his part. Wben ail was iost-wben fortune bad
Pronounced ber last word againet the Confeder-
Rte arms-Mr. Benjamin came to England to
begin in English courts the practice of the legal
Profession.

IlThe experiment mighit well seem foolhardy
and bopelees even in the case of a man of Mr.
Benjamin's energy and ability. He was pretty
,Well advanced in years. Hie professionai ante-
Cedents were not obvious preparations for suc-
cess bere. Ho had not been trained as a lawyer
111 One of the States of the Union in wbich the
common law, witb ail its incidents, bad taken
1'00t. He was not a Massachusetts or Penusyl-
Vanian lawyer, accustomed to handle Englisb
authorities and to apply Englisb ruies of pro-
Cedure. He was trained in Louisians, the
jurisprudence of whicb was formed of successive
layers of Roman, French and Spanish iaw,
anld the courts of wbich were accustomed, wben
the States codes afforded no guide, to go in
Bearcb of generai principies to Roman, French,
Or Spanisb authiorities. Probabiy this apparent
dîsadvantage wus an advantage in dieguise.
11I0wever great tbe practicai inconvenience of

* Sucb a state of legai confusion, experience in
ÎSncb a forum wae calculated to train Iawyers
WbIO were more than mere tradesmen and who
P0eeessed wide legal knowledge. In this echool
I-fr. Benjamin might well acquire that famili-
eritY witb and mastery over general principles
whiCh was the greateet of bis gifts as an advo-
Cnte- It was not an accident that Edward
'Livingeton, the first American lawyer to direct
attention to the subject of legai reform, began

bsWork in that State. Nor was it a fact of no
ýolequRence that Mfr. Benjamin received bis
legai training in circumstances in whicb it was
5 sential to attain a familiarity witb general
JirlaPrudence. When be arrived in this country
the fame of bis ability had preceded him, and
85 11IPathy with bim, as a political exile and the
rePresentative ,f a îost cause, emootbed bis
Patb. The late Lord Justice Turner, Lord
11atherly, and Sir Fitzroy Kelly bestirred them-
eelvees to procure for him a diepensation frozu
the flecessity of undergoing tbe usual period of
Probation before being called to the bar.
t'lnent firms of solicitors in Liverpool and
elseWhere rallied round hlm. The publication

of his book on the Law of Sale advanced bis
professional fortunes; and he rapidly rose in
favour until it became customary to retain hlm
as a matter of coui se in ail important cases be-
fore the Court of Appeals in the House of Lords.
He bad attained to an eminent position when
bis medical advisers warned hn that he
must no longer share in the excitement and
tumuit of forensic conteste, and he decided,
much to the regret of bis brethren, to retire
from bis profession."

LEOISLA TION IN ENGLAND.

Parliament now sits, not only during the
winter, but ail summer througb, and apparently
not even the autumnal shooting season is to be
held sacred; yet the quantity of actual work
acconiplished is not prodigious. The present
condition of thinge bas prompted an effort to
remedy the evil, and the House of Commons ls
in future to do a coneiderable part of its work,
or at ail events ot ite taiking, in sections. Mfr.
Gladstone, at the Lord Mayor's Banquet, Aug.
8, referred to the innovation ini the following
terme :

"9One word on the House of Commons itsolf.
Do wbat we may and labor as we may-freely
as members of that assembly spend their powers
and an amount of exertion neyer eqnailed, s0
far as I know, either in any former period or in
any other country, for the benefit of the land to
whicb they beiong-yet they stili seem as if
tbey were engaged in almost bop-less effort in
the multitude of demands that arise from every
quarter, while the multiplication of interests of
this vast and stili extending Empire appears to
defy the very best efforts they can mare. But
we have this year entered upon the first trial of
an experiment of the utmost interest. '£hat
experiment is known under the name of the
institution of what are cailed Grand Committees,
by which the House of Commons endeavors to
muitipiy itself for practicai purposes with a
judicious division of labor, applying to portions
of its work for which a part of its memb-ra are
proficient the energies of that part alone, and
leaving the rest free for undertaking though
perhaps not less important, yet separate pur-
poses. I earnestiy hope that the secret of self-
multiplication, whicb bas been largely used in
other lands, may be found effectuai bere, where
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