
THilE EDUCATIONAL RtECORD1.

secon(IVy sclîool, no uni versi ty, lîowever vcîîerable or reîîowlied,
or wvel1 equippcd,,or riclîly eii(owed, pi'ovi<ls the 1)Cst conditions
for the uitiiost (levelopiiicnt, uîîdler wisc discipline, of all the
poWCi'5s of oui' n1ature. As I coîîtiiplate the vaSt and glorlous
possibilities of this lîunîiaîiity whlîi we slîaîc, niy soul bows
down.î before ià Nvith reverelîce aldîî to ave ; but Nvlhen I turn to
the actualities of life so trivial, so mlean, so lînwortlîy, I blîîsl
w'ith stuaine for iny race. M'ho, in ii iseif, lias not suf1bred
the dee1 )est huîiliiatioîi, wh-leîi lie lias miade the (isap)pointing
comparisoni between wliat lie iiglit have beii and wliat lie
knoNws lic is. It is uune1eessary to say tlîat Uie fault is not
wvholly i i the c(lucatioli of ecdi lîlan. 1 know that very wvell.
I kuiow thiat hv 011V Nveakniess or ouir pcrvcrseîîess we fail, or we
refuse, to thîa e i ost of our aatac.But after full
accounît is takenl of the eflfeets of natural intirmiity and wvrong-
headedîîcss, there renai us a large residuuîîî of ijîdividual failure,
and tiierefore of national wceakncss and Nvi(lespread liardslîip
anîd sutffi(,ring, whiulî iuîist bc chai'gcd ag-aiîîst oui' ina(lequate
provision for educat ion. 1 miay bc told i bat even, after wvc have
Sediire(l the wvisest coniditionis and thie best discipline, we shall
stili have oui' Lqamhls 4an ui(r>1 Poos steepiii, tlîemsclves iii ardent
spirits, oui' Coleridges and oui' D)e Quineys plunging, into the
vohintary deliriumîî of the opium habit, oui' Shelicys and our
Byrons eiiîbruitîng thîcînselves, and dishionorinîg tlîcir genius by
their t'Xbatuclieiry. It is truc, 1 fear. After all shaHl have been
donc tlîat ean be donc1 to train ariglit our youth, faihîres wvill
stili rcul'i; but Lhat is 11o reasoîî for relaxing cffoî't, or for
resting content wvith an iniperfeet î'ealization of 011V aims. If
we desire the wvcl1-Ieing of oui' coi-niunity, if we love oui'
native land, if we 1101(1 (bai the biglîest iiiterests of our fellow
mcen, wc rnust, strive as mîîch as iii us lies Vo provide the best
coniditionis for the u tnîost devclopmnent, îinder wise discipline, of
aIl te powers of oui' nature.

Your attention lias ndfoubtedly tuî'ned to two evidenices of a
wide-spread feeling that oun' present educational proeesses arc
not entirely satisfaetory. The oie is thc vigorous protest lately
-niade in England, and sonîiewhat more faiîîtly eclîoed on this
side the Atlantic, agrainst examinations, hoth as a, basis o! school
ranking, and as a test of fltness to receive certain seholastie
honoî's, anf Vo fill certain, more or lcss, lucrative public employ-
ments. T1?îe otlier is Uie attention iîow dîrected to menua1

raining I r shail noV trespass on your time by a formai anaîysis
of these arraignînients of mnethods hitiierto in vogue. I simply
state Vlie lesson they read Vo me. They show me that the


