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i7 ebrtiir) as th- ~et-it of Decemboer. 'Uhic iclea or Christmas
ais a recligious fea-,si iiever seeîns tao have etotreci his mind. No
wl'bcre dIQ o li ake mentionî aith Illet 111\*Çerv accomplishied
on diat Oa. f couirse it nîit beh coiitetîdeci that thiere is un-
delyju g the wvhalc te beaultiful iiotta : etace on earth ta men of
rooad wvill ; but Dick:ens evicientlv 'argot the imie M~ien this divine

ainthcmn was first clianied ta meni. l n fact a pagýan Chî-i tm, sif
such were possible, %vou id, in ail prababili, , resemible very niuch
Christmias as cscribed by ii m-plctN ta e-at aind drink, fatn
andci errirnentt galore, but no Liaugh-It of Providenc- f*rom n-honi
corne ail thiese blcssings, no tlhaughlt of the Divinc Infant whose

eni'trantce inta this %vorid is suppased ta lie cciebrated.
Ili thlese (hi/,,. Ç'ù,any af tHe anihîar's characters that

ar*e prornptedi ta deeds of chn ,are influenced Io ict ilot by any
reliý-,ious spirit ini thieni ; not even docs conscienco. ltself stir Lienm
Up ; they are actuated sipl di te gh~sof ilheir b.id actions,
or of HIe goaci actions th-at they have amiitied. HE,:a1mpieS ta prove
thiis are naL 'van ting. It nIlhe very first i r- Chri.stinas Carat
-we find Scro-oge. Thscold nîiiserlv, aid flint-heart <' froin
wvhicli no steel liad ever striick- out gcîîeraus fire," gaecs out af) a
fine Gliristimas niorning- ta clumb fauîîd lus accuaintaîîces ly a coin-
plete chanige aif dispasitioni. \Vas tiîis tafrnaindue ta the

alwakiei- tif" sanie rehigiauis féeling- long- doarant ini his Stany
hleart ? No; aIlth0ou-h Dikîî,'ithiut iîîjurifg- Ilis stor-V ini aîîy

%v;av, nu i'dt. hiavecoti ed ta ha.ve 1hi17 act 1*ï4ouîl a retitgiaus moative
still hie chos)e ilît the gllosît of aid Maieis partner, "lia iin life
hiad equalied 'Scrauge ini ]is paovers of -graspll«iilY ig i and riudiîîg,
shauid appear anci w iini La clhaigoe lus v.

'lle C/u-,'sfm,"S<'-' are, iuowever, î'eclecîuued bv uîaiy gaood
qualities. particuii-ly by- the excellenut cliara«.cter--skezt-cluintg therein
La, be t'aund. D7ickciisý e\ccls, iin such delincatiau of' ch.tracter-.
To study Ille persoa-gs ini his novei-s is ta study the men and

xvouen w-e find ;troutd uis ini every day lif ; thui if we were ta
dlecide llct\wecg bis maie and tenuale characters we shouid certaiuiv
dedare iin favor cf tue latter. lIn ''lie Cinies " wve have Me.,l
the dutiful atnd alTectioîîate clatighter of poar Tuby Veck ; and

xuawhlerec cauid bc faund)c a mare perfect picture of the busv,
Zgooadi).tircdl hausewife than ini the persan af Dat, or a botter*


