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TESTING SEEDS.
A grest deal of vexation of spirit and disappointment
can be spared by the proper testing of samples of seeds,
whioh are about to be sown. Itis only a question of a

few days less than a week. A great flourish is being”

made of the fact that persons will shortly be able to
gend seeds to have their vitality tested at the new Ex-
perimental Farm at Ottawa. Our friends can just as
satisfactorily, and with far less trouble, test their own
seeds at home by any of the following simplé methods :

Take a sheet of blotting paper, upon which count 100
seeds; cover with another piece of blotting paper;
dempen and keep darnp. Place beside a stove or in some
warm place, at a temperature of seventy to seventy-five
degrees ; in four or five days the seeds will have germin-
ated. By counting the number of uusprouted seeds the
exect percentage of reliable seed can readily be arrived
at. White flannel mey be substituted for the bottom
layer of blotting paper; a common brick, placed in water
sufficient to reach nearly to its top without covering,
will answer to place the seeds on; oy a piece of cloth
folded in two, and laid in & smsall box containing damp
eerth, the seeds to be put between the folds of the
oloth, covering the whole with an inch of soil. Leave
for a week ; raise the upper fold of the cloth, and with
it the top soil. The good seeds will soon be perceptible.
Any of these plans are inexpensive, and can be relied
upon. By counting out one hundred seeds, the per-
ccntage is more easily arrived at than by putting in a
quantity, such as a spoonfulor a pinch. The heat need
not be kept so high at night; by allowing it to drop &
little will be fellowing uature.

To examine sumples for other seed : Take o piece of
black board, or a dark coloured cover to a took, spread
a small quantity apon it, and the strangers will be on
view. Examining by rubbing in the palm of the hand
is not reliable,

ARTIFICIAT, MANURES.

So muoch fraud has been practiged on the agricultural
community by dealers in go-called artificial manures
that ths Dominion Government last year passed an Act
of Parliament to protect farmers from these swindlers.
This act came into force on January last. Manufac-
turers or importers will now have to deposit samples of
their fertilizers with the Minister of Inland Revenne,
with a certified analysis of their contents. A copy of that
analysis must be on every parcel, package, bag or barrel
containing the fertilizer when delivered to the purchaser.
If the material does not come up to expeectation, the
purcbaser can forward samples to the Minister to be
compared with the deposited sampla ; and should it be
lacking in any of the properties, heavy penalties can be
inflicted. The certifcates have to be printed or branded
distinetly, and affized in such a manner that there will
be no danger of thwir being lost.

The purchaser will be able to know from the analysis
the quantity of the several articlee composing the fer-
tilizer. He can by these means ascertain whether he
is paying too much, as he can easily get to know the
commercial values of the different materiale. 8o it
will be the farmer's own fault if he is swindled into pay-
ing 340 per ton for stuff worth only about $2, as has
frequently beer. done. It is not a great wlile since a
pretended manufacturer from Guelph took in a lot of agri-
oulturists by selling phosphate in bags, of course taking
their notes 11 payment. When delivered it was nothing
else but dried night-soil, & spoonful or tws of ammonia
being thrown into each bag to give it a strong smell.
Farmers, beware of vendors who rely upon their
samples smelling strongly of ammonia. A single
spuonfal will give a etrong odour to & quantity of other
material. Ask to see the analysis, and keep a copy
when ordering your artificial manure. The passing of
this useful law means death to sanding guano, and we
may now expect to get the pure quill, and do our own
adalterating.

SurarrrrOSPHATE can be cheaply made by mixing
one hundred pounds of bones with thirty-five pounds of
sulphurio acid and ten pounds of water. The bones
should be placed in an old barrel, the larger ones broken
to help to dissolve. Then pour about balf of the acid
into the water ; stir the mass, and in a few hours add
the balance of the acid. As this will be rather strong,
it will be advisable $o reduce by mixing a little plaster.
Be careful that the sulphuric acid does not tounch the
clothing or person of the operator, else it will leave its
mark.

" Bussorist now for Tas Rurar. The farmer who does
not take it 18 himself the loser.



