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THlE RURAL CANADIAN.

BEES AND POUILTRY.

FIR2ST STEPS.

Very few make the industry their enly ene.
The majority keep (hem in addition te some other
business. Tho former roquire speoiai preparatien
by roading ana practise, te reacli beet succese, but
the majerity do net need sucli groudiug. When
ready the firet (hing wiil be choice of site, which
shonld bo witbin good boney supplies, sud net near
large bodies of water, ponde, ctc.-roturning
boavy-laden, bees often drep iute tho watcr and
are chilleid te death. Shelter tho hives froni higl
and cold winde, if net by trocs, thon by a board
fence, sud ivhen thus eholtercd face the hives
south or et.

The Myecs sbould bo near the bouse wbere they
may be always and readily lu sigliL, and quickly
reached lu swarming, etc. Thoy should net be
tee near the roadB, ana shouldl bo in as retired
a place as possible, sud safe from intrusion of
animais, etc. The hives shouid net stand dloser
(ogether (han ton foot, t.hon queens will net bo se
esily lest, and the bce-h-eeper bas more room, to
work. Lot theobivos stand lovel, about three iuches
£reom -thie ground, sud clear the space about them
aud cover with white saud, gravel, sawdust, etc.
When higb stands are used xuany becs are lest by
,nis.sing tho entrance aud perish on tho grouud.

Buy your becs lu spring, aud get (hem in
movable comb bive if possible, they cesting about
$8 te $10 for becs aud hives. The ",movable
comb- bive was invente by 11ev. L. L. Lang-
strath in 1850, sud iiuether ferraof itby the great
German hee-kceper, Dzierzon.

* This hive crcn(edl a revolution lu bee-oulture,
thie clief peints being these:

E nch coinb is put lute a frame (itself movable),
instead ef being fasteued te the saes aud top ef
tho hive, aud tho hivos are in snob form that yeu
cau examine the combs or becs at anytline 'wl(h-
out trouble.

You cau take eut the frames at any (ime, sud
remove them te other hives, or ex(ract tho boney,

* ana replace them for refifing. You can see how
much honey le in store, tho strcng-th of the colony
and can inecase or lessen it aud can even regulate
wbat number shail ho raised.

Yen can prevent swarming, or rather can make
swarms nt yeur leasure and pleasure sunply by di-
viding the colonies Aud yencan, aisedoetect the
presence of sny onemies, sucli as math-worma,
feui-brood, etc.

But you must net thinh- tbat ail (bat le neces-
sary ie te get eue ef these impreved bives, fnll of
good becs and, wlthout further intelligent care,
that honey wiil flow into a ripe showcr of dollars.

LOST QUEENS.

This often happens when (ho queen flics te meet
;,ha drane, and (ho day after tho becs 'will ho accu
graatiy oxcited, flying aud running about outaido
thie bives, and from eue te another. Seme will
gotootherbives, but (owardenid-day (ho rush cools
dowu, only te reappoar ucut moruing lu a taiuter
forni, and it stops atter the tbird day, tho becs
rcturning (o their usual work et bringing lu stores.

Sometimes a hive 'wil1 contain twe queeus, at (ho
same tlme, for weoks aud menths, aithougli (ho
rul is (bat only eue reigus nt a time.

COUHzrYS.

This breed bias attracted more attention sud
1brought biglier prices for a longer timo than any
other, but its chiot glory bas passed.

It wss (ho chiot cause oft ho fanieus Ilpoultry
mania- that swopt Engnd aud Amoxica uearly
forty yeara acgo-one oft(ho most remarkablo
"crazes " ef modem days.

F'or a sin~gle bird $500 vas often paid, or for a

peu eft(hem, and an lutoreet lu poultry-kooping
wae oxcited (bat bias steadily iuorcased.

Thoy were (ho fret efth(le kiud over seen thera
(in 1847), ana some peouliar mente were claimod
fer (hemn aning (beir (rue eues.

When (ho ieaction (ook placo people went te
tho opposite extremo and abused the breed un-
juetly, fer thoy have many good points, whioh (the
present genoration le oultivating with profit.

Tho variotios ef Ceaime are IlWhite," "4Buif,"
and Il Partridge." Thoe bas common are "1 Blaok,"
IlGrouse,> IlAmerican " sud" Cuokoo," ail being
namcd froni colour.

The 19 Black " le difficuit (e keep colour un-
stained. Tho"I Cuckoo " results freni a cross with
(ho IlGueldlre!3," sud the IlGrouse' jei simply a
darli partridge. Their genoral torm sud appear-
suce are (lie same- -fuill, deep, sud wlde. The
brenet should ho br-'ad and fuil-neck very short,
back short sud ve,'y broad, aýa legs short sud
vide spart.

The cock should wcigh ton or eleven pounde,
aud a good eue thirteen pounde, bons eight te ton
pounds.

The legs are hcavily feathered (eo oe os ad
(higlie weil covered with dewny feathers or- flui"
sud when (bis sud the other feathering ie fiue (ho
birde are well bred.

The loe are yellow with sometimes a (inge et
redl, but -white or green legs are net advisabie.

Tbe brst la eniallieli sud neat-cemb nmedium
sizo, neat, etraiglit sud ovenly cut, muset net ho
notched or twieted if for show peu.

The ear-lebes pure rcd, 'witbout auy white.
The (ail eft(ho ceckis email, but larger (bau tho
hans 'which le very smalI, sud noither shouia stand*
very erot or stiff. Tho hens being neariy cover-
od by (ho pleutitu l msaille feather.'

The wings, lu hotb, are very smali sud cioseiy
foidea ueatly te (ho body, sud tho madle feathers
form. a cushion on tho hiud part of (ho baci. The
wholo appearsuce le noble sud strikwg.

Tho "C'White," must ho pure lu colour witbout
a tecather of suy other colour.

The "lBuiff" varies in shado of colour, but the
birds lu a peu should agrce, sud a litTie blacki may
occur in (ho (ails et ceck and heu witbeut hanm.
Theo hache-s, back, saddle hackies, aud wing
coverte eft(ho I "B nf "cock arc et a rici gala colour.
If the neci hackle je peucilled with blacki it is
a ba fauit, but a ucilace not cioudod la net a
serions bleniel.

The chiokene efthis variety ueually cerne liglit-
or ln colour (han (heo odbirds, ud (ho latter get a
lit.tle ligliter celour aise alter escli mouit, aud (hie
requimes thie breding birds (o ho kept a couple of
ehados aner.

The "Partridge" bou'snock hackles are striped
-nith black- or briglit gold, (ho body is liglit brn
colour with very danl brewn marluga.

Tho ceok's hackhes sud sinddle, briglit mcd, blaci
stripe--back anr red, wlngs ame colonr, 'with a
olear cesebar et green biaci-brest sud under
body black, but net mottiod.

The Cochins nie very hardy-thive undor
very nfavourabie circumetancs, sud grew fast,
(hougli (ey feather slewly. Theybeam confinement
'voit - are quiet, sud domestie, peaccableasud asily
muae pets. Thoy caunot, fly over a (we foot
fonce; tho houe maie (ho hast of sitters sud
mothers, sud art, good layers, eepecisfly lu wiuter.

Tho fiosh le net as.gooa as somaoether breede,
(hougli pret(y faim whou young ; the bons arc aise
apt (o geL tee fat for gead layera, aud cvery couple
of dozen eggs thoy ley want te Ilset, wbich le
aïward wbcu eggs are wanted, but a blcssing if
clickons are lu dcmand.

Cochins are subject t(oa diseuse calledl "White
Comb," a powdery emuption on comb aud watties,
if net preventea, epraing ail oven (ho body, (ho
fcathers fOling off. This arises from dini aud

want of green ficod, and the reznedy ie plenty of
the latter, and a fow purges of six grains of jalap
at intervals of two or tliroe days, ; tho comb, eto.,
beingdresseedwith an eintment of four parts cocon-
nut oil, two oz. powdercd turmeria, ana one of sui-
phur.

The Coohin cannot bc called a good nmarket
fowl (unlees crossod with say Lorking or (Irove-
coeur), nor where eggs are the solo want is this
broed advisable.

S UN.FIiLO JVEP SEED.

A subsoriber writes us to lcarn if sunflower.
see ie good for poultry: We bave used it with
good success this year, and find it, gives the plu-
mage of our birds a glossy and smooth appearance
At firat, our fowls would flot ent them, net seeni
ing te distinguioli them from, sticks or stones, but
ini a short time they learned te open the sheils,
and devour the kernels as though they had net
been fed, while cern ana other grains were
scattered on the ground. Their change vas soon
noticeable; and va would advise ail breeders te
fed sunflower seeed; iL is net necessary te use -.
large quantity; we food a small quantity once a
day, and id it sufficient. Wu thank the amuse-
ment ef breaking tlhe sheill will turn eut just thie
(bing when our birde are cooped up thie winter,
as it will divert their attention from, egg-eating,
feather- pluoking and similar mischief.-Eanciers'
Exch ange Bulletin.

HIANJ)LING BEES.

Alter va have procured our stock of bos, it is
essential te know how te hanale thema, bo they
Italian, black or hybrid. Te the practical baud
it is ne task te open a hive and Ilgo (brougli " i%
as the bee-men say. But te the novice it looka
like a great undertaking te open a hive with its
thousanda of stingers (bat seem each and every
one of (hem ready (o pass out and plant (hem-
selves where (bey vinl do (the most good. Now,
thie secret ie this:- Becs 'when filledl with boney
are net incline te stlng unless they are squeezea.
To cause (hem, te fill themselves with beney i l
only necessary te frigliten (hemn ana (bey wmil
ruelito saývetheirmostvalunahleproperty. CloBing
the entrance ana rapping upon the sideaio the
hive a few (bues, or blewing smeke inte the
outrance or down among them from thie top -wMl
niake (boniload up and be docile. But tho
actions of the person have much te do wi(h it

a; it alinost seems as thougli bees kuow a
person who is afraid of (hem. in going te a hive
and opening it zuake slow, deliberate motions,
and kcep your bands away frem your face, unless
put thera slowly. I have known many persens
te bo stung by quicly throwing tl2eir bauds up
te their face when an angx bee came around,
the bec taldng it as a challenge te, flght. FirsL-ý,
got a good belews-smoler te begin 'with, fire iL
up 'with dry rotten woed; approacli tho hive
frein the aide te be out cf the way cf the flying
bees, and give one or (wo s(reng puifs at the
eutrance. Wait a minute or two for (hie te bave
effect, thon move the cap witb týs littie jar as
possible, remeve the quilt or honey board as
carofuly, blowing a littleismeke as You de se,
ana give the becs a little time to fill themsoivea
with beney. Tho little fellows will bo scen with
txeir licada stuaklu in ho colIs, lapping away fer
dear life.

Now, manke slow motions, pry (lie frames over
vfith as littie jar as cau bo, and whilo lcoking at
tho combe keop tbe breath froni striking (he becs
tee inuch, or yen ç7ml tbink Yen have beau struck
with a bot poker. IPatience ana. practico Wil
seon give the novice confidence. But do net
abuse your powcr aud amol-e tho poor becs eut
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