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TFthe hundredth part of whiat the New York
journals say about the inauguration festivities

in New York is truc President Harrison miust have
wished himself at home teaching his Bible class. t
is a pity that mien whô act like swine are so often
allowed to spoil public celebrationis.

M R. GLADSTONE'S tribute to Mr. Bright
suggests to a New York paper the. question,

Who will pay a similar tribute to Mr. Gladstone
wbeil he has gonieover to the niajority? Perhaps
the right reply would be nobody. Mr. Gladistone
is the last of his school. The best effort of the
-"business taiker," whio plumes himself on his direct
business style bears about the sanie relation to Glad-
stonian oratory that the '«simple talk " of the
exhorter who " just talks to the people" bears tc
the preaching of Dr. Chalmers.

iFParnell is c(rrectly reported, lie furîishceda
painful illustration the other d1ay of' the fact

tata mani can do hiniseif more harm in a fcw
minutes thali his 'vorst enernies cati do hitninl
years. He admitted, the report says. that he had
made 'a false or grossly cxaggýeratcd statenient. te
the 1-buse of Couinons a fcw years fago forý th epur-
pose of producing a certain effect. That admissioti
did the Irish leader more harinithan Ailthe forgerieý
of Pigott and ail the thunder-bolts of the Londor
Tirnes. Nobody can injure us so quicklyor su seriouslý
as ourselves.

T IlER E arc variouis ways of doing pastoral %vork
One of the clerical founders of the Thiri

Pàrty told a public meeting in Toronto Uhe othc:
week that hie does his ini this way:

1 amn sorry 1 have not donc any organizing for the NeN
Party, but in my pastoral visitation 1 talk up New Party-
make it a part of mny pastoral workc; and ny deternunationi
to work it on that line, and every legitimnate line tliat I car
(Hear, bear.)
Professors of Pasto)ral Theology siould inake a not
of this new niethod. Werc Hugh Miller alive no%
he could not say that a pastoral visit oflen consisi
of an hour's gossip with a short prayer tacked to th
cnd of it.

COMMENTING on Sir Charles Russell's greaCspeech theI3ritis/z WVecktljsavs:
A speech more skilful, more laborious, mnore possessedg

the true quality of eloquence bas bardly been heard in th
generation, and it ended as it could alone fitly end, in somi
tbing very like a burst of tears. It is indeed marvellous th.
Sir Charles Russell, who 15 50 perfectly at home in the la
court, should be practically no force ini Parliament, easil
4surpassed by many men who have had no legal training ar
little practice in public speech.

t does not by any means follow that because
mn:t cati speak well in one place lie cati spea
equally well in any other place. Greatilawycrs arc oftc
great failures ini 1arlialieflt and on the platforr
The best preachers often niake poor appearances
church courts and somne men who takc the lead
cý%t-hur c corts caoscarely reacth At al]. Eve
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perfect-so few things lu this worid are. The
ladies ýresent far outnumbered the sterner sex, and
the young men were in a decided minority. The
excellence of the institution, its careful and judi-'
cious management, thc catholicity of its character
and the admirable work it is doing, entitle it to the
warm sympathy and support of the Christian coni-
munity. Lt has, however to be borne in mmnd that
5<) many and su vanied are the claims on the inter-
est and attention of the citizens that the attend-
anice, iu the circunstances, niight be considered
rather encouraging thani otherwise. The fact is
that modern church life and our social life generally
are almost strangied by organizations. Lt is just
possible that over-pressure ln this direction will
tend to a reactioti in favour of individualism. The
arrangements of the meetinig were excellent, and
well carried out. The speaking was within reason-
able limits, and above the average in quality. The
good work accomplished by the society and its re-
newed prospcrity are blessings for which the ChrisL*

>tian communitv shouid be sincerely grateful, and
their gratitude can easily find expression in increascd
support, to enable the society to extend its opera-
tions. Since his appointment as secretary, Dr. Mof-
fat bas rendered excellent and efficient service.

T lHE sale of Knox College is, we judge, a pure
S matter of business, and shouid be dealt with

son purely business principles. The building is
scarcely oid enough yet to have many sentimental
considerations connected with it. The principal

tquestion is, Would it pay to scîl ? At first blush,
and without any special examination of the question

ewe should say it would pay weil to seli and rebuiid.
D Assuming that the present property would bring

about $300,000, and that a site could be obtained in
the Queen's Park at a nominal figure, we fail to sec
lhow the transaction could be an unprofltable one for
the Church. Prcsbyterians have as good a right to
a free site in the Park as the Mcthodists anid Bap-
tists have,-that is they have no night at aIl, but if
frce sites are the order of the day, there is no reason

dwhy they should not have une. If a site can bc
>obtained ini tiis way, a quarter of a million inight bc

cxpended on a new building, and if tlierc is aiïy-
thing over let it be used ln making additions tn the

Slibrary. The prescrit building cost, we believe, in
round numbers, a liundred and twcnty thousaud

y' dollars. It is a fairly good building, but too snîall.
A much larger and bctter one cati be crectcd for a
quarter of a million. If the Church is to keep a

k.boarding house for students, it should bc large
'd enough to accommodate ail the students wbo wish
r to board within the walls. Of one thing, evcrybody

may rest assured,-the present site will flot be sold
ýW for a cent iess thau its value. [f the worthy citizens
-I of Toronto, who reside lu that neighbourhood, want
iS a park, they are quite able to pay for the luxury.
,n What the late Hqn. Mr. Baldwin, iutended to do withi

tethe property is neither here for there in the matter.
.C What he did do was to bequeath it to a relative, and

Sthat relative sold it to the Church and was paid for it.
ts In a few years the property will bc ini the very

he centre of the city, and niay bc worth haîf a million.

Churches are not famous for iînaking good bargains,
but the mari wbo bought this property miade a good

'a one. No doubt the College Board understand that,
and ivili govern themselvcs accordingly.

of__________
àiS -

e- X~ HATEVER others may think of the ortho-
at WV doxy of Dr. Marcus Dods, of Glasgow, his

aw

aàs value of your teaching, in which, witb a Ioyaltv to trutb,a
rtwide synipathy, and an unaffected charity, you bave sougbi
rdto win men to a consideration of the dlaims of Christ, andbd ave always set before then' a higb ideal of Chri.stiar

st, character.
Ca.We consider oursel,-es highly privileged in being asso.

;h- ciated with your ministry, and sincerely hope that tbe advan.
9a tages we enjoy may be long continued.
ti With bis usuai frankness Dr. Dods admitted that z
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min ister needs an occasional '<demonstration " for
the following reason arnong others:

Now they would allow him to say that the profession of a
minister was a very hunibling one, and he needed occasi on-
ally-say once in a quarter of a century-some demnonstration
of this kind. Ill-natured anonymous letters and venomous
carefully unsigned articles in provincial newspapers affected
one not at ail. He was a very tbin-skinned man through
whose skin these littie stings penetrated. But it was a most
humbling experience to remnember on Monday the points you
ought to bave made on Sunday ; to meet witb an intelligent
laynian and to bave hlm congratulat ' ng you on teaching a
doctrine wbicb you thougbt you had final!y disposed of in
your sermon ; to preacb and do your best for five-and-twenty
years, and find at tbe end of it your cburcb baîf filled baîf
the day.
These hurnbling experiences* corne iniie 1()lt of
every minister, but few have such a cornifortable off-
set put in against theni as Dr. Dods.

RUSSIAN DESPOTJSM.

IF vast tcrritory, large resources, a gigantic anniy.
a tolerable navy, a largely-developed railway

systeni and comklete govern mental central iza-
tion could make a powerful nation, then Russia is
one of the most formidable powers on the face of
the earth. Lt is confessedly a powerful nation.
The policy of all European powers is more or less
shaped in view of Russian conditions and suspected
intentions. Its extension to the Pacific coast on the
East and the construction of a trans-continental rail-
way Icave nu room for doubt that ail northern Asia
is now in her grasp. Neither can it be doubted
that her detenm ination to push southward is as fini)
and urishaken as it was when she encountered the
English and French allies ln the Crimea. Her forces
are now massed on the southern frontier, ready for
any cventuality. Lt is Russian ambition mainly that
renders ail Europe one vast armed camp. The fear
of Russian aggression induced England to secure
control of the Suez Canal and get possession«iof Cyp-
ruis. Russian ascendancy is the priniary cause of
the large increase of the British navy that has been
recently resolved upon. To the apprehlensions
caused by the magnitude of the Russian niilitary
power the triple Alliance is due. Doings and re-
solves at St. Petersburg are of great intcrest to all
the nations of Europe. Russian designs are pursued
with a restiess energy and a sleepless vigilance. Nu
complication, however great, no national disturbance,
howt:ver apparently trivial, escapes the niotice of thc
Russian Government. ts agents arc industriousiy
occupicd ini the smailest of the Balkàn States, and
among the wandering tribes of Asia, just as her
diplomatic representatives are ever on the alert at
European courts.

While it is truc that Russia is formidable tu all
European States, she is not frcc froin ininous inter-
nai weaknesses. Slie is the mnost dcspotic of ail the
existing great powcrs. The father of the prescrit
Eniperor at one time sceed anxious tu extend a
degrec of freedom somewhat consonant with neod-
eru ideas. He liberated the serfs, and seemied dis-
poscd to niake their condition in other respects
more toicrable. This, however, was intensely dis-
pleasing to the oligarchic nobles who ivere deter-
mmced to prevent the curtailment of their feudal
powers and priviieges. 1le paused in his progress,
and by su doing provokcd the resentinent,'of the
Nihiiists, who waited for tie opportunity when they
could bring their mnurderous bomb;s into play. Thc
awful crime of assassinatint, Alexander II. car i in n
sense admit of justification,, and as a consequence i.
retarded the advance of frecdoni, and bas oniy more
flntnly rivetted the shackles of the conimon peuple,'
whosc life is little better than one prolouged misery.
Freedoin as understood in constitutionally governed

*suspected df synipatbizing %vitb revolutionary doc-
trines. The power of Russian repression is great,
but in the human boul there are stihi greater forces
of resistance. Unless relaxatien of despotic, sway

at cornes sr'on, the day is certainly approaching when


