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TiiEv are a sturdy anti whoie.soul',d race down by
îlîc sep- The heaiîiifui Atlantic brces give telne ta
body andi minci. Titis. llea"!hfulnicss as apparent in
the moral andi religious activities of thc Maritimec
Provincecs. Thc Iioncer l'rcsbyterian piper in the
Dominion, the H-alifax 11s*fnêss, with cltaracter:stic
cordiaiity, extencis ils lÇcw \'ears grectings to con-
temporarica. For ourseives, tcesc wic most licartiiy

- reciprocatc, atîd wisiî tic IViiiieis the continueci and
increasing prospcrity whlich by its fidciity te principlc,
enterprise :and ability it se richiy dcservcs. Thtis is
how it takes up its parable .t 'l'li lebI-ritu, If ïl-
sies beizig ttc oldest Presbytcrian periodical iii the
Dominion it becomes us to wish our younger fracnds
of the press the compliments oif thosenson .a Il ippy
New Year,» "'many returns,» andi se forth. Andi
niest he-rtiiy do wc wish thcm al-thc youngcst as
Weil as the oldest, the wcakcest as weii as the strong.
est, a vcry prosperous future. The olciest of' our
i>resbyterian crnnîcmporarics is TIIE CANADA. PKS
I-1IFkIAN, of Toronto, a journal whîch is tîigiîiy credi.

table te the enterprise of ils publishier, Nir. Robinson,
and te its editor andi brilliant corps cf cotîtributors.
WVe regard MItE I'RESLIN-FERIAN as no Ilinstitution"
which the i'rcsbyterian Church coulci fot spare.

DaR. PARIKER lias this Io say of the reiigious press.
li is a puipit on i,- wing -articles are aeraitons, andi re 'views are spirttuai monitors. Thecis a minisîry o! tiepen

as wcii as of thc voice. . . It is te ass.tîance wlaich, s n
man> respects, te miisitry ocmis more thin any other;
but if the oîinistcy wouid recet c i., the minasir>' niust rccog.
nire in cvcry Chtrisuian editor a frit, w-t:aix.urer in the great
cause of Christian educatiori and mîoral progrcss, and must
cesse to thinit of the rcligious press as ther than a colleague

nd fuienci. We play for preachers, rrîssîonaricsanrl tcachiers.
Why shoulci we omit (rom otir supp. ;allons Ibrcthren wlhose
influence is ianmeasurably wider, in wiaos îxouer it is tu
ffive the Gospel a universal hcaring ?
Ail true, no doubt; but, though wc have attendeci
church with praiseworthy rcguiarîty for many z ycar,
we never heard a petition olTocr for the editors sif
religious journals. %%TC have heard politicai editors
prayecd for accasionally, several limies in a tone whachI
seemeci to indicate that the gooci man offéring the
petition liac vcry little hoç.a; but wc itevcr heard a
petition offered for the edîtor of a churrh papcr. Put
this is not ait. W'e have .;ead with great delight many
cf the prayers tiîat Dr. Pariter publishes in volumes
cf serinons, andi we have neyer yct scenr a petition
thcre for an editor cf any kinci. There may be some
such pttitions, but wc never saw one, andc we have
rcad many cf these prayers with great deiiht. Evi-
dentiy Dr. Parker's thcory in titis malter is botter
than bis practice.

THE Christian.at- Wark <lacs not dispiay ils usuai
wisdam in making this remark:

The politician devotcd thrc heurs !a reading the Piedi-
dent's message, andi -ne next Suraaay, attendtng church,
comple.ned of the I1 --igth cf the pastor's forty-minute ser-
Mon. Sa we go.
Yes, but the compa-ison is nota fair die. Thc Presi-
dent publishes but ane messagc a year, andi the
preacher delivers over ont hundrcd.scrnons. If you
coutl prayer meeting acidresses tie speaks te the saine
people over one hundrcd andi tifty timies. If tiîc

i'rcsldent Ilublisiec aite tundred i essiges a )-car very
few peouple wctild use t.iten for aaiytiting but wtt
paper. Not ane marn ilt len tîtousanci wotild tltink of
teatling tlîem. We have litarci siiut observations
inde Ira titis country', andi quite frequently by minis-
ters. A gooci brailler often proves trio depravit>' cf
our age b>' saying Iint nien wili listen te '.%r. Iliakc or
Sir John Macdoenaldi or Sir Richtard Cartwrigtt twa
or ilîrre heurs andi complain if a sermnît is over hnit-
nnltour iii lengthl. Nu puîblic mitan Canada, cran'
where eise for tat tillier, can deliver ont 11MUndUt

andi Cift political aîldresses in a ycar, andi have any
.itîdience at.ai. There wouldinet benasotl pr 'sent in

îhre.aacnti.Chtristian ttîcn, andi esl;>tcially Cliris-
tinu miutisters. shculd net belitte the preaclîIng of
tc Gospel by sucit coniparisons. The oîtiv kinti cf

public address ti nîcn wili continue te lîcar andi pay
for al the year rouind L: a sermion.

Titi.. Preshyterlan ininisteri. of Citicago have taken
a step witicit ita>' tcnd te ver>' niaritet resuits in dit
cil>'. A. fcw weeks ago ttc>' met, andi spent twn days
in priyer. A week'ttter crn, ilie> slient anotiter day ini
devotional exorcises. Last weck tue>' met with ta
tice.bearers cf ilîcir cîturcîtes, andi, at the close of a

day spcnt in prayer ilie> pni-took cf the 1.ort's Supper
together. IThe abject of cadi mieetinîg was prepara-
lion for tîteir work ana prayer l'or ani outpouring cf
tue Ilol> Spirit. Most rtslpectfuily (le we nsk if né-
casional meetings 'if this kindc ýoulId no>t be a great
imiprovement on tht ordinary nmnisters mieettng, andi
aIso on tue ortiuitary convention ? We arc certain il
would. Evcnt sujiposing ne direct bentrit catiec te
tîtose engageci, the ancrai cffcct on the people untier
the pastoral carc of the tninistcrs coulti not fait ta bc
cf the besi kinti. Fewv tain wito htave any regard for
religion ai ait are se liairdeneci as net to be aneveti by
a knnwledge cf tue fact ilînt ilîcir pastors are elpending
tiays in prayer for theati. Evert tien wiîo carc littie
for prenchîing are cften toucli ien pîtycti for. %Vc
have long been of Iale opinion titat frequent meetings
cf a distioctively sî,iritual character would heip iniifas.
ters îcry much andI increase their influence. 'rte
averagc meîetings of a Citurcit Couart unfcrtunateiy have
ton nften tle opposite efiect. Ccnvenî ions arc cf tiile
use except where vzry kew cf titein have been litid.
Is titere aid rceitî for an oce-tsiona.l meîeting cf minis.
lors for tiistinciively devotianai purposes 1

Lx.çr %week ttc citizens cf Toronto were iskcd ta say
ai tue pois whetter liquer shoulci rude lte city, and
ttc>' answereti with tfmcst cmpliatic "no." Some-
bodiy put the point at issuc very well at thc close ofîhe
centest wicn lite said : IlEven if a nin dcs take a
glass cf beer tte docs atot want beer to ruile." Toronto
is net quite se whiskey-ricidcn as a gondi many people
suppescd. No tioubt ttc traffic tas imnincnse influence,
but it is net omnipotentt. A majorityo f thz people
îîay or nîay net bc in favour of prohtibitioni ; but a mobt
undoubtet intjorit>' cf thein arc opposeti ta making
w?'îr.key king. l'ie reputable dealers maie canimen
cause witit the worst elamecnts in tite city, anti tiîc
people rase in their migtanti burieci the combinatica
under a majority cf ne-iriy Iwo thousani. Ilati thc
respectable tiealers purçued a different course tte re-
suit oîight have been i e-ry dificrenî. Ihe>' wouid Lave
nothing te tic with the people wlte wisheci ta reduce
the tunîbcr cf iicenses. Mr. Maccionneli and Mr.
Miltigan coulci scarcel>' get a hcaring at a meeting
calkid ta tiiscuss the license question. Thetîraffic
woulti bc satisfled witt notting lcss than the crushing
cf Mr. i-land. H-e 'tas flot ýrushcd ta any grent
exteot. The abuse iteapeci upon ministers and ilters
over ail this P>rovince b>' two or tre paid i gcnts cf
ttc traffic di more te, carry the Scaît Act in, nan>'
cotntis than aimost any agency we know cf. The
ccnduêit cf saine of thc liquor mca in this cil>' didcI à te
as muchti teclect 'Mr. Hcwland as hi committees. Ail
içe ned te ripen public opinion 'or prohibition is te
give a certain ciass <'f liquor dealers a chance ta dis.
play tteriiscli'es.

WiV Lave net reand anything for a long time more
bun.iîn te a Canadian than thc statenient miade
by se rany> journais that the ladies who voteci hast
week at the municipal elections were net insulted in
tite poiling booths. How dit! thc writers anti their
friencis exý,ect that these ladies would be trea'ted? Are
dtputyreturning offluters, scrutiners and othter persans
doing dty ait the polis sucit boors or such biack-

r-

gîtards tîtat it wai expectei Ilte Indita woîtid b. in-
sulîcci whten lte> camne ta vote? Is -I pollng bocît
sttch Il slnk cf rufianlni lIt .1 feniale voter tun a
grent risktb>'aplpcartngi tere? Eviîtently aconsidcr-
able nuniber of people Ilieuglît su. lThe simple state-
ment that the Inaties were îlot insulîcci iplics a most
humiiiating rtflectlon laion the iten vite laie part in
electiotîs. It is gratlfying te koow that tte wcrst
lhing Ilvit lituipncti te tîte ladhes who ite oe in
Tci-ento wa!9 titat a large pîroplortion cf ilienil were
swcrn. In Ail conscience, titis cf lîseif Was bat!
enougît. Let us be thîankful, liowevcr, tîtat natiting
wntrse ltapperied in lte Qucen City'. hn titis city cf
chiurcies-ttte capital of te l'roviiice-this cille cf
calieges-the seat ci tht liw courts andi wliaî net-cI
us bc tliankful that lit tIts ciy ladiei tîtat îîa> teir
tacs, anci arc altowct! by law te vote, were 1iermitteti
te de se without bcing insulteti b> the nien who laite
part inii etît ir. eV-ctiotîs. iiow thinnlful Ille ladies
stoulic bc thiat tey werc net ia.ltreaitetl under te
slîadow cf our temîples cf justice. Civilization andi
Clarisîlanit' arc tioing a great dcii for Toronto. A
woman can actually vote in Ibis caial'itlcut, beig
insulîtid 1 Is tttcrc an>' alier vit>'ii lit te wàrtd in
wliiclt iomen are ircatd se itantsoiiicly?
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IT is net tîaaiy ycnis sinice an cinent iliinister cf
anotiter denotîiination asserted tîtat l'resbytcrianism
uvas coîigenial ta Scoiclinien -bnil peuple frein the
North cf iclatut, but tliti was îtnsîîitec for Cana-
dians. l'tc sayings cf great m~en are ttot always the
crisp enîbdimnent tif wîsdom. 'hilîe litas net verifieti
te goud i n's reniant, andti eents since in Canada
anti chewiere htave shawn ce~nciîisively that I'resby.
teriartasin is ot necessari!y affecteci by nationial tent.
peranieni, nor b>' geographic limitation.

The renartable tesults foling missionary labour
in lte jalpanese Empire bear testîmcny tthe fact titat
as a sysîtnii cf order>' Cturch poiity Prcsbytcrianism
is cf wcrild-wicle application. Ttc wonderfuh move-
mient now progrebsing in millan attlarda mauci. for
deeper thankfuincss anti hepe than tite adoption cf
a moire ecclesiastical systeni is fiti ta occasion. To
bring the natives ta a fle of faili in Christ Jesus is one
aloi cf ait missionar>' enterprise. Otiier evangelicat
denina;iens besitie tte Presb>ierian have liat their
zealoui; labours abuaitant>' biesseti, anci in this Clu-is-
dans cf the varicus Churches have reasans for je>' and
îiîanksguving.

The Ret'. Hehiry Loomis, agent cf tue Anîtrican
lBie Society' at Yokoamna, sentisa mast interesting
comnmunication te ttc New Yerk Indentfident in which
tie gives an accaunt cf tîte Tiaird Generai Assenîbly
cf thec Unitedi Church cf Christ in Japan. The meet-
ings were lieit in laie, in a large htall original>'
erecteti b>' those wte desureci ta appose Christianit>'.
Large numbers attendecc the various meetings. There
were sixty-oauc representatives proscrnt.

'lie precccdings, as reporteci, bcar a chose reseni-
blance ta those of an>' ailler Assemtb>' ini Canada, or
aaîywliere -Ise whîcre sitoilar meetings huave been heiti
for generatiens. Ttc retiriog Moderator preacteci
te apening sermon, anti ttc Rev. MIr. Ogî:ic was
cicctcd ta ttc chair. He is a gratitiate cf Rutger's
Coilege andi tue New Brunswick, N. J., lTteologiçai
Scmninar. Mr. Ognac, it is staicci, presideti with
great tact anti dignit>'. Ttc churcites representet! at
the Japanese Asscmbly w'tre formec i hrough the la-
beurs cf the Ainerican Presbyterîan, Refermeci
(Dutct) and the Scaitish United! Prcsbyterian mis-
stonaries. Fcrty-feur organizeti congregatiens were
representeci at tte Absembly, comprisang an aggregate
membership cf about 4,300, an increase cf scvenîy
ptr cent. situce the last meeting two >'ears aga.

The firsi Protestant congregation arganizeu in Ja-
pan' is naimed ttc Kaigan Dori Cturch. It was
formeti az Yokohama wiîh tweive members, in AMarch,
1872. its oîenbership, is now reponed as 237, Thuis
congregation dtiring the tast two years coittributeci
about $:,2ao, a littie oî'tr $4,per niember, a gond
illustration cf tue zeai int! iiberality.cf the converts.

Anether trncouraging feature cf Christiana work in
Japan is ttc fact thal a vigerous andi devoteci native
ministry is being cducteti. lTher. is a theological
seminar>' ai lkide wvith thirty-six yaung men pt:e.
patrlng for the woik of prtaching the Gospel ta their
fehlow-ceuntrymen. At the Asseînbly meetings a
plan for evangclistic wark was carefully matured, and
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