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ON THE CANADA PACIFIC RATLWAY

MR. EpiTor,~Having soma timo tloco mada a
visit from this polnt along this important lng of mail.
way as {ar as it yet extends, possibly a short sketch of
the trip might be seful to your readars genesaily, by
glving them some Information about a part of the
country not yet very well known to many, and inter-
esting more especialiy to members of cur Church &s
showing {ts needs and rapid growth In some parts of
Ontario, as well as in Manitoba and the North-West,

- Although not o cultivated and public as many parts
of the Province, the Ottawa Valley and regions around
Lake Niplissing ean boast of attractlons of their own
not surpassed by any part of the country and rarely
equalled. Wehaverocks and hillsand valleys, forests,
rivers broken by many a rapld and chuts, and lakes
in endless number and diversity in appearance. This
part of the ccuntry too is improving at & rate secesd
to no other elmost within the Dominlon, It Is litle
more than seven years since the first rallway tnain
entered Pembroke, one hundred miles above Ottawa,
and for two or three years after that there was oo
prospect of railway beyond, Now you can go two
hundred and thirty miles by rail above this place, one
hundred and forty-Sive of thess {n cars not only
spaclous and comfortable, but even elegant, Wken
your correspondent first visited Mattawa, onshundred
miles up the Ottawa, some seven years ago, ha went
by four different boats, over three portages by waggon,
and took thirty-six hours. Now it can be done with
care and comfort in little more than four hours.
Then there was but one street and a bit of
another through among the boulders of the rathe:
primitive looking villsge aforesaid. It has, I should
say, quite doubled in size, is almost entirely a
renewed, if not a new place, and looks spick and
span and quite as ambitious as any modern village
is expecied to be. Then there was no Protestant
church, no Protestant minister, and no manse or par-
sonage ; now looking down fram the helghts over-
banging it you so¢ three Protestant churches, & Pres-
byterian manse, an English church parsonage, and
three sometimes five Protestant ministers are at work
there, aflording & most striking, perbaps I should say
amost painful instance, of apparently wasted resources
in men and money caused by our divisions. Between
Pembroke and Mattawa two Presbyterlan ministers,
Rev. Messrs. Turnbull, and McKechnie, give moreor
lass regular supply at points along the line where afew
familles are clustered together ; Chslk River, Polnt
Alexander, Rockeliffe, Deux Rivers, and Klock’s Mill,
Beyond Mattaws, as far as Sudbury Junction, one
hundred and thirty miles further, the supply is much
less. There are sca'tered families all along the road
for fully one balf of that distance, and three villages
in the first stages ot growth, North Bay, Sturgeon
Falls and Sudbury Junction, and at present a young
Methodist student, with occasional visits from others
arg all the supply of religious ordinances provided,
not to speak of about four thousand men employed on
the railway, mostly Roman Catholics indeed, but with
not a few of tham Protestants,

At the ume of the visn referred to, the road was
rct completed to within between two and three miles
of tho Junctica., It was muddy and wet to the last
degree ; so with pants rolled up and our packs over
our shouldzrs or in hand we plunged through mud and
water, over ties and trestle work and reached Sudbury.
A log shanty, but commodious, clean and comfortable,
was cur stopping place. It was kept by a Roman
Catholic, but here we had service in the evening, and
though it was pitch dark, and mod and mater every-
where, fifteen mea and coe woman were present, not
a few of whom I bad met elsewhere. One visit from
our student missicnary in summer, and one from an
Anglican clergyman from the Algoma Mills direction,
were 2" which bad been made there by Protestant
ministers. This i3 to b2 2 polnt of soms importance,
and already there is a Roman Catholic church built
there. Itis to be hoped that before a year pass there
may also bo at least cne Pretestant charch there,
and at North Bay, at lesst. The time and ¢l
cumstances bel - unfavourable for dolng much, next
day we left, asd pext ageln reached Sturgepn Falls.
He-= sbere is 3 good begioaing of a villaze, ahd Pres.
bytesianism is well represented 'n it, and both tha
other places mentioned. * On my first visit in Septem
ber, T preached bare o 8 kitchen, with a cooking
stove on one hand, and a cradls with a baby Init on the
other, and the audicncs of twenty-five or thirty before

me. A fow weeks had made a great Improvemest In
the appearance of the village, and on this occasion
there was & now schoolhouse to preach lo, which 1
dld on the Saturday afternoon. ‘That evening I took
the train and reached North Bay. At my previcus
vislt thers was no statlon here, and such scanty ace
commodation for the night that the traveller was
foztunate who got a bed or even the shelier of & house,
There Is yet much room for improvement In this
respect, but In the course of a fow weeks a station, a
round house, and several frame bulldings had sprung
up where before there was not even the all-prevalling
log shanty, With regandto thess primitive abodes, &
observed there were thres grades, the highest and
most preteatious with two windows of six panes each
and a stove-plpe through the roof, the second grade
with one window of four or six panes, and no stove-
plpe, but for chimneys either an old pork-barrel or a
square erectlon of small logs 3 the third with no win-
dow of any kind, and a hols in the top, out of which
the smoke might find {ts way as best It con'd. Here,
at North Bay, a gang of men were diligently at wotk
all the Sabbath, under tha direction of the psiest,
cuttiog down and clearing away the woods in prepar-
atlon for a Roman Cathollc church. Intheafternoon
I preached to about forty persons, nearly all men, ina
first-clasg car kindly placed at my disposal, and again
in tho evening, this timo the car belng filled to the
door, nearly all the andiencebelog men, These meet-
ings in every case, but especially on the Sabbath,
werg evidenily much enjoyed, many expressing warmly
the wish that they could just have service every Sab-
bath.

North Bay has a most charming situation and is
expected to bs soon a village of some size. It s avi.
deat at a glance that it only requires easy access, and
suitable accommodation to becomea favourite summer
tesort.  On Monday I again reached home, after an
absence of eight days, during whick I got & tolerably
good view of the life of railway men, Prospected the
land, saw and felt its need so much that I could not
but wish I were young again and ableto bear the
hardships of ploneer mission woik, and give to these
the satisfaction and splritual help which it is in the
power ol a pioneer missionary to give ; satisfied also
of the great need of some means to land help ia
church-building in Ontario, and that we need still
another arm of service in our Church better adapted
for continuous, permanent pioneer service than any
we yet possess. W. D, BALLANTYNE.

Pembroke, 1853,

PROVE ALL THINGS : HOLD FAST TKHAT
WHICH IS GOOD.

MR. EpDITOR.—Deputations of ministers, acting by
order of the Presbytery, visit copgregations during
the €all and winter, to press the claims of, and to giva
information about, the Home and Foreign Mission
work of our Church. In many instances, very ilutle
interest i3 shown; no enthasiasm; the audiences
range from twenty to one hundred—very seldem do
they exce2d 100, These meeungs are rarely mene
tioned by the local press, seldom by our denomina-
ticnal journals, in rural congregations they are aever
noticed at all,

On ths othes hand, che very same congregstion gets
ap a tea-meeting or a soclal (the speakers may even
be ths same as at the missisnary meetingj—theresnlts
are an audlence of teo or three hondred, a delightful
time, splendid speaking, grand music, ete, ; the whola
a great success financially, pacticalars reperted in all
the local papers in glowing and brilliant language, and
a communication sznt to the denominatiensl jourpal,
In some Instances, afiez being trimmed down and ex-
crescences lopped off.

Now whai ls the ceason of this difference! A few
siraight-laced old Preshyterians, myzelf incladed, be-
Hieve that when the tea-meating system flourishes ina
congregation, the missionary spirit languishes ; and
we mean to prove the soundness of our belisf by facts
and figures, for which purpose we are taking & memo-
randum of the sums of money raized at thess tea.
mestings, which will, 2t the end of the financlal yeas,
be compared with the amounts contributed by such
congregetions for Home and Foreign Missions,

No one can say that this is erong, and, therefore,
T trast that THE PrESBvTERIAN #ill allow us acornes
in which totell ous sids of the story, provided always,
that wo treat those who differ from us with due re-

spect . however small & minority soay be, they ought,
in falmess, to get a heating,

In searchipg for Information, I sometimes find it
difficult to reach the actual facts, As an example of
this, 1 enclose you two clippipgs, the one from Tug
PRESBYTERIAN, tha other from the GuelpA Mercnry,
which came to band by thesamemall. InTHE PRES.
BYTRRIAN, the tea'meeting In coanection with Duff's
Church, East Puslincd, Is 2ald to havs realized $178 ;
In the XMercury, the tea-mecting Is brought to a close
and the proceeds are set down at $103, with this ex.
plaostion : that, after the closs of the tea-meetlng (1
presume, alter the benediction was pronounced), most
of thoso preseat waited to vote or to leatn tho sesult
of the contest for an * Electlon Cake.® Two young
ladles being nominated, as both Geserviog the cake,

The poll was cpened, and the wonderful briskness
of the voting may bs Imsgined from the fact that 774
votes were recelved for Mics DBella, and 768 for Miss
Lizsle ; and for the privilegs of voting, the sum of $74
was raked in—all this was done In the remurkably
short tima of tweaty.five minutes. Now, I call that
business, and I congratulate our Puslinch friends that
alt ended so serenely, proving that Pustinch is & more
civilized part of ths Deminion than the city of Kings-
ton, where, lately, a voting match amongst our English
Church brethren ended ina fight and a faint.

A«kiog pardon of the two young ladies for not give
ing thelr full names to your readers, I conuade by
saylog that I will take 8 memorandum of the sum
mentloned in THE PRESBYTRRIAN, because by sending
this notice to & denominational journal, I judge
that the committoe bavs appropriated the cake money
as well as the other,

Any practical suggestions or information on this
subject from fricads who, with us, view with alarm
the rapid development in our Church of the tea-meet-
ing system of raising moacy for the services of God’s
house, will ba thankfully recelved by  H. Kxox,

Ashdown,

MISSION NOTES, .

A SHORT time 2go, In the Custorr House of Madrid,
1,300 coples of the Word of God were publicly burned
by order of the Spanish Government, English, Ger-
man, Amesican, and even Spanish newspapers, have
raised a protest agalast this outrage, It Is strange,
indeed, to read of Blbles destroyed In Spaln at the
very time when the leadlng nations of Europe were
publicly owing thair gratitade to hirm whe was usad of
God to giva us back our Bibles!

TuEr Congo missionaries have passed through 350
wmiles of sparsely populsted country, and have formed
stations at disfnces ot frem sixty to cne hundred
miles. They aze now above the falls, cataracts, and
whirlpools, and are at tho entrance to a thousand
miles of river, whose banks swarm with people lving
in great towns, which they can easily reach by mesans
of the steamship Peace, which is floating on the river
They ask for seven more missionaries.

THR mont recent estimate makes the number of
adberents to the Christian Charch at Madagascar
350,000, Including 70,000 Church members, of Eure-
pean missicnaries twenty-eight; trained natlve pas
tors, sixty-nine; of catechists, more than 300, and of
evangelists, apwards of 3,000, There ars searly
50,000 children in 9oo schools. The printing-presses
connected with the Mission lssue abont 30u.cov
volumes and itracts annually. The bistory of this
Martyr Church is ons of the brightest pages in the
annals of Christisn missions. A nlece of Ranavalona
is now the Queen of Madsgascar. We cen have no
better wish for bez than that she may prove a worthy
successor of her illustrions predecessor.

A NBwW misslonary fisld of a most interesting
characres 13 opening up tn ths Peninsuls of Corea.
The present movement is dce to the conversion ofa
young Coresn nobleman, samed Rijutel. Hehadgone
zojapantostudy,andtbaebecameacm-i:ﬁan. “A
posy, an astist, and a man of kezn intelligence,” writes
Dr. Loomis, tho Bibla soclety’s agent, “be has-al-
ready, in nine mosthg, mastered 50 much of the
lasguage of Japan as to preach in it with admirable
atvaracy and power, and the best Japaness ncws-
napers compete oz the productions of his pen,” His
desire, howeves, is to return to bis own couatry, and
meaawhiic, ke I3 txanslating the Bible intothe Corean
language, in ordes to makcuameamos extending
the Gospel there.



