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our long vacancles. The>' will daubtlass isurvive tIre
los%. P. withold my mna simply tîtat dhis communi-
cation mu>' ba taken simply on its mnetits4 andi 1 arn
rend> te prove every statement Il nacessary.

QVRRTURE ON ORDAINRL> .4iIOkN-

MR. EDITOR-WaUld you klndly print thea falavw-
lng averture an urdainati missionaries, &daptcti b>'
majerit>' vote cf the PresbytMr cf Hamilton, sup
parteti baeora the Synati nt St. Thomas by Rev.
blesrs. Yeomans andi Goldsmith, anti transmitteti te
the Genatal Asscmbly, that memrbers cf the Assembl>'
mn>' become acquainteti iith la belote tha Asscmbly
retsl

OVERTURL.
Whecas la is dasirîble ia tIra werk cf eut Clrurch

t", use dia mon andtimcans placeti la ber bandis wîth
the grect vlsdcm anti effi,.iency,

Wlreas tIe systam at presant pursueti cf supplying
mission stations ln surnimer onl>', anti of supplyiag
vaak congregatiens b>' probation=r, i, net entiraly
satisfactet>';

WVbctas fraquant andi prottacteti vacandies leava
a coagregation vithout pastoral supervision, andti Uus
tend te disceurage anti scattar eut veak congraga-
tiens;

Whereas te provida againsa hi aIecvii, sens neccs.
sary that dia Home Mission Boardtinl connectian
vitr the Presbyter>' sheulti have an oversight cf dia
wcork;

Wharcas %Ia systana of ordireti missionaries bas
been founti necessar>' la the Netb-West, anti bas
been adapted by sevaral Presbytaries la Ontarie;

Therefete, la is rospectfully ovarturat aat the Gen.
aral Asscrnbly establisî a similar system, ace e ffarei
te ant aid-receiving cengregatiens that may hareaftei
become vacant, undar which ministers nia>' Ire p-
pointd for sncb congregatiens b>' the Presb)tar of
die bountis, with the concurrence of the Home Mis.
sien CoLamittee, for such panieds as mn>' bc deemeti
expedlient by the Presbytery.

Aise to proide abat tIre naines cf sncb students,
licentiates, and miaisters, as desira appeinameats te
dhis service, be sent te tIerai Presbyterias, andi

Tbat as sean as an>' aid -celving cangregatian, or
grcup of cangregatians, becomes salf-supporting la
shall bc requireti to catI a pastar.

TIra evils complalned cf ara admaittad b>' ail. The
basa mode cf meeting tham, and cf makiag our Churda
mare aggressive i baer vork la greatl>' la demanti, anti
if this be net dia basa mode, perhnps soe ona vil
sugget a bettar. la la believeti tInt ibis systam
woulti secure ta out mission gronps and supplameateti
cangregatrans thre advananges cf continuai pastoral
oversigla without vacancias, veulti builti them up
lastar te, the point of s*lfsupport, vouii Ire a spur ta
self-support, anti ivulti give ampîcyrnent te our min-
isters vithout charge. GEORGE YEOMIANS.

As an evidence cf the march of science la mi>' be
menuenati that Dr. Siemens bas actuai> grave
stamberries b>' electricit>', anti electrical railirmys
hava attied a speeti cf 24 miles an heur. The casa
cf electricit>' las been se reducati that an elecaric car
c= be warketi at a casa of about Si.So a day for trac-
tion.

?JR. GEORGE SiTEvART, jun., F.RS.C., aditar ai
the u Quebec Chrunîcle," andi auther cf "The Ad-
ministration ci Lord Duffarin " anti other important
vorks, bias beaut askedt te write dia articles an Nova
Scatia anti Noir Brunswick for tac " Eacycopu±dia
Bntaîrric-" Mr. Stewart bas just concludedth e
preparatica of a critical sketch cf Frontenac anti bis
tirnas for an Araarican werk andibi new mark of
confidence i bis abilit>', by the editers cf dia "lEncy-
clapa-dia Britannica» is dhe r:warti cf long ycars cf
successfnl literai' varia.

THE petiioning cf President Giévy te amnesa>'
Prince "tapotline, racantl>' conenma at Lyons ta
five years' imprisonmerrt, vas suggesaeti by the suc-
ceas witb wbich thre efforts cf a anuber of literai>' anti
scicntxfic maen in .England te obtama a similar faveur
for tha celebrateti geogripler Elysée Récita., sen-
tencat a transportion for participation in the Coin-
marne, vas attentiet. Prince Krapotkin, like bis pal-
itical (nanti anti aill', is distinguiset in lahIe sciantific
werkl Hience the syrnpathy dhat Iras been arousati
on bis bchaif amongst certain Englishmen.

i*ABTOR AND *9OPLIL
.«Y FIRST SUIaDA4 Y SCHOOL_

liv W. ORiISTON, O.D., LI.D., IN S. S. TIllzs.

1 spent saveral Veatrs cf a healthy, happy, memr,
and mischievous boyhood amld the enchantlag, beau-
iful scencr>' of Habbles Howe, a aocality oelebrted
lne diadrmatic pastoral IlTha Gentle Shcphcrd," by
Allan Ramsay-whicb is by fat the best, If nlot the
oniy truc, pastoral in the Engllsh language, althaugh
written ln the Scottish dialect of the Lothians, ln the
beginuing of the clghttenth century. The pastoral
gives a most minuteanmd graphie picture of the scora'
ery on the North Esk, undar the southara iopa of the
Pentland Halls, about twelve miles south of Edinburgb.
Many of the latins on tho estate nf New Hall, in which
the sceno of the talc ii laid, are namned (rom the poem ;
such as Patle's Hill, Roger's Rlg, Peggie's Lea, andi
Jennlailtac. lathis waytdiapcam 18localzed, and
the fame of dia poom pcrpetuated. Oft,ilamy achool.
boy days, hava 1 sported wltb my companlons, or
wandered atone, through the enchanied place, peopled
wlth the swains and lasses of othar days. And lately,
accompanied by the genlal Dr. Crosby, of Newr York,
and my son, 1 rcvisitcd the oId homestead and dia
"lHave," and keaaly enjoyed the scene, and ait tha
plcasing nimories i recallad.

Wa obeyed tha advice of Jennia te Peggle >-
Il ae fWrer up the bumn to Habble's Howe,
Wheea* t.hesweeis o* spnng and summer grow
Thera 'tween tva birks, out ower a littia lion,
The water fa's and makes a slagin' din ;
A pool.brpà.. dIeep, bencath as clear ats glssi,
Kissei wV' easy cwlri the bordcring grau."

A parody on part cf these fines was painted an dia
sign cf a smail Inn, an the public highway at Nine-
mile-Burn:

Gae fir'er dowa the bumn ta Haibbie's Ilow,
WVbere a' the sweets eo ?ring and summer crow;
And when you're sired o prattlin' side the til.
t-eme Up te Ntae.nile-Bun and take a glIL"

My father's farma lay near the village of Carlops
(Karlin's Lcap), se called front an ancient lcgend,
which tells cf ona of thase weird, unearthly, uncanny
beings, who,when pursuad, leaped across a deep chasmn
in the sida of tha Pentland, and Ici: the impress cf his
tiny font umprintcd on the -oclc-a focaprint visible te
this day ; and e betida the unlucky taurist wha fails
te give due credenca te the varitabla chraidae 1

Tha naarest church te this village was at %Vezsa Lin-
tan, a distance cf thrce miles, andi lav cf tha villagers
attended it. The genaral charactar cf tha population
in that rural district vas tha reversa cf deveut. Drunk-
enness and Sabbith des-eation prevailedl te a lamnent-
abla extent ; and the s7l'gxawi training cf dia children
vas, with 1ew exceptions, almost entirely neglectad.
The shociker cf tha hanilet, et, as hae was called,
the I <soutti," ani frequently, by way of xifficule, the
ficantin' cebblcr," was a Mcdiodist-the only persan
cf that persuasion 1 hadl then ever sean, and, s0 fat as
1 know, tha enly ane nearer than Edinbutgh. Ha vas
an carnest, zealous Christian, and, theugh markedly
illiterate, viel zcquainted with tha Sctiptures and the
way cf lita. Ha tesalvcd ta auaempt somethiag in be-
half cf dia neglecteti children, who were grewing up
utrly regardless cf religion andi religious ardinancas.,
Aidad by mether, dia cnly person willing tq wcrk with
Mim, ha opened a Sunday scheol in bis sinall wotk-
shop, which ha cleaneti andi fitteti up as weal as hae.
coulti evar>' Saturday night for dia purpose. The en.
tire scene is indalibly engraveti on my maer>. I
vas at that aime in my eleventh year, andi I can still
recall widi vivid, distinct cxactnass tha place, the
teachmr, andtihe pupiis The flaveuro ceather fillil
tha entird rooiia thea, and it seems to fll my nostrils
now as 1 write ; andi I set, with closati eyes, thre brigba
btass-headed nails which surroundedti he crcular
plece cf leather an vricir tha sheemaicer sat at werk
duting dia weck, andi on wbich I bail sometimes the
higir honcur of sittdng on Sabbath ; and I reniember
my mather once kindi>' rebuked - fer ccaing
the naila white tha gcod, man's ayez vota daosed ln
prayer. At frrst the number of ediolars wu very
sxnall, but sean rose te thirty or forty ; as man>' as tha
small mont could bald, or the twe faithful, cansdien.
ticus teachers couldiinstruct. I wasoeaftdiaoldest
of dia schelars, andi vas frequcntly cmploye te bear
thea otUretcite diair catechism, andi verses ci Scrip.
turas andi hymns. Thus early did my training for ni>'
life's wotk begin.

T

The exercises cf tha school wera dia raading of a
short passage cf ScriPture, and pimier offèred b>' abat
gooti ama,. or by my niothet; sometinres bath. 1 re-
membex witIr deep unfelgned gratitude te God, and
wlith feelings cf reyerent tenderness for the marer>
cf thoe doir sesrvants &I God, sainteti andi rewardad
acir, bow camaist, fervent. and yaarnng waem their
pleadings for the seuls of the chlldran. Nat unfre-
quenaly the good man weuld uaie me ail atone vitir
hlm and pra>' fer me 1:y niaie. Thais daeply affl'ed
me, and teucbed ml hiaut, andi filled my eyca. Truc,
these injressîer's, like a nicrnang cloud, passcd awa>',
but, like tInt cloud, tha>' leit an Influence which là on
me stili. Atter the devotianal exercises wae over,
tbe tîne vas matai>' spent la bearlng tha children ta-
cite front maer>' hymns, the catachima, andi large
portions of Scrture. Thoscbolars veto ancouraged
"lte get b>' beart » as min>' verses as the>' coultil by
glving them. ravard tickets, which wmer xchiuged
for plcturv: cards and litia bocks vhaa a ruifficlent
numbet had been cbaned. Mymarer>'at abat rne
was ready and retentive, and soe yacks Igwculd ceom-
mit whcla chapters, amounting te two hundtad verses
or more. On ona occasion 1 repeatad dia wIole cf
Psalm cxix. . When a nawrber cf dia schelars had
nrany versas, dia recitatiani hail cither te bc pastpoead,
or a (air cf us bati te ba dataineti untl we had te-
peateti thea wbolc. flefre dismIsslngithe school oui
teacher gava us a bncie, simple, affectlc'aata atidres,
ttiag us about the loe cf jesus, anthe dia o'f &-al.
vatlon through H!m Theseet us sevnn d atereti
dîd net, coulti net fail cf ptoduclng fruit ; te vluat cx-
tant dia day wilI rayant vlan that rcviled and tauinttil
feiloverof thea Lamb shah siantibefore HIrn surrouati-
cdi b>' those whem bis untiring, unwearieti and unap-
praciateti labours lad te thea Savicur.

Haîf a century ag:o Sunda>' scheols veto net popu-
larin Scealanti, andi net a fav cf dia patish mnlaitars
diti net approveocf them, and even3went se fat as te
discourago tham. In many rural districts they veto
whally uakaown, and wara oe vas sustained, these
wbo taugît la were iMgarded as fanatical or righteeus
ovet-mucir. WVhat a ceatrast in this resp-.ct the pras.
cnt offets to dia past ; for nov, I suppoe thera is net
a parish or village ln ait Scctland wheio dhis agency
of tIc durcr is net la vigorcus activity. TIc methotis
of teaching, and thea vanid facilities cf boks,
lassons and lassen halps fai bath teachers andi schi-
ais hava been greatl>' charîged, improe and la-
creascd. Buît I cannot think atherwlsa dhim that a
lais is sarstained when a catachlsmi is nat accuraaaly
reciteti and taught, and passages from the WVord c(
Gati, mare axtended dhan ona or two verses, aie m,.
cemmittei te manuety. I anm gladi abat my marer>'
ln childhooti was strangdhenud and filied witb tIre
mothees catechismn, tIre "Shatter Catechism," dia
Psalms af David. die Sermon an dia Mouint, dia an-
aira Gospel by John, and dia Bock cf Proves-bs, as
alse, witi m-any excrltant hynras.

Let every earnest, devcted teacder be encouragad,
andi lat hlm cast his breati hapeful>' upan the waters;
it wili appear alter many days. The humble, saintly
man la a smail Scettish village, aIter my motber, was
my first teacher in tbeelogy, and did much te (atmi tha
character cf tIre pastar cf ao-day.

Teacher-in that lnfant mind
leaven p rasants te tbea a soif;

Be ah>' seeds cf good t> kind,
So shuil blassiag crown thy toit.

God of grace 1 tha,.ower bleu,
God cf lova I enrici' tle field;

Se shall hurnan hnppinass
Glur>' to the Giver yleld.

"Mortal I na'er complain of dearthi
Since ta ihec the boon la givea,

Seeds of truth ta sow an carttr
For the harvasa-harnao ai Haven I"

Be patient, deat brethren, your venus vall fellaw
yout. B3 carnest la taaching thre word; encourage
your schalars te treasura it in their marnerie3. I: is
geod alike far dia uaderstanding antid h t. It
will prove a lanap unto diair feet andi a light upon thear
path. Be assureti tIrathat waywaid anti seernîngl>
inattentive bey, vIre cè,.zses yoau, e little axica>' andi
uneasiaes, vill, if spared, live te bless youa r cherish
ycur marer>, as I nev de tbat of tIre dear Christian
man who sa patently and faidifuil>' scught te guide
ni> boyish stops te, jesus. A child savedti drough
your labeurs vili be a brilliant sta: i your c. vn-
ati in yaur Mastar's tee. Yen. are a co-worker wnth
Hini, and, if fanhfulyeu wdl enter ito His joy andi
shara His thranc.


