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flot :Wlhat wvas the precise thouglit of the I>rophct ? Iliniay

have (irCanied of an apocalyptic appearance of the McIssiai-

bis literai coming 0o1 the visible clou(ls. Tfle question

rather is :II-ow li(l Jesuis interpret the 1 )rophecy ini appiyig

it to hinisclf ? Thelî obvious sense of the wvriter is flot to
(ictermine our intèrpretation, of prophccy. Malachii, for ini-

stance, i)re(lictc(i the conîing of Eilijahi before the appearance

of the Christ. lî ' obvions sense "of the prophet is the

literai appearance of the historie Elijahi, ami so his readers
understood imi. But jcsuis points to Johin thc Baptist, say-

ing :This is Elijali whici %vas io corne. 1le interpreted

1\iaiachi as predicting cii Elijali rather than E-ijahi inii-

self, ami lie saw~ in the Baptist the spiritual fulilinent of thc

propiet's wor(ls (iS). Sinîiiariv, h is apocalyptic appearance
on the clou(ls of h1eaven w~as one of the (listinctive notes of

the 'Messianic Advent, according to (Daniel .ani wben Jesus

applc(l this to hiniseif. it inay have indicated nothing more
than his ciaini to l)e the iMessiah. \Vc rnust îîot interpret
J esuis' langtuage as if it wvere w'ritten for Western nîinds ini the
nineteenth century. 1-lis tcaching cornes to us ini J-ebrew
dress ;we niust îlot inistake this national costume for th-
iivery of heaven. H-e uiscd the lîighil' rhetoricai synibolismi
wvhichi was, wvhich should have beeîi, at least. quite intelligiblie

to lUs hearers. Wc shouid certainiv interpret niany Oid Tes-

tament prophecies of the Xlessianic Conîing as pointing
clearly to a catacl\Isic event, b)ut (iid Christ se understand

thern ? Nay. did the I iebrewv mmnd generaliv so understand

tiieni ? The proi)iets made ulse of boid irnagery l)orrcwe1 fromn
the naturai worid, to typify ji.dgnieiîts upon E7gypt, Babyion,
Edom and the rest. These judgrnents i)assed into historN ,
wvithout the occurence of the sublime and appaliing naturai

lieIonliei' a wvhichi were prcdicted. The fulfilmient sems .quite

un11vorthy of the i)roi)lecy ; b)ut this wvas nlo stunibling liock

to the prophiet. H-e left his inîagery on record, quite uncon-
scious, aI)parentiy, that it wouid offend those wvho wvere the


