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Momories of tho Old Kitek.n,

Fan back in my munings, my thoughts have
been tast
To tho cot whoro tho hours of my childheod

it “or wore passod.
and 1 loved ull its rooms, to the pantry and
i
kfdJ' ! But that blt;saod old kitchen was dearer
hich 1 than all,
nade Its chairs and ity table, none brightor could
. e
tﬁg} For all its l’mrroundingn ware sacred to me,
deit To the nail in tho ceiling, the lnteh on the
door ;
ight'. : AndI lorled o;/ory erack of thatold kitehen
the oor,

I remembeor the fire-place with mouth high

raw and wide
and The old-fashioned oven that stood by its
lont sido

]
Out of which, each Thunksgiving, came
puddings and pies,
And then, too, St. Nicholus, slyly and still,
Came down overy Christmns, our stockings

to fi
But the dearcst of memorica I've Iaid up in

store,
Is the nu’)thor‘ that trod that old kitchen
floor.

Day in"and day out, from morning till night,
Her footsteps,were busy, her heart alwaye

€83 light';

us. For it seemed to me then that sho knew not

ips a care,

he "1 Tho smilo was so gentle her face used to
: wear,

'u; || I remember with plessuro what joy filled

0

our oy
When she told us the stories that childien
. 80 prize,
They wero new every night, though we'd
heard them before
From her lips, at the wheel, on tho old
kitchen floor,

I remombor the window where mornings I'd
run
As soon as the daybreak, to watch for tho

sun;

And I thought, when my  hend scarcoly

. reached to the sill,

That it slept through the night, in tho trees
of the hill,

Aud the small tract of ground that my eyes
there could view

Was to me a great world of which little I

new ;
Indeed I cared not to know of it moro,
For a w«;;ld in itself was that old kitchen
oor,

To-night those old visions camo back nt
their will,
But the wheel and its music forover are

atill ;
Tho band is moth-eaten, the wheel laid away,
And the fingers that turned it lioc moulder.
ing'in elay ;
The hearthstone, o sacred, is just as 'twas

then,

And tho voices of children ring out there
again ;

The sn through the window looks in as of

. Yyore, .
But it soos stranger feet on-the old kitchen
oor,,

Task not for honour, but for this I would

crave, .
That when tho lips speaking are hushed in

the grave,
My children will

their side,
4nd tell of the mother that long ago died.
I'would be more enduring, far desrer to me
Than inscription on marble or granite could

gather thoirs round at

L)
To have them tell oiten, as I did of yore,
Of the mother that trod the old Kitchen
oor,
—Selected,
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John Wesley and Sunday-Schools.

Southern Quarterly shows that forty
Jears boforo Raikes gathered the chil-
dren at Glloucester, John Wesley had

In Georgia. And fourteen yeafs beforo
Raikes’ sohools, Miss Hannah Ball, a
young Methodlist, had & Sunday chool
at High Wycombe, .

It is a fawiliar story how Raikes,
soeing a lot of ragged children in the
street, said to a young woman, what

AN article on Sunday-schovls in the’

organizad a Sianday-school at Savannah,

can we do for them? To this she
replied, Lot us tonch them to read
and take them to Chureh,” That young
woman wag a Mothodist, by name
Sophia Cooke, an humble and pious
Christinn, and n true followor of John
Wesloy,  She was afterwards woll
known in the history of Methodiam ns
the dovoted wife of Joseph Bradburn,
ono of Wasley’s ablest and most usoful
itinerant preachors, On the Sabhath,
when Ruikes' Sunday-school was first
opened, Sophin Oopke walked to tho
Purish Oburch, alongside of Robert
Ruikes, a5 tho heed of the rigged chil-
dren, whom they had gathered from
the slums of Gloucestor. And thus
wo seo that even Raikes was indebted
for his plan to Methodism.,  His, Sun.
day-school scheme hud » Methodist
origin, and it reccived a Mothodist
baptism at its birth,

"The plun of Ruikes was a noble one,
and gave an immense ‘impotus to
Sunday-gehool instruction. Irom the
time he published his first account of
it, the great movement was fairly in-
augurated, But to John Wesley,
Robert Raikes himself was mainly
indebtd for his success. Wesloy im-
mediately published Raikes' account
of it in his own Arminian Magazine,
guve to the plan his unquilified ap-
proval, and urged its adoption upon
his preachers and societies. The
saintly Flotcher, at Madeley, and many
other Mothodists elsowhere, at once
established Sunday-schools " in their
respective charges, and forwarded the
good work: While many of the Is.
tablished Church, and ~particularly
Bishop Horsloy, wrote and spoke
against St nday-schools, Wesley aud his
itinerants, with voice and pen, seconded
tho movement,.and assured its success.
Nothing conld withstaud the Metho-
disu fire and the Methodigt zeal, which
wore thrown. inte the movement.
Wesley was the first to see that God
had “a deepor, end therein than men
areawaroe of,” and fospenk of them as
“nurgeries for ,Christians.” To his
itincrants he spoke and wrote, encour-
aging the work with the same fery
zsal with which he preached to the
felons at Newgate, and the corriers at
Kingswood* To Richard  Rodds, in
1787, he wroto: “It seems these

'(8.unday-schools) will bo one great

means of reviving religion throughout
the nation;” to Duncan Wright, in
1788: *“I verily beliove these Sunday-
scbools are the noblest specimens of
charity which have beon set on foot
in England since the time of William
tho Cotquerer;” and to Charlee At-
more, in 1890: “ T am glsd you have
seb.up Sunday-schools in New Castle,
It is one of the noblest institutions
which has been seen in - Europe for
centuries, and will increase: more and
more, provided the teachors dnd in-
spectors do theit duty,  Therefore, be
sure to watch over ‘these with .great
care, that they may not grow weary in
well doing,”  Arnd now, to give some
iden of theimpetus which John Wesley

.gave to Sunday-schools in England, it

is estimated that, in 1787, only three
years after Wesley wrete ‘them up in
his Arminian Magazine, there wére
more than two hundred thousand chil-
dran already in them,

“Wesley's: primary object in all his
Sunday-school work, was’to bring: the
children to' Christ. 'Never did- he
allow himself, or -his' preacheérs, to
delegrte to others: the- duty expressed
and implied ‘in.the Master's command
to Pater, “Feed my ‘lambs.” His

Sunday-nchools were indeod * nurseries
for Obrigtians,” Theusands were con-
verted to God in them ; sud from them
many were called of God o preach the
gospel,  In his Sunday-school plans
Wesley was powerfully seconded by
John Fletcher, whoso very last public
work wag in behalf of the Sunday-
schools which he had set up in and
around Maldeloy. No ono knew botler
how to interest children, and fix their
attention, than that great and good
man, Any incident that occurred he
seized upon for this purpose. Onco a
robin flew into the houso ; the oyes of
all the children were intent upon
walching the movements of the little
bird,  “Now,” gaid Fletcher, ¥ I seo
you cau attend to that robin, Well, I
will take that robin for my toxt.” « He
then,” says Wealey, gave them a
useful lecture on the harmlessness of
that little creature, and the tender caro
of its Creator.” 'The result was, many
childron in' Fletcher's Parish were led
to Christ by the faithful and godly
instruction received in his Sunday-
schools,

But no one impressed children more
profoundly, or led more of them to
Ohrist, than John Wesley. They
gatheped around him wherever he

'went; they often blocked up the

e-trance to.the Church where he was
to preach, and even hung upon the
skirts of his.garments, that they might
r ceive his blessing. Robert Southey,
who became poot laureste of England,
and ‘Wesloy’s biographer, tells us, that,
when he was a boy at Bristol, John
Wealey laid his hand upon his head in
blesging, and that he felt that touch as
a benediction through all his subsiquent
life,

Robert Raikes, as we have also scen,
keps ‘up his Sunday-schools by paid
tenchers ; John Waesley conducted liis
by teachers, who gave willidg and con-
8 crated service, frees of churge. The
love of souls for whom Jesus dicd,
solely actuated John Wesley, his preach-
org and his teachers, The latter taught
reading, and when it was necessary,
oven writing, but they taught gratui.
tously, Lislen to Wesloy's acrount of
his Schools &t Beton :

“ From Mr. Peel’s we went to Bo-
eton, Here are eight hundred .poor
children, taught in our Sunday-schools,
by about eight masters, who receive no
puy but what they are to receive. from
their great Muater, About a himndred
of them, part boys and part girls, are
taught to sing, and they sang so true,
that all singing together, seemed to be
but ohe voice. The house was thor-
oughly filled, whilo I explained and
applied the first commandment. , .
. .+ In the evening, many of the
children still hovering round the house,
I desired forty or fifty to come in and
sing, ¢ Vital spark of heavenly flame.’
Although some of them were silent,
not being able to sing for tears, y-¢
the harmony was such as I believe,
could not be equalled in the king's
chapel.”

‘Of  another visit to Booton, he
writes :

“This [ must avow, there is not
such another set of singersin any of
the Methodist congregations in the
three kingdome. as there is at Boeton.
There cannot be; for we bave near a
hundred such thebles—boys and girls,
seleoted out of our Sunday-schools, and
accurately taught—as arve not to be
found togoethor in any chapel, cathodral,
or.music room, within the' four seas.
Besides, the spirit with which they all

sing, and the beauty of many of them
80 suity the moelody, that I defy any to
exceed it ; excopt the singing of angels
in our Father’s house,”

Now, thero was a better judge of
music, and good singing, in the three
Kingdoms, than Jobn Wesley. He
not only revived vitai-godliness, but he
gave to the Churches a pure hymnology,
and pure church music. Tt is woll
known that his brother Oharles’ im-
mortal lyrics, beforo they were adapted
to Church worship, received the finish-
ing touch of his more exquisite tasto;
and it is well known that the influence
of this many-sided man upon Church
music was 8 great as his influence
upon hymnology. But let us conclude
his account of his Boeton: Sunday-
schools with one more extruct f-om his
Journal, Sunday, April 20, 17 78, he
was again there, and thus wrote ;

“At cight, and at one, the house
wag thoroughly filled. About three,
1 met botween nine hundred and a
thousand of the children, belonging to
our Sunday-schools. I never saw such
a sight before,  They were all exidtly,
clean, as well ag plain in ‘their.apparei.
All were serious. and well behaved.
Many, hoth boys and girls, kad as
Leauiful facos as, I believe, England
or Europe cin afford.  When they. all
sang together, and none of them. out of
tune, the melody was beyond: that- of
any theater ; and, what is best of all,
many of them truly fear God, and
some rejoice in his silvation’ These
are a pattern tv all the' town, Their
diversion (italics ours) is to visit the
poor that' are sick, (sometimes six, or
eight, or ten together,) to exhort,
comfort, and pray with them, Fre.
quently, ten or more of them, got
together to sing and pray by them-

are g0, earnestly engaged, elternately

know not how to part.”

Such was Juhn Wesley’s Sunday-
tchoola! Where is there one like
them? What improvements has been
made on them? Oh! for Wesley’s
spirit in the preachers and -in the
teachers|
this day, about new methods. They
are too often, we féar, but substitutes
for Wesley’s spirit, aud Vesley's cons -
cration. Would to God we wmuld, in

hodism, go back to his methids, and
ctach the spirit which made his Sunday-
schools such * nurseries for Christians.”

NP

A Cantox missionar;y says that
many of the heathen families - whom:ho

the Indian BMethodist Walchman re-

‘ports the same fuct of natives of the

Deccan and Southern India.

In Syria the magistrates refuse to
pat the oath to » convert of the mis-
sionaries, They say: “He is a Pro-
testant ; ho will not lie, he does not
nieéd an oath.”

granted by the Czar, Alexander III.,
to Russian dissenters from the Greek
Churches, who numbaer from twelve to
fifteen millious.

Duyriva the past. year .the foreign
missionary societies of the world réport
a gain of 308,643 communicants,

In Morocco, with its six or seven
millions of people, there is -but one
Christian missionary, who labours
among the Jews at-Mogador, and but

one mission school,

selves ; sometimes, thirty or forty ; and |-

singing, praying, and crying, that they |

‘We hear a great deal, in |,

this Centennial year of American Met- ||

knew spent two-fifths of their iucome |-
for ilolatrous puarposes. The editor of |-

A DECREE of toleration has just been '

Lo




