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The Tired Foot.

THE potter stood at his daily work,
One patient foot on the ground ;
The other, with never slacking speed,

Turning his swift wheel round.

Silent we stood beside him there,
Watching t'ie restless knes, ]
Till my friend said low, in pitying voice,

* How tired his foot must be 1”

The potter never paused in his work,
Shaping the wondrous thing ;

"Twas only a common flower-pot,
But perfect in fashioning.

Slowly he raised his patient eyes,
With homely truth inspired :

** No, marm ; it isn’t the foot that kicks ;
The one that stands gets tired !”
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What Knowledge is Most Worth to
Women?
BY PRINCIPAL AUSTIN.
De“v"ed to the Students of Alma Collbge, Sept. 11, 1888.

THM‘ knowledge is of most worth to woman
'°h emancipates her from dependence either on
°r friends or fortune, and enables her with calm
%Urage to face life, if need be, alone.
OMe there are who look upon woman as 8 born
ependent’ and consider her doomed to an m.ferlor
P &(fe and power in society. Woman, according t((;
heie view, is a clinging ivy, with no power to stan.
006, ang destined, if the oak be uptorn, to lie
helplm upon the earth. But woman’s nature d‘?‘
8 work for its true development. Her happl-

ma,nd

Tequires that she should have a life-work, and

ber character can only be developed prOPe"ly along P

® ling of self-respect and self-reliance which she
0 Scarcly maintain as a dependent. Idh:mes;
t;:l)elldf‘dlce and luxury are the bane .of life °
Usands of womeu. The law of labour is stampe
i "Oman’s constitution as it is on man’s. WO“}”’“
o calleg to work suited to her nature and capacity;
® life of usefulness in the Christian church, and
€ evangelization of a lost world.
Ut how ian women rise into nobility themselv:;S,
suc("eS&fully work for others, if they remallt k]e‘
Ndent op their friends or on the constancy of ﬁc. ©
Uing } To-day, as never before, woman 18 coming
® front. In home and school and church, 8r¢
l.ldreds of employments now open to0 her, from
‘h she wag heretofore excluded. In the Pm;
eisslons~in fact in almost every department ©
tman endeavour—there is a call for educated M;,_
iralned Womanhood. And nobly are women throre_
ng.oﬁ‘ the shackles of false sentiment, and I; L
"Ing themselves for personal freedom s?nd use! ;n
L} Such education as will tend to lift dwm:nd-
Qp from idleness to ennobling labour, from dep it
190 to freedom, from the helplessness and servility
bt g ever accompany dependence upon Otheir:i
% the self.reliance and self-respect that are one
o Patablo from a life of honourable toil—this 18
¢ © demands of the age. )
haw.lthollt such a practical education, “1'1 or
o PPinegg hangs suspended on the will of ot ex‘ﬂ’nshe
- the caprices of fortune ; and how often l}“ an
" forced, by these very circumstances, into
Uitable partnership for life ! ’
to ., Bt strength it adds to & woman's C];“ Ler-
lelfr Ze that she iz able to earn a ll\’lngﬁi"'t <ho
ol d!a e mere knowledge of the f&ct' te:anoe,
iv, Within herself resources for self-main *asure
of > ¥oman a conscious freedom and & mgth to
bey ; “Teliance that become a tower of stret
Tap o veting
mx‘t SVery woman, then, while earnestly o do.
ledge, so master some one of its many
h“'“tl that she oan turn her knowledge $0 Pre>

=
-

oman’s

racter

d | education.

ucator has said that every student

erican e ! .
n:n:ltl; Illlea.x'n «gomething about everything,” and
sho

i mething,” which means, that
. evc;thlll;g gf;m::: s::utline lgmowledge of as many
v::;)j:c:: as possible, but should completely master
8
onedeI:]aP‘;:‘dei: I counsel you to bef:omfa independ-
& Ob gpreparing yourselves to win, if need be,
er(:u’r lfvelihood, and to reap the rewards that come
7 ient labour.
s t(t,; l}:fxz:::e:;: ijﬁ;(fn:mst worth to woman which
Tha: ts her with her own nature, and the laws
acqualf’h it is governed, and reveals to her the path
o7 Wbl}f’ohest perfection of all her powers.
ot much better afford to be 1gnoran!: of
'vv : cai;l:)ve beneath, and around us; of things
o : futu,re' of all the arts and languages, and
e \tlmtha reﬁn’ements, than to be .una’cqtfamted
of. al his body which we inhabit, which is, mdee(:l,
:;thrtfullly and wonderfully made,” and ?fﬁ t:};s
o ] nature, which is operfed to the infinite,
epiriee. od to the eternal.” Bciences that centre
x'md destlmw to the body and to physical hea‘tlth—
n 01: rew hygiene, chemistry in its relation to
physwlogyé i )]';——a.re as essential to every woman
food and 'l‘:; o of navigation to the sailor., Ev«_er'y
as the ko™ thir comes to hours of supreme crisis
wife and mowhon her own life, or the life of one
in the home heart, depends on the lmowledge'of
nearest .her and a practical acquaintance with
these scw: c&:; sick and suffering. Many a mother
the cfn'eo r the cot of her sick babe, has been
ben(.img olv,irter all her years of the study of.the
willing 52 ic, and the refinements, for a little
fine arts, ::;swl;dge of our common nature that
racticn enabled her to preserve life. By all
would haveh fine arts, and music, and the lm?-
- l:zr;: part of woman’s education ; but if
guages,

ued at the expense of those funda:

these are purst ble studies, the student will
. nsable stu (]

menlt;al a:::n ;“:;;P:o a knowledge of her lamentable

awagen

mistake. is only a rough and temporary
‘Whilst 1;1;]13 sb(i)fii be it borne in mim‘i that much
casket for the sp ’n d very much of life’s success,

of life's ha}:ﬁze*‘;;;tio&l knowledge of physiology

. that enabl

f a sound mind. .
* tj;e E‘L‘Z";‘f;"; “of cookery, both practical and

:.al. and of houskeeping, is.c’erta-,inly to b,e
theoretical, the absolute necessities In womaxf ]
ranked amor"}fher& is really no substitute for this.
4 of knowledge of other thm'gs _:0
No a.molﬂé wealth and Juxury — can rehe:ve the
amount © » from the curse of an ill-kept
«queen of home”. ils that follow in the

qu he i“numel‘ahle etviis
house, and b d indigestible food. Cer-

_an
wake o'f unsa;z:gllent at least, she who kfxo.ws
tainly, mﬁ:;i’ p housekeeping, and the divine
and prac

i idered an
ing; better claim to be consi
art of o0okioE : :lsmn one who has run the”ga.unt]et
educat?;d qu::and the “accomplishments” (!) and
of the z:;glhow to properly make & bed or cook a
knows ]

i ‘led e
dinner. ing 88 it does the know 8

PsychOIOKY,:n:’it:;giwth and development, is
of the laws :ia.l in & course of study for wdhan.
another 4 those depending on her, such a
For herself an world as will reveal to her

f the mental and
knowledge © trengthen memory, reason,
hod to stren,
the best met

to
. nscience and moral powers
will ».n;il trtﬂ;e:;’;:,"m is of the highest value to
the highes

every womal of most worth to woman which

That kDOZI:g:;' of her own language and litera-
her &

ith
xes her thoroughly oconversant wi
e ey s b owa s
o
b.;-, you who spesk

gives

es us to keep a sound body

‘truth, Christian evidences will fortify the mind

mh‘mwwg i ls of

more value than all others combined. Where
school-life is limited to a partial course, it is doubt-
ful if much advantage will be gained by a short
and superficial study of other languages—except in
the case of Anglo-Saxon and Latin, some knowledge
of which is really essential to a mastery of English.
A young woman is not educated, no matter what
way be her other accomplishments, until she can
correctly speak and write her native language with
precision and purity and effect. This is especially
important for woman in the sphere of the home
and social circle, where she is a teacher of the chil-
dren and a leader in conversation.

An acquaintance—the more thorough the better
—with the treasures of our English literature, and
an appreciation of their beauties, will add very
much to your enjoyment in life, increase your con-
versational powers and your influence with people
of culture.

No young woman can afford, at this time in par-
ticular, to be ignorant of her country. Its history,
resources, extent, possibilities, methods of govern-
nent, and the living problems of the present hour
—all these she should seek to master. Woman is
just now coming into her kingdom. The time for
idleness, ignorance and impotence has passed away,
and the age demands of her a knowledge of her-
self, her country, and her times, and an active par-
ticipation in the struggle for human liberty and
progress. Far too many women live in the narrow
circle of home, or in a little coterie of parlour
acquaintance, having no thought or sympathy, no
helping Hand for the struggling masses of humanity
around them. Such a knowledge of one's country
and one’s times as I have outlined would enlarge
their thought, broaden and deepen their sympathy,
and lift many women above the frivolities of fashion
and the vexations of home life,

That knowledge is of most worth to woman—as
it is to man—which brings her in thought and
feeling nearest the source of all knowledge and
blessing-—Gon.

The study of God’s existence and attributes, as
revealed in nature and revelation, the tracing . of
his wisdom, power and goodness in the creation
and government of the universe, and of his match-
less condescension and merey in the plan of redemp-
tion, is the noblest of all departments of study,
and yet this department of college work is usually
designed for and pursued by men. Why should
the noblest of all sciences—theology—be negléected
in woman's education? Is she less disposed by
nature to sacred studies? Is she less reverent in
soul or less inclined to a ministry of blessing to
mankind? Does her position, as queen at home,
or teacher of the youth, or leader of society, re-
quire less knowledge of sacred things, or less reli-
gious devotion? Why should not every woman
blest with opportunity of thorough collegiate train-
ing, study the works and words and ways of God?
In this age, when s0 many doors of Christian la-
bour are opening before young women, it seemn to
me their education is far from complete without a
course in natural theology, Ohristian evidences, and
Bible study. We live in an age characterized by
diligent study of the Scriptures, and woman wnust
march with the advancing column of progress, or
be left in the rear. New Testament Greek is a
branch of college study well calculated to bring you
large returns of mental wealth and spiritual en-
largement, and rich provisions for useful labour.,
In this age of mental unrest, in regard to revealed

sgainst insidious attacks of sceptic and infidel, and
prepare you to meet and refute their sophistries.
Above all, the study of the discourses of Christ
yield the grandest results to mind and heart, and
the fullest 'rsr:ntion for life's duties. May you
learn of him in whom are hid “all the treasures
et wisdom and of knowledge.”




