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‘fhe Coming Man.

The beautiful true-eyed laddie,
‘The lad alert and brave,
The 1ad who obeys like a soldier,
And not like & timorous slave.
This is the lad to be trusted
To do whatever he can,
In the very best way,
And to do it to-day !
And this is the coming man,

THE BOY WE LIKE

The boy We iike has a merry, open
face, fresh and ruddy with the combined
eflects of healthful exercise and scan pnd
water.  Althouygh not pedantic, he al-
wayg Jooks neat, and takes care
of his clothes, and does not
congider it “fun* to use his
hat as & football. He prefers
a brisk walk, or a football
mateh, to moping over the fire
on a winter’s afternoon, and it
therg i8 gkating to be had he
doeg not think it an “ awful
nuisgnce™ to-take his sisters,
but he puts on thelr skates for
them without a murmur. He
1s tond of reading, but does
not mind putting his .book
asidg to Join in a Juvenile game
with the younger members of A
the pousehold. At school he )
s a palns-taking scholar, and
he ig Quite as earnest in the
playground and cricket fleld,
where, although he {s an ex-
-cellent “bat,” he {8 always
reddy to take his share of
+fle]lding”” Though he has
not g very musical voice he
cheerfully joins the others
aroupd the bplano, * chiming
in,” as he expresses it, in the
hymns on Sunday ovenings.
Of course, he ig bis “ mother’s
pet,» but that is not his fault,
and he does not encroach upon
her xindnegs toward him for
selfigh ends,

He IHkes good, hearty, not
foolish fun, and never frightens
or teases hig sisters by throw-
ing gplders or frogs at them.
He g kind to gnimals, and is
very gentle with little children.. ..}
He never minds  holding " the - .-}
baby—in fact, rather likes {t—
and that * uncrowaed king*
is geperally * very good ” with
him, He does wrong things
‘sometimes, but {g speedily very
sorry, and Quickly asks for-
-giveness. He s usually as
readily forgiven as he readily
forgives am Injury., When
-asked what he would like to
-be, he does not quite know, but
thinks. in a vague kind of way,
tbat ne would ljke tc be a car-
petiter, or a rallway guard.
‘3e makes Dboats and things,
and -8 particalarly handy in
correcting a broken lateh, or
tixing shelves. His great diffi-
culty 13 getting up In the morn-
Apg. He. does pot. grumble it
ne cannot Invite his com-
panlons home to tes mwore than
threg times & week. On Sun-
dafs. he sits very attentively in
the pew, does not look at his
wateh (a presept from his
‘oother) on an average of once
a. Injpute, eat gweets, or read
tte hymn-hook during the ser-
mon, Above all, though the
‘voy we like IS human and has his fauits,
tie has R.bright, happy faith in the power
and jove ot his Saviour and Master. He
tries- earnestly to follow him, and en-
deavouss to fulfil his behests in dally
pursuits and pleasures. The boy we
1ike §8 a good boy. His life is happy
and useful, angd Is a foretaste of that
still 1arger lite that les before him in
his years of manhood—London Baptist.
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The true-soldier  wins his vVictory be-
-fote the ‘battle, It {s 2 victory In the
‘heart:  That wob, no- matter how his
calUse TuRy favre, the goldler-is bound to:
comp: Oft conqueror.

‘buttons.

THE HOLLYJOCK AND THE
HEARTSEASE.

“ Dear me!" exclalmed a tall, flaunt-
Ing. red-coloured Hollyhock, who thought |
a great deal of hesself, as she looked )
scornfully down at her feet, where grew
a lovely group of Heartsease, spreading
out thelr violet velvet and yellow gatin
dresses in the sunshine,

*Dear me!"” she sald. “1 wonder
that you ladles can bear to crouch there,
instead of standing upright as I do,
What {8 the use of living, it one cannot
see and be ecen and admired 7"

And it must be admitted that she
looked very handsome and stately in her |

‘DEFOBRE THBE STORM.

crimeon robes, with their large gold|

** Madam,” said one of the Heartsease, |
modestly, “ we do not seek to be ad- |
mired. If people-desire to find us, they !
know where to do so.”

* But,” =ald ‘the Hollyhock, * If you do |
not think a deal of yourself, no one else |
will thirk anything of you; yon must |
Keep yourself before people's eyes.”

“We do pot_find it so,” sald. another
of the Hearisease; ith a gentle smile. 4
“It seems to us that merit, even as'!
humble as ours, will alwars be found
out and valued by some one.”

Here the Hollyhock tossed her bead |

| aisdalntully.  But a cant taden with |

| to cackle and quack-as.if something un-

corn-sheaves, that was passing down the
lane on the other elde of the garden
wall, caught her tall stem, and cut it
in twol

Then all the Heartsease sighed, and
shook thelr heads, and tears of dew
stood in thelr eyes; and they all cried.
* Poor thing! poor thing!”

It always was 8o, and it alwayvs will
be go. However much pride and con-
ceit may flourish for awhile, they are
sure in the end to meect with a fall.

A motber's intultive knowledge of what
s best for her boy or her Zirl is deeper
and surer than any conclusion of phil-
osophy or science.

BEFORE THE STORM.

All nature scems to know when a
storm {g about to burst, or is lurking
somewhere in the atmosphere. There is
a heavy, oppressive feeling in the air,
which we all are aware of before the
thunder storm flnally breaks out over
the land. On-.one of these stiil days a
careful observer will notice how the
cows and horses approach the hedges. or
any shelter they can fnd' and how thé-
geege and ducks In the farm-yard begin ,

usual! were about to happen. In the
alr & striage stillness relgns, only broken
by the sbrill voices of the birds which

keep firing here and there In & state of

visible alarm. In the plcture the atorm
seems just on the point of beglnnlng—
the first gust of wind that heralds its
approach has passed, and the blrds,
butterfiles, and all the forms of animal
'ffe that may be about, arc secking
shelter under the trecs and in the
branches. These heavy thunder storms
do a very great deal of good, for they
rid the atmosphere of the oxcessive
amounts of electric fluld which cause
them. The air {8 always sweot and
fresh after such s storm, and all nature
seems to feel the change, which is cer-
tainly exhilarating and cheerful.

OLD A8 A TITLE OF RESPECT.

Miss E. F. Androws wiites about
‘“Some Vagabond Yords™ in 8t
Nicholas. Miss Andrews says:

‘0Ot all the words in our language
there are few that have wandered farther
from thelr original meaning than the
adjective ‘ald.” as a title of vespect, an”’
'ts modern usie as a8 term of roproach or
~ontempt. It a boy speaks of the
guardian who has cut down hia allow
ance of porket-money a3 a ‘stingy old
~ove,’ or a girl describes the teacher that
hag caught her wh’spering in class as a
‘horrid o'd thing.’ they have got a long
way from our Saxon ancestors, with
whom eald, 0ld, and ealder, chlef, king.
were almost the same thiag--a beliet to
which the English ear! owes his title of
nobility The Romans, too, formed
‘heir words patricfan, meaning noble,
and senatus, the most honourable body
of mep in the state, from pater and
senex, words mearing father and cld
man."”

MR. BEEOHER AND THE HORSE.

A good many pastors have asked as
Mr. Beecher dild when he wes about to
take a ride behind a hired horse at a
livery stable. He regarded the horse
admiringly, and remarked. “ That is a
fine-looking animal. Is he as good ax

-he lcoks 7

The owner rep'ted . * Mr. Beecher, that
horse will work in any place you put
{m, and do all that any horse can do.”

‘The prcacher eyed the horee still more
admiringly, anl then humorously r--
marked . “@ wish iv goodness that he
was a member of our church.”

JACK HORNER.

Here is an odd bit of history recalled
by the San Francisco Examiner:

Jack Horner, of the Christinas ple,
really existed, though whether he de-
served the title of good boy is exceed-
ingly doubtful. He 1was, however, a
fortunate r gue. \When Henry VIII
suppressed the monasteries and drove
the monks from thelr nests, the title
deeds of the Ablbey of Mells were de-
manded Ly the commissioners. The
Abbot of Glastonbury determined that
he would send them to London, and, as
the documents were very valuable, and
Jie road infested with thieves, it was
liMcult to get them to the metropolis
gafely To accomplish this end, he de
vsed a very ingenlous plan. He or-
Cered a savoury ulc to be made and In
slde he put the documents the finest
filllng a ple ever had and intrusted
this dalnty to a lad named Horner, to
carry to London. to dellver safely into
the hands for whom It was {intended.
But the journey was long and the day
col¢, and the boy was hungry and the
ple was tempting, and tbe chance of
detection was small So the boy broke
off a plece of the ple, and beheld =
parchment within. He pulled it forth,
{nnocert enough, wondering how it could
have found Its way there. tied up in
pas:ry. and arrived in town. The parcel
was delivered, but the title deceds of
Mells Abbey were missing. The fact
was that Juck had them {n his pocket.
These were the julciest plums In the ple.
Great was the rage of the commlissioners,

: and heavy the vengeance they dealt out

to the monks. But Master Jack Horper
kept his gecret, and when peaceable times
were testored he clalmed the estates
and recelved them. ,
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