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father, and one of the greatest men of the
was appointed Regent, Mahomet Alman-
r, a brave and efficient Grencral, a sagacious
hucian, a powerful and acute statcsman, but
thall an atolerant man towards the Chris-
ns, and although for 26 years he was their
rce enemy, fought no less than 52 battles,
ptured and sacked Barcelona, and destroyed
e famous Cathedral of Compostella, he by
determined hosulity towards the Kings of
nand Navarre and the Count of Castle
ove them intoa league which finally destroy-
the Omiades.

In 998 the christian kings mct theinvincible
manzar, the man who had lived filty vie-
rwas years, and defeated him in a bloody
tile fought at Medina Celi.

The great chief died of grief; from this mo-
ent the christian power in Span began to
felt. On the death of Almanzar, faction be-
n its reign, and continued for several years.
ackem was deposed, a crowd of usurpers as-
mcd the Caliphiate, one day, to be stranglad
e next; the governors of the Provinces set
as rulers—the glory of Cerlova was de-
royed, and the Omiades in 1027 ccased to
g0, after occupying Spain three hnndred
rs. Tius was the commencement of the
adnal downfall of the Moorish power in
pain.

Spain was now embittered with many dis-
nsione ~nd intestine wars. Toledo, Sara-
ssa, Seville, Valencia, Huesca and Lisbon
ch had sovercigns, and during many years,
attles were fought, cities taken and sacked,
umes of all kinds were committed, and an-
cay and confusion every wherc prevailed.

The christian power did not strenathen du-
\ng this period ; it could not be concentrated,

all these Mussulmen Kings were at the
ame time engaged m wars with the different
hristian dynasties, and the Kiags of Castle
nd Leon and ihe various Dukes and Princes,
heir allies, were also divided, and some form-
d treaties with the Mussulman; and at the
attle of Albakara in 1010 three Bishops were
killed fighting in the Mussulman ranks, Ar-
auiph, of Vich Accia, B.shop of Barcclona,
nd Otho, Bishop of Girone. Alphonso of
astile gave his sistor Theresa in marriage to
he Moorish King of Toledo, Abdallah.

The heirs of Ferdmand of Castile were rob-
ed of the kingdom by the children of Sancho,
nd all kinds of crime and all manner of hos-
tlities shook the Christan power in Spainand
threatened 1ts entire destruction.

A head, a clrief, a central power, was re-

o
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length, a bright star arose and one of those
great men whom Providence destines for im-
portart cvents, saddenly appiardd in arms,
fighting for the Chrisuan eausc and carrying
terror and dismay ainong the Mussulmen.—
Roderigo Diar de Bovar, commonly called the
Cw or Clieftain, and eclebrated for so many
romantic adventures, carried bis victorious
arus in almost every part of Spain.  Every
oae flocked to his standard and victory always
followed his footsteps. He was the first war-
rior of the age and one of the purast and best
of tnen. He conquercd Hucsea and the king-
domof Yalcacia, and gained conquest after con-
quest, victory aftcr victory, over the Mussul-
man. But the proverbialingratitude of Princes
was strongly manifested in his case; he was
frequently banished and reealled by Alphonso,
and at length, dicd full of ycars and honors in
the city of Valencia, in the year 1039.

The history andadventures of the Cip would
alone fill a volume of the most extraordinary
and romantic character.  His two daughters
married Princes of the Hoause of Navarre, from
whom have descended the Bonrbons of France
and Spain.  Oa the death of the Cid, the pros-
pects of the Massulmen again revived, and so
strongly was the impression that it was im-
possible to destroy the Moorish power in Spain,
that the policy of a national amalgamn~tion
was canteria.ned, and Alphionso the fourth ac-
tually demanded and vbtained the hand of the
dnughter of Benabad, the upright King of S:-
ville, in marriage, but the ill-assorted alliance
weakened both nations.

About this period the Almoravides rule? in
Africa, and whiic the fore: of the Mussulman
in Spa:n was conunually wiakened, it remain-
ed unabated in Africa ; but it wasa fierce and un-
relenting tyranny, divestud of all the accom-
plisiments, learning and liberality that distin-
gushed the JMassulman in Spain.

While Alphonso and his father-in-law Bana-
bad had determined 1o divide the whole of
Spain between them, the little kings and G-
vernors were vexed beyond measure at the al-
Liance between a Christian and a Mahsmetan
Prince, and wore apprehens.ve that unless the
tic was brolea, Alphznsoin time would acquire
such strength as o undurmine the authority
of the faithful. They secretly wrote to Juscfl
Ben Tessefin, the founder of the cmp.re of Mo-
rocco, and the reigning Prince of the Almora-
vides inviting him (o come to theraid. Juscf
who contended that as Spain was originally
conquered by the Africans from the Goths, it



