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Ghe Canadiap Evangelist

Is devotad to the fustherance of the Gospel of
Chuist, and pleads for the union of all te.
tlevers In the Lord fesus In harmony with 1113
own prayer tecorded fn the seventeenth
chapter of John, and on the basis set forth by
the Apotile Paul In the following terms: 1
thezefore, the prisoncr In the Lotd, bescech
you to walk worthily of the calling wherewlth
ye were ¢alled, with all lowhiness and meck.
ness, with long suffering, futbeatiog one
another In love} piving diligence to keep the
unlty of the Spielt in the bond of peace.
There It one Lenly and one Spirit, eren as also
ye were called In one hope of your allingy
one Lord, one falth, one Luptism, one God
and Father of all, who is over all, and
theough all, and in all."=Eph, {v. 1-6.

This paper, while not claiming to be what
§s styled an ** organ,” may be 1aken as fairly
representing the people known as Disciples of
Christ {n this country,

Some Ecclesiastical Don'ts.

—

By Rev. Gerarp I, F, Hatiock,
Brick PaksnvTeEriaN ClURCH,
RocHESTER, NEw York,

——

t. Don’t study without prayer.

2. Dont pray without study. }

3. Don'’t tell all you know in one
sermon,

4. Don't mistake length for profund.
ity nor brevity for wit.

5. Don't offer to other people
manna which you have not tasted
yoursclf,

0. Don’t preach a mutilated Bib'e,
sugar-coat the truth or administer ho-
maopathic  dilutions  of onthodoxy,
‘Ths pulpits that arc losing their grip
on the people arc the pulpits that are
losing their geip on the old Gospel
The preachers who arc securing the
best audicnces, the world over, are
those who habitually present the old
Gospel in all its integrity and simplic-
ity.

2. Don't preach scicnce ; not even
the science of theolugy. Your pulpit
is not a lecture platform, nor your
church a class-room.

8. Don't be ambitious to be consid-
cred a “big gun,” Better be a well
loaded rific. ‘Fhe ‘' swamp angel ” in
the last war wasa failure, It proposed
to do great things, but after a while
they found it was cracked and werce
afraid to use it lest it blow up. So
while men of rcal cflectiveness are
doing their work well, and making no
fuss about it, \we have a few “ big guns,”
half eracked with conccit about them.
selves, but unfortunately liable to blow
up just when they are wanted for im-
portant service. Most * bigguns” are
smooth bores. Don't be a *'big gun”

g. Don't make up your mind that
you will be, at whatever cost, 2 “ popue.
lar preacher.” “The formula for making
a “poputar preacher” involves these
three ingredicats : onc-third voice and
personal “ presence,” one: third scnsa-
tional sclection of topics, and one-third
hesesy, The proporuon of ingredients
varies somewhat in special cases, 2
litle extea allowance for heresy, for
cnmp!c, serving to offset trifling defic:
iencies in pcrsonal appearance ; but in
gencral the proportions must be blended
about a¢ we have indicated.  Don't be
* popular ¥ at the price.

1o. Don't indulge the slightest im-
pression that there is any substitute for
thorough-going, atdent, sincerc carnest.
ness, A distinguished lawyer once said

to Dr. Cuyleyr, “If 1 had a student in
my office who was not more in cainest
to win his first ten dollar suit before a
justice of the peace than some ministers
scem to be in teying to save souls, {
would kick such a student nut of my
office Dont fail to be in dead
carnest,

11, Don't use a pompous style in
ptayer, let your sentences be simple
and your words plain. et them as
far as possible express wants likely 1o
be felt by your congregation, Remem.
ber that you not only pray .for,your
heaters, but on their behalf and in
theit name.  You are for “the lime
being, their mouthpiece, Don't use a
style of prayer in which they cannot
join.

12. Don’t neglect most careful prepa-

| ration for the devoiional exercises of

worship.  Preparation, mental ard
spiritual, for lcading the devotional
services is Quite as important as prepa.
ration for preaching. Preaching would
be far more « flective than itis if morelife
and powcr were put into the praying
and the singing,

13. Don't forget that long and forma)
prayers are not conducive to the ends
of worship. Brevity, warmth, direct-
ness, simplicity in thought and lang.
uage, will find rcsponscin the hearts of
the people, The spisit and the im.
presslon of the devotionat part of tae
scrvice will gauge the interestand effect
the sermon.  Properly conducted it is
the best preparation for seed sowing,

t4. Don't let your notices mar the
effect of your preaching. Give them
out distinctly and in as few words as
practicable  Limit them to your own
church and its work, Don't be a ven-
det of nostrams,

15. Don't, in exchanging, read an-
nouncements without making sure that
they are mezv. Anold New England
preacher read a request for prayers
from a man who had lost his wife, It
was a year old or more.  And while he
was praying for the widower, the widow.
er was present listening with a new
wife by his side!

16. Don’t be cold and formal in
manner,  D'ut heart into your preach-
ing. *To me,” said Longlellow, 2
sermon is no sermon in which I cannot
hear the heart heat.” Most people
fecl in the same way.

17. Don’t be dull and uninteresting,
Don't let your congregation go to sleep.
Keep them awake at all hazards,  You
can ncither save nor help a soul when
il is aslecp.  As alast resort you might
wake the slecpers by some such method
as that used by a certain Scotch minis-
ter, when, on a warm day, he saw
nany of his people nodding and drows.
ing in their pews,  Resolving to meet
the difficulty in some way he suddenly
inttoduccd into his sermon the word
**hyperbolical”  Then pausing he
said, '* Now, my fricnds, some of you
may not understand this word * hyper-
belical '—11l explain,  Suppose [ was
to say that this congregation were a//
asleep in this church at the present
time, 1 would be speaking hyperbol-
ically; because (looking around) I
don believe that mote than half of
you are slceping.” ‘The cffect was in-
stantanecus. 'Those who were nodding
recovered themselves and nudged their
slecping neighbors, and the preacher

had the best of attention to the close
of the service.  Try it if you must,

t8. Don't torture pe’ ple with prolix.
ity and verbosencss of illustration. A
minister noted for this fault,was once
preaching t6 the inmatds of 4 lunatic
asylum. In one of his fllustrations he
painted the sccne of 2 man condemned
to be hanged, but - rgpricved under the
gallows, He went orr to describe the
gathering of the crowd, the bringing
out of the prisoner, his remarks, under
the gallows, the appea.ante of the
cxecutioher, the: adjustment of the
halter, the preparation to let fall the
platform, and just then the appearance
in the distance of the dust-covered
courier, the jaded horses, the waving
handkerchicef, the cotamotion in the
crowd. At this thrilling point, when
every onc was listening in breathless
silence for the' climax, the doctor
became painfully prolix.  One of the
lunatics, who could endure the tortture
no longer, arose in the congregation and
shouted, “ Hurry, ductor; for God’s
sake, hureyt Theyll hang the man
before we get therel” Don't forget
that oratory abhozs lengthiness.

19. Don't fail, as the principal thing,
to exalt the cross of Jesus Christ. It
is the one great-atraction. I, if 1
be lifted up, will draw all men unto
me.”
< =20, “Finglly;- ddvtedeian cmngalist].
without a message, a preacher without
doctrine, 2 pastor without devotion, or
a bishop without watchfulness, and you
will not be a servant without reward.—
Treasury Magazine for Ociober.

When Booth Saved Young
Lincoln's Life.

It was at Bowling Green, Ky., dur-
ing the summer of 1877. Edwin
Booth stood upon a platform waiting
for a train; so, too, did a man un.
known to theactor. Buried in thought,
this stranger left the plarform to walk
upon the track, not noticing an ap-
proaching engine.  One moment more
and there would have been an indis.
tinguishable corpse. Silently, suddenly,
Edwin Booth scized this stranger and
lifted him almost bodily upe= the plat.
form. So close came the enginc that
it struck the stranger’s heels as they
left the track.  “ Do you know who
that min is?"” asked Me Ford, the
wal known manager of Baltimore, who
witnessed the thrilling scene.

“No,” replied Booth,

- Robert Lincoln, President Lincoln's
son.”

‘'his was the most satisfactory inci.
dent in Edwin Booth's life.  Scnsitive
as a woman, he suffered untold tottures
for the wad deed of his hrother,  He
had voted for Abraham Lincoln as
president, but never voled befote or
after,—Aate Fields Washington,

New mercics, hew blessings, new light
on the way;

New coutage, new hope, and new
strength for cach day;

New notes of thanksgiving, new cords
of delight ;

New praise 1n the mozning, new songs
in the night ;

New wine in thy chalice, new alters (o
raise;

New fruits for thy Master, new garments

of praise. —Selected,

Christian Union.

The Rev, Dr. Bums preached the
opening scrmon of the course on
** Chrnstian Union,” in the James Street
Baptist Church, fast night. The edu
fice was filled. The preliminary service
way conducted by Rev. R, G. Boville,
B. D., who intrtoduced the preacher.
Dr. Burns took as his text John xiii,
35t By this shall all men know that
ye are mv disciples, if ye have love one
to another.”

‘Fhe preacher commenced by saying
that the union of Christians was not
uniformity of belicf on all questions.
That was an impossibility. KEven the
apostles had not uniformity. Had they
discussed a tithe of the questions that
have div'ded Christendom they would
have been as widely apart as we. ‘I'he
most cxclusive sccts have not sccured
uniformity.  Nor doces it mean perfect
agreement about greav questions, such
as the Scriptures, the future, the
Trinity, or the atonement.  Christians
may agree about the facts on these sub.
jects, but as to the philosophy of the
facts they dilfer widely. Christian
union would imply, however, agree-
ment on the great question of sin, of
the love of God, of tepentance and
faith, and of the bratherhood of the
race. Neither would it imply uniformity
of. thods. - The aposties did not, act
atike* “Paul did not imifate Peter or
John. He was *all things to all men”
if by any means he might save some,
Some races like symbols and need
them ; others require not their aid.
Wesley encouraged bishops in the
United States, but refused them in
England. ‘They were, however, prim;
infer pares, Neither dues it necessarily
imply organic union. Each might work
best on its own lines. The division
would, therefore, be only such as that
found betweeninfantry, arillery, cavalry,
ete, in the same army, and all might
sing, “and all one army we,” cach
helping the other, praying for the
other, and rejoicing in cach other's
victories, ‘The divisions ofthe Church
of Christ, alas) are not always of that
kind. Too frequently they rejoice in
the tnroads they make on each other.
Organic unton might be possible in
some cascs, and should be on cere.
monial grounds,  Still very large bod.
ies arc cumbrous, and divisin for
greater efficiency might be ewpedient.
T.et tastes be geatified when no cssen.
tial principle is violated. ‘T'here should
be a union in aim o save men, o
preach Cheist.  Whocould unite? Al
accepting Christ as the centre, who
accept His teaching about regeneration;
who put *'repentance toward God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ” as the
basis of Christian hfe. To be more
explicits "There are bodies who live on
the Nanks of Christian churches, carp.
ing at their theology, their blunders
and their inconsistencies, and unforiu.
nately we give them caough to live on,
‘They have no missions to the heathen,
none to the great mass of unconverted.
They gather the disaffected of all
churches, and report their progress at
times o3 converts from the Methodists,
Episcopalians, the Baptists, the Presby-
terians, ctc. ‘This is called real for
the Lord. A chutch without missions
to the heathen, and without any mes:
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sage to the great unconverted mass of
humanity, is hardly entitled to the
name of a chuich,

Union is demanded by the condition
of the teeming millions of non-Christ.
ians  ‘I'wo thirds of the human family
have never heard a Christian sermon,
In this the church is guilty.  Apostolic
enthusiasm would send the gospel to
every creature in a decade. ‘There
ate  too,000 Protestant ministers in
Canada and the United States. If 20,
coo of these were sent to the heathen
there would still be left at home one
for cverty 750 of the Protestants left,
If it takes 100,000 ministers to save
60,000,000 at home who know no ovher
religion but Christianity, how many
would be needed for 1,200,000,000
who have never heard a Christian ser-
mon? We don't know what to do
with the ministers we have at home,
and arc dividing circuits to make room
for surplus men, while two-thirds of the
world has never heard a Christian ser.
mon. We hear of men being st
wanted, but it is to protect shibboleths,
Some churches report as missionary
ground all not occupied by themselves,
Thus we fritter away resources in sec.
tarian  jealousies.  Methodists must
have cathedrals and universities because
other churches have them.  The world
is not dying for cathedrals, but for sym-
pathy u n love,

Christian union would mean the}
economy of men,. Men of Catholic
sentiment are acceptable in any pulpit,
You can hardly tell their denomination
when engaged in revivals, ‘They have
onc message.  But when on dress pat-
ade they have plenty of time for contro.
versy and heresy hunting.  Let ns close
our tanks and send our army of con.
quest, Could we pay them? Aye,
and necver feel it A centa day from
the Mcthodists of Canada would give as
much in one year as has been given in
the last quadrennium—from 1886 to
1890, A centa day from the Baptists
in the United States alone would give
50 per cent. mote than all Christendom
gives for the conversion of the world.
If the Mecthodists and Baptists of
America would give onc cent a day
they would give three times as much as
is given by all Christendom for foreign
missions. Who can doubt that the
Church is simply trifling with missions
to the present date? But union s
wanted for other purposes, The
Clurch is weak in the presence of
great wrongs  If there was a united
cxpression these wrongs would totter
to their fall.  ‘Fhink of war, of persecu.
tion for creed, of the liquor traffic in
heathen lands, of the treatment of the
Chinese and of monopolies! If the
Chuzch were united it would be heard,
\We don't pull together. What is our
duty? Merge minor differences, Get
closer. Cease looking for differences.
Pray together, sing together, work to-
gether.  In closing, the cloquent divine
read the article adopted by the Metho.
diss Church Conference at its last
meeting in favor of union,

The scrmon wasa powcrful on¢ and
the large congregation was deeply im-
pressed by ite—=Liamillon Times,

We often try to influence peaple by
what we say, but they will belicve us by
what we do.
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