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1if Il-T willalways cerc ise
its prerogative of snaîch-

S ing from Ille world, mien
'%vilhose]lives andcliaracters
have an ennobling in-
fluence uponl iaiîkind.

~ From its decrees there
>~iS nopossibiityof escape,
i ~but tinic niaes soine
S aniends for the injury

</' inflicted, by deeî;enin-
and beautîfying the reverence wbichi it is
Ille privilegc of posterity 10 feel for thei.

lBrough t into personal contact witlb
guenînis, we cannaI justly estiniate is
strenath or a-reaîiness wve miust contemn-
plate àl froin a1 distance in order ta grasp,
iinprcjudicio-lly, its iineanîîîgii and p;ower.
1'hroughi t'le niist of ages WC view tlle
bieroes, pnets, statesuien and orators of
ancient dînes with a1 synîpaîhe!,tic eye.
Tinie is a purifying miediunm, and separates
the oad (rani the evii Ille real froni tie
dreaniy in the deeds and wrihings of these
imen. \Ve love 10 linger over UIl pages of
S'hakespea re rinid M %ilîoii, îrincipally
bccausc ulbcy were literary creators of
su rpassin.g and indisputable eniinience, butr
incidentally becauise the) were mlen wilh
whose careers and pcrsoîîalities ive -are
acquainted through history and tradition,
and îlot îlirougbi intimate anîd lhappy
fellowvslipi. Thus it lias ever been. 'l'le
%vorth of mTen is not recognized until tUiey
arc fa-r bcyond the possibility of enjoying
the deliclhî which cnwldneîîo this
worth brisigs %'ith ii. 'l'le subject of this
sketch, Johin B3oyle QReilly, did not,
durinu hiis life, escape tlle cruel exactions
wh ich this arbitraiy and n onsciîsical dcci ce

Hnovs -e will have to wvait for oiier
genera-tions to weave dIe wvreath of fainc
which, onie day or other, lie ivill Wear.
11e lias bis adm'nrers, and they arc not a
fev; but bis spirit will not: rest uiîîil tlhe
world is îileased t0 place his naine an-tor.gst
iliose of ils greiu. literary moen.

Johin Baoyle O'Rcilly %vas a peculiarly
oified mnan. W'lietler wve regard ini as

l~~ro~orator, journalist or poet ivc are at

once struck by luis -intense carnestness,
tliat quality miost necded for the acliieve-
mnrt of grcat îlîings. Hic ticever did
aîîything in a hialf-licirred way. He felt
s0 stroligly on1 public questions that lic
could not speak, otlherwise îlian stron.gly
upon thien. lie as bitterly lîaîed evil as
lie ferventl>' loved virtue. If bis diîîy
were to expose Ille formes, lie would bring
10 the task aIl Ille riclh resources of lus
splendid iiintd lie wvould fling )ver lus
uitterances tiiose qualînies wlîicl lie îlîoughut
would best lîrepare theni tu nicet the
purpose in view. I entunciatiorî, invective,
scorn andl ridicule wverc Ibis ready
weapons but they were ever directed
against the deed, white, for the doer, 'lie
feît conmpassion, a1s gecrous as it %vas
sîncere. If ]lis duty %wcrc t0 extol dt:e
latter lie 'vould nîcet that, duty witi a
sîwiling face, for lie wvas; not of tiiose su
seîfisli as ta slîrink froun bestowing praise,
wliben lie felt thatibulis praise wvas nierited.
In such cases, indced, wîas tie manî fully
displaycd. His %vords, fuî of sitnula.%r
swCeetiiess, were bubblingys fronu the rieli
fonain of a pure and noble lîeart. ht
'vas cluiefly ini luis capdaciîy as editor of a
great îuaîer thýat lie ivas conîîelled to net
bath tliese duties, anîd it is but just, 10 s3v
that in rno instaîicc did lie avoid eitlhcr of
theni.

Upon al] iaîters, religions, political or
racial bis views wesc b)ro.id-inided and
liberal. I-e was not so fcutercd by party
or crecd prcjudices, as to feel itan obliga-
tion upon lînTii t0 close his cyes tu ilic
abuses of tUic class, îvitli whiose gencril
principles lie fumd luiniscîf iii sympaîlîy.
I-le lind a conscience, delicate ansd
sensitive, and its dictates lie religiotisiy
followed, even Miben danger of social or
pecuniary loss thircatened. To say evciî
so niuch is t0 say a grent deil, iviien oh-
sequiousness seernied ta hiave ent-unigil
the journalisîs or Ilue dlay ini ils mesîes.

Whilat s11.11 I say of O'ReiIIy, thue poci?
Nothing but îvhat is coniendatorv.
Speculntion regarding wbat would bavc
liappclied, in certain cases undcr
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