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After maîxy rnonths of wvaiting ia man
named Cliow wvas found at last able to un-
dertako Mie taskc. As his fathor liad just
died hoe thiought : -Why should not that
which wlll benef it one man bonofit an-
othor V" So hoe had his own fathor's body
lîurned and the ashes put in anothor bag
which hoe bld under his clothes; then lie tookc
both bags with him te the bottem of the
lake. Thiere ho found the sto-ie dragon
Nvhicti operiod its mouth; ut once hoe put the
bag with Uis own fathor's ashes therein.
And the mouth closed.

To stay under water longer was imipos-
511)10, so ho hu.ig the bag centaining the
ashes of the ether man's father on the hemn
of the dragon and asceridcd t.o the surface
of the lako. In dute Lime, the story runs,
bis grandson l)ecftfl Emperor of China. The
othor man's son became great, but flot.
Eînperer.

About the Ancestral Tablet.

Mao)y are the tales abolit each soitl's
troatment :thus about that in the ances-
tral tablet. "Where is your daughter ?" a
missionary asked a wvoman abolit her child
who hiad been recently ill. "Ther-e," replied
tiie uothier, l)ointiflg to an ancestral ta)>-
let.

lI the uinpublishcd diary cif a missionary
1 luitly came across the enigin of the -in-
cestral tablot.

Tr n arliest times thero was a man of
nîiost cruel disposition, living with bis mo-
ther, whom ho continually abused. One day.
at %vork in the fields, hoe watchod a unother
geat with its newly-born kid; hoe blegan to
think of the sufforings of the animal fer iLs
yoting. iLs love for it, and the evident af-
fection and gratitude of the kcid. Ho thon
luegani te think of himself and his conduct
te hiis mother, and foît nshamed that a
moere animul sheuld return a mother's care
and1( love, lie h, a man, was wverse
than indifferent.

At this momtent hie suw Iiis meother coming
to ini wvi tI his dinnor; anxious at once
to show his nowly-awak-etied love, lie ran
eaigerly t oward lier. But slie, supposing ho
was riiol ng t o lier- t ci lea t lier as usual,
junriîue( mbi a w~ell neair by. WVheol lie
reachced ithe well nothing wns te o foîndi,
<lespite ail bis efforts. lit a piece of wood
flont.ing on the top of thie 'voter. Ho felt
sure bis ii otlier's soîI- wos in this, and kept
it t<) mokýe offerings Ie in noenory of bis

motiier. Thus originatedi ancestral tablot
w orship).

About The Seul That Goes te Ilcaven.

Porhaps the inost curlous to us cf ail
these !dos and cus tenis are thase relating
to tho soul in hoaven. The heavon of the
Chinese imagination is a most niatonial
p)lace. The gods, as is usital with aIl lloa-
thon gods, are of likoe passions with their
earthly subjects, who regard them as crea-
tutres to 1)0 continually propitiatod but
nover loved. Ouîo god is the constablo wvho,
as each soul presenits itself in heaven, ar'-
rests it and takes it te bo tried bof ore the
one wvho is judge.

But evory man in China hias his price, iL
is said, and the constable, though a ged,
lias bis. Instead of roal money te bribe
the constable witlî (the gods do net know
the difference 1 ) . a Vast quantity of imi-
tatiota money is used.

The Chinese think that any article bi.rned
for the dead is in the ether world turned
te spirit advantage. Se if eough paper
meney is burned the constable is bribed,
and says hie could net find the soul, and it
goes îînjudgod.

The making of these paper offerings is a
regular trade. Wonien in the country inake
them. The moaîoy is of varieus kinds. The
Chinese lise cash, ton cf wvhich makze a cent,
and they aIse lise ingots, or "shoes" of
silver and of geld. Part of evory travoler's
equipment is a small pair of scalos to
woigh tlîe bits of silvor and gold that niest
industrious pounding with hammor and
chisel at length detaches. To imitato thoso
ingets lireon paper cevered with either
silver or gilt tinsel is cut and pastod inte
tlieir shape. 1 have tim cf five dollars, fif-
teen dollars, and fifty dollars value w~hen
l)urned. A few cash wili socuro hundreds
of dollars worth fer tlîe use cf the dead.

Little fancy pastoboard boxes hold a hun-
dred exact imitations of the Mexican dol-
lar, wlîiclî is currency iii part s cf China. 1
have a very pretty box, with a glass lid,
in wlîicli are six piles of these Mexicali dol-
lars, tlîree in ecd pile.

A girl at Shanghiai, who had learned te
love C'hrist, befere dlying, fiegged lier boa-
thon anotler net te have a heathen funeral
fer ber. Tue niother promisod, and whon
lier dauglîte>' was doad, and the noighbors
brouglît suscli spirit offering,>, told thom ail:
"MNy daughter was a .lesus person, 1 car.-
iont lise those for. lier.-
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