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ISPRED OF DECIMAL NOTATION.
O*ur problenî is Speech-Notation, or an

itaproved mode of indicating Speechi-Sonnds.
Anotiiet change sioiy taking place is Time-
Notation, or introduction of tise 24-our
plan of dividing the day. Mr. S;andford
Fleming. Ottava, the wel-non anîhor and
engineer of the Canada iacific and Inter-
colonial Railways, is pîtshing Time-Notation
in a way wte hope to notice later. Chem.-
istry bas aliedy adopttd a new Notationi.
13eside Chemic-Notation, Speech-Notation,
and Time-Notation, wve hav Deciinai-No-
lation, wvhich, coming îrom India, by wvay of
the Arabians, is nosv, after three centuris of
strugi, the establisht mode of rekninig gea-
eraly. Its extension to Weights and Me-
sures, as wvel as to Money, dates but a cen-
tury bak-froas French Revolution. For
some 6o years bak ther bas been an oca-
sional Ilcaiiing atention " in ]3ritan to the
advantages of having P Decimai-Notation
for Money, Weiglits aad 'Mesures. It is
aow being pusht a liti more vigorusly. In
an artici by W. W. l-ardwick la Longinait's
Magazine (Sept. '97) we read:

IMost of us no tho dificultis with wvhich moniov
transactions ar carid o11 in tMis cuatry (G. Br'-
taunt ol ly aaîong ousslvs, in leser traîîsac-
lions of daity lîfe, but in greater and more for-
-ilidabl ones of insternationîal comierce. By
adoplion'of decimal systeni, mucli labor i10w
'evasîed in trublsoin reductions might be done
away with. Such aclumnsy systeni i nwortlîy a
great nation-------------...........G. liritan, Liîdia,
Egyjîl and Ottomnan Empire ar the oaly cuatris
that hav not adoîîtcd a decimal coulage. Tuais
wil probabiy adoit the Frenîch systeni."*

Since India and Egypt ar under B3ritish
thuni and Turkey haf so, it folos that John
Bul bas aobody to keep hlm company
except -, the unspeakabl Turk"! Say,
Johni, yur sîupid conservatism bas got yu
int disreputabie company. It takes yu
zoo yearsio0walke upt1anything. Hadn'î yu
beter play dog-in-the-manger no longer, bot
lkeep up ivith the procesion,"-adopt a

a simpi and sensibi plan for speling, monet-,
-%eights and mésures, Yti no yur speiing
is '- too uterly awful - for anybody. Yu 'v
got behiad the age. Yu shud not lag behind
this way-like a cow's taau, aiways behind!
Don't &-.Rip Van Winkl. 'WaX-e up 1 Dcci-
nmai coinage bas been arlopted by France.
flelginni, Swvitzeriand, Graece, Itaiy, Rou-
manif-, Spcin, Servia. Bulgaria, - Finland,
Germany, .Den mark, Sweden, Norway, Hol-
land, java., Austro-Hungart', Unîited states.
Canada (which adppted U. S. curency in
1858) Newfouadland, . Russia, Portugal,
Peru, Veneztuela, Chili, Columbia, Uruguay,
ïMecido, JapânÇ,Clina (goôd for Meepy Chinaà). 1
]3razil, Persia. - : '. ~- -
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AMIENDED SPELING IN FRANCE.
The IlCongrês National des Instituteurs."

or French Teachers* Asocan, met ia Paris in
Sept. In it,40,000 teach)ersw~er represented
by 2,000 delegats. Three resolutions wer
past, wvhich, transiated. ar:

1. v/o %Vnid oscape ovorwvork i» sinifflifying
Orthografy.

0. Tie Asoc'n oxprcses thie wishi that tho
French Aeadiny and the Icadoillie les Inscrip-
tions et Belles Lettres wud arauge for a joint
Coinision cliarged with coîtoideration and i mro-
dnctjon of rational sinmplifications into orthog-
raf y.

:3. In exaînination for certificat iii cenentarvî
studis, Dictation shiud bo no longer "a linkg
subject", (dUîlnlatoirc>)

The lirst retolution shows that they look
to Simplification of Sp. as at Ieast a partial
relief t0 crain and crusis of studis, so itiuch
complaind of by us as wel as theni. by
speling beîng-made 50 simpi as to need but
a fraction of the tume now spent in trying to
master its labyrinthin intricacis-and then
comonly flot succeeding. The second cails
for an authoritativ examination aud pro.
nunciamento. The third desires that les
importance be atacht to arbitrary and Ira-
ditional forms of words. In B3ritish civil
service examinations the great=mjrty of
those "plukî "(or rejected) ar so roifilure
in this conventional subject of speling, no
mater hoNv wvel grounded a candidate may
be in esential subjects. J3eyond ail dout,
100 great stres is laid upon Sp. \Ve shud
push in saine direction as they.

Thé French Society for Amendment of
Sp. bas been in labor and has bro't forth!1
Lt îpointed a comision t0 examin the
alfabet question some months ago. This
lias now reported. The report is conceivd
froni a national rather than an international
stand-point. Wherein national predilections
conflict vwith international ones is what we
hav now to consider. * Taking up their
repoî t. %e find they recomend that the
foloing signs be used as we do: b, d, f, g
(alwvays hard,) h. 1. mn, ai, p, r. s, t, y, y. z.

iTher is neither k nor wv in the French
alfabet. Fior the sound k, q is used, and
flot c, the later being put to do duty for sh,
to wvhich they apear led by the sound sh
being so comonly represented by ch. We
ar quite aware that color for this can be
found in other orthografîs. Yet mve canot
belp regreting this as a perversion of the
use of this oid Latin leter. Y is used for
the first sound in yak. is the saine as in our
word yet. .j is givn tie value of s in vision,
wvhich is not to be wonderd at %vhen wve
consider that the sound is comon in French
and represented now mostly byj. Thisu"seof
j confiicts .vith our use of it (Consonants a4
in.*LEnglishi). L mouillé is denoted by ýL,
wvhose use is optional-; wvhil'e N is used às a
contraction -for ny as- lu 'lunyan 'eqiqivalent.
to tilde-inarlit n iii Spîjnish. Comig now


