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« A FORWARD MOVEMENT IN
SUNDuY SCHOOL WORK.”
By Mr. Thos, Bryant, Nanaimo,

The Sunday =ehool 35 an agency svhich
is or shonld be the wnbodiment of ihe
most mature, intellizent and progressive
viowa of the chureh in regard to the vee
ligious educntion of the young. I'or its
utility the chureh is ns tnuch respongible
as it is for its eoxistence. It therefore
heloves those who are entrusted with
this work to sce to it that it conforms
to the requirements nnd necessities of
the age in which we live. lhe church
has undertaken the work of reiglous in-
struction from n strong conviction that
no system of education can be complete
without it—that moral must always go
side by side with itellectual culture—that
if a man is to fall of God, it were bet-
ter for him to fail of everything else, It
sade to the yonth of onr land “Get all
the sccular instruction you can in the
publie schools, but ‘with all your get-
ting, get understanding.’ te., education,
viewed' apart from moral culture, will do
a great deal for yon., Tt will unlock for
you the mysteries of nature, and famile
iarize you with the wonders of science,
But, if you are dovoid of those princi-
ples which Christianity alene can fur-
nish—of that higher knowledge, of which
tha Bible ia the only toxt bhook, then
there it nothing to prevent your other
knowledge proving to you a curse rather
than a blessing. There never was an
age in which this fact needed to be
more
Never was there more cagerncss manis
foatedd, or facilities offered in every civ-
ilizod conntry, for the nequisition of se-
cular knowlmige, than at the present
time—an ocagerness which is nltogether
ont of proportion to that which i« man.
ifested in the pursuit of religioux know-
ledge. May we not with propricty say
that the facilities are nlso out of pro-
portion too? We are all of us, T pre
sume agreed, that in cur public schools
the Bible shomld he exeluded ns a Text
Book—which means that religions know-
ledze shall not form part of the curricu-
lnm of our schoola, And right here per-
mit me to state that 1 consider it to be
a matter for which we ought as Cana-
dan  Mpthodists, ta congratulate our-
solves, that our publie system of ednea-
tion has been established on so wise a
hasis, viz., free and strictly secnlar and
non-eectarion, 'Had it been otherwise,
stich as for examnle in Enciand, bhe-
twoen the years 1846 and 1870, when
the system: of education was carried on
on a sort of partnership hasis hetween
the government and the veligions denom-
inations, we might thave heen found to-
day handicapped and hampered with a
dual avstem of religious education, viz.,
that of the day schools nnd that of the
Sunday schools. Having heen a denoms
Inational iEnglish teacher myself during
that period, I ‘can candidly say that I
beliove the best interests of religious
education in that country were sacri-
ficed, by such an arrangement 28 was
thea entered into. Neither the day nor
thei Sundny schools looked upon them-
selves ns bheing solely responsible, The
consequence was the Sunday school rest-

emphasized thon at the present.

ed satistied iu conceratug ttself, with
that portion of tho work which was purc-
Iy spirltual aud wnotional, or at suost,
that which was only of a denominational
character, seaving the day school the
duty of imparting an intellectunl Know-
ledge of the Bible. 1 have in my pose
sewsion the questions n religious know-
ledge avhich were given in competitive
examiniations open tu seholars attending
the public elementary schiovls of Neuth
Rtaffordshire, Bug., in the years 1863
aud 18G4, which shows that the chil
dren attending thoese schools, which were
oy types of all the schiools throughout
the country prior to the introduction of
the Board School System, were expected
to have justruction in religious kuow-
lcglgc. At the public dxaminations o
Bible lesson was sure to be a prominent
feature, whilst pupil teachers from the
very commencement of their course,
which was at a very early nge, in my
own case, it the nge of 13, were obliged
to pass annually an examinution In re-
liglous knowledge. But here in British
Columbia we have it is not so drawn and
we know that if religious education i«
ot earried on by the Sunday school, it
is mot cacrried on at all. The Sunday
xchool is solely responsible, For may 1
L peemitted further to postulnte, that
the religions instruction of the home is
practicaliy nil, Certalnly there are fam-
xl'i(-s in which it is given, but as a rule,
either on account of Inability, unwilling-
ness or lack of time on the part of the
parent, systematic religious instruction is
not given from one year's ond to the
other, The fact is theSunday school is
left in complete possession of the field.
“Ier right there is none to dispute.” Let
us soe now whether she has risen to a
full sense of the momentous task she
has undertaken, or at least which has
been limposed upon her. To carry out
her sublime mission there is one session
of the achool held per week, viz., as a
rule on Sunday afternoon, One hour and
2 half per week, giver not more

than ahout hal an hour's actual in-
s(ruetion,

Tn any case let us ar teachers and pas.
tors face this queston with a mutual
determination that we avill hy the grace
of Go¥ shoulder onr responsibility in re-
Iation to the young, lay ourselves out
for their benefit, and we may be sure of
an “ample recompense” in  gathering
“fenit unto lfe eternal” some 30, some
60 and some 100 fold, and this will be
rick reward.

“Open wide the garden gate
Let the littls wanderers in,
Lot them now no longer walt |
Till thelr lives are stained with sin,
Thers s voom enough for them
In the perfume-laden bowers:
Room for many a sparkling gem
*Mid the Gardencr's living flowers.
Take them from the storm-tossed flood,
Moor them at the Eden isle,
Sprinkled with the atoning blood,
Thelr's shall be an angel's smile,
Shield them from the warld's stern care,
Guide their lttle footsteps right,
Let thom breathe the heavenly air,
Let them see the living light.

Suffer them to come to Him,
Shepherd of the cherub band.

He can light the valley dim,
Leading from this desert land.
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Nutured with a kindly eare,

Al the weeds of sin kopt down,
Pyecioun fruit thelr lves shall bear,

Till they win the spackling crown,

And with golden harps in hand,
Glad'ning all that blest abode,

They shall shine a star-gemmed band
Tu the coronal of God.

And let it Yo borne in mind that this ix
a subject for which, a« far as I hinve been
ahle to ascertain, the children have no
natural aptitu le or irelination,  Apart
frons the ataries nmf hingraphiee of the
Rible, religioue inatriction poesoceea lit-
tle dnterest to ithe average child, Fur-
ther, for five days oat of the seven, our
scholara are under themoulding  influence
of the public school teacher. Such in.
flueace hax a tendeney to strengthen
their fnculties, droaden thelr perceptions,
and to make them critical and adbove all
rational, In some way or other some
crude  interpretation of the Bible is
bronght to their notice, which conflicts
with the facts and principles instiiled
into thelr minds {a the day school. They
ecannot give up those facte and princle
pleg: and equally impossihle {2 it that
they can hold on to those crude inter.
pretations at the =ame time, The in-
evitable reenlt i to cauge them to look
npon the Bible as a book of fables and
they come to the Sunday school on the
Sabhath with no taste for a hook which
to them ig a serles of contradications and
nheurditine, And we devote the short
sapaco of half an hour or so to the task
of undoing the mischicf svhich has beew
wrought in their minds by a day by dny
contact with a rampant agnosticism,
which iz the onvironment of many, §¢
not the majority of the youth attending
onr Sunday schoole. ‘And net only =o,
but as T have already pointed out, they
are outgrowing by the simple force of
education ‘the crude, antiquated, super-
stitiong  and bigoted views of religion
which are belng presented to them nat
every turn; can we sy they are being
cducated into an intelligent perception of
it? It g0, where? and by whom? Dur-
fug the fow moments we have them under
our inflience in ‘'the Sabbath school?
and by the «class of teachers
and methods of instruction in vogue in
many of of our Sunday schools to-day?
He would be indeatd a hold man avho dare
assert that, Perhaps what T have said
may he sufficlently clear to indicate
what I intend shall'be the main scope of
this paper. That as the the 20th cen-
tury dawns upon us, our rallying cory
may be “A forward movement in Sun-
day schoo! work.! Twenticth century
funds are all right, but by all meanw let
us take a broader view of our oblign-
tions, let us have more development of
the latent talent of the church and more
adaptation in our methods, What I would
ltke to sco is a fonward movement in the
teaching of the mere letter of sncred
truth, Without a knowiedge of the let-
ter, how can we expest our children to
catch the spirit which the letter con-
tning? The spirit is Lound up in the
letter, The letter is the doorway into
the temple, and if the doorway bhe not
mpened, access to thetholy place ) be
comes impossible. The use cf the In-
ternational Sunday Schaol Leasons form
a capitsl bhasis fof a more efficient sys-
tem of instruction, ingsmuch as it as-
sures a gradual and uniform effort. The
nse also nf the Banner and other pub-
ications of' like nature are most com-



