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THE IMPORT TRADE.

The following i a eomparstive statement of the im-
ports for the year 1865-66 and 1826-67 :—

1866. ]8’67.
s s
Dutiable Goods.....................88.271.837 85 752,744
Free Goods.............. ...15.835.201 16 RB0.9%6
Coin and BRnPjon,.. ... 5,191.842 6,411.312
Copyright Works........... ... ... 8430 4,008

Total immortas. ........
“ dn‘t‘y..‘........‘. 7.023,328

The increase of nearly two millions and a half in
dutiable goods, is made up chiefly in the articles of
woolleng, (of which about & million and & half were
fmported ‘n 1887 in excass of 1866,) sugar, iron and
bardware. and Indian coru and other graius, free to
Aug. 15, 1868, but subsequently paying daty. The in-
orease in coin and bullion coming into Canada is very
noticeable, amounting to about $1.220.000. The fol.
lowing statement shews the excess of coin and bullion
imported over that exported in 1866 and 1867:—

. 7,330,725

18686. l:ﬁ'/.
s
Coin, &c., iranorted ..... .. ....... 5191.8'2 6411312
“ exported .............. 2897,691 2916,034

Remaining in Canada............. 2,794,251 8.495278

8ubjoined is & comparative statement ot the value of
imports, omitting coin and bullion classifled accord-
ing to countries for 1865-66 and 1866-67 :—

18;"»6. 18:7.
From Great Britain.. 28,084,599 34.080.949
«  B.N. Americ: 857869 117R.373
“  B. West Indi 105.#80 137.802
“  TUnited States 5.242 834 1 47R1.165
“  France.., 1215090  1.174.844
“  Germany. . 813 810 398 4n1

“  Other foreign countries.. .. 1.810615 1,711.181

It will be seen that we took from Great Britain over
five millions of dollars worth more in 1867 than in 1868,
while from the United States wa t ok less in 1867 by
$1,180,000. We also find that while we imported from
Great Britain in 1867 much more than double the ex.
ports to that country, the United States gave us nearly
nine millions of dollars less than she took, paying
specie for a large share of the balance against theme
The same fact was also apparent io 1866, and in a more
remarkable degree but that year was exceptional in
its character, embracing, as it did, the period of great
activity previous to the abrogation of the Reciprocity
Treaty. We hope our neighbours are fully convinced
that they have more to gain by a new treaty than we
have, and that it could hardly fail to bemefit both
countries.

‘We have not space in the present issue to give the
statistics of Canadian trade in detail, but hope to do
80 next week to a greater extent. The figures are of
move than usual interest, as being the last returns to
be given for the Province of Canada alone, and as
shewing very marked differonces as compared with
those of the preceding fiscal year.

EXCISE FRAUDS IN THE STATES.

HE American Government continues to be in a bad
way with regard to the collection of the excise.
That fraud is carried on to an enormous extent, is well
known both at Washington and all through the conn-
try. How to detect and stop it, is the dificulty which
stands in the way of the Government, and we need
hardly say that we believe this difficulty to be insur-
mountable so long as such enormous imposts are levied.
Every tew weeks, either a dishonest distiller is detect-
ed, or a dishonest Revenue Collector; sometimes stills
are found hid away in the hills, or deep down in cel-
lars Every species of dodge Is resorted to in order to
cheat tho officials some of which display the sharpest
ingenuity and cunning. In the year 1860, when the
taxation was moderate, the returns made to the Gov-
ernment of whiskey distilled, were 90,000.000 gallons,
A New York paper says that last year—1866—revenue
was only collecied on 14,000.000 gallons! That the
Americans consumed go much less whiskey in 1866 than
1860, is not to be supposed for & moment. In fact,
competent statisticians calcnlate that the consumption
of such spiits has augmented, not fallen off, and that
during last year there could not have been less than
114,000,000 gallons made thronghout the Republic.
This would show that but a fraction of the whiskey
made-pays the wxcise dues, and that individuals here
and there over the country are daily cheating the reve-
nue, and making large fortunes out of it. This is an
unfortunate state of things, ruinous to the honest dis-
tiller, and injurious to the public morals. It is the re-
sult which alweys arises from the imposition of exhor-
bitant duties on articles of general consumption. The

temptation to evade the revenue laws, either by smug-
gling or otherwise, becomes irresistible to many, and
if they are detected and punished. experience shows
that there are always others ready to run the risk again.
If the American Government had only had one-third
the rates on spirits which it has had during 1866, we
do not doubt but that they would have collected more
revenne than under their heavy charges. There would
not, then, have been the same inducement to evade
the law, and a far larger quantity of spirits would have
paid the imposts. Other countries besides the United
States may take a lesson from their experience of
hoavy duties, and we would particularly commend the
facts to the notice of the legislators of our new Do-
minion who are now met at Ottawa.

RESPONSIBILITY OF RAILWAYS
AS CARRIERS.
(To the Editor of the Trade Review )
EAR Sir,—Last August we had some goods burnt
in a car on the Grand Trunk Rai'way. We sup-
posed that the Company was responsible as common
carriers, and sent the Tnvoice to the Manager of the
Freight Department in Toronto, requesting him to
remit ua a cheque for theamount. In a very courteous
letter. he stated that he was not at present able to
asknowledge any liability in the matter, but that he
would write us again on the subject, which he did on
onr reminding him of his promise, and in his letter
informed us that in the oninion of their solicitors the
Companv wax not liable for goods destroyed by fire.
‘We snppose that the mereantile class in this country
are deeply interested in this decision. as we have been
informed that decisions sustsining this opinion have
been given in some of our law courts. The ground of
this decision is that the shipping bill which they
oblige the cousignor to sign is a contract binding on
the contracting partier, and relieving the Company as
carrjers from almost all liability as will be seen by
reading the conditions on the back of an ordinary
shipping bill. It appears to us to be a serious matter
that we have to trust our goods in the hands of a com-
pany who may, through tha negligence ot their
servants or employees, burn them or in some cases
break them, and that without redress; whilst at the
same time being in transitu, we are not able to insure
them ourselves. We shall feel obliged, if either you
orsom~ of your numerous readers can give us any
suggestions on this subject, in. order to remedy this
state of things.

Port Hope, Nov. 12th, 1867. W.C. & S.

THE LUMBER TRADE.—WASTE OF THE
' FORESTS,

HE Aylmer Times devotes a leader to this vita)
subject. Qur contemporary says: Contracts are

doubtless being made by many in this and the adjoin-
ing townships, for the delivery of S8aw Logs at differ-
ent points on the Ottawa, during the ensuing winter.
We wish to raise a note of warning against an evil
which we have seen with deep regret in other years,
viz.: The over production of logs. We do not mean
to assert that there is any likelihood of the supply ex-
ceeding the demand, neither would we wish to create
antagonistic feelings among those engaged in our
staple trade; but we know for a fact that the keen
competition among those who ““ get out logs * has the
effect of giving to the saw-mill owner, more than his
fair share of the profits of the trade. The manufac-
ture of sawed lamber is agsuming gigantic dimensions
and seems likely to supersede that of square timber,
therefore those who hold limits or who have timber
on their land, peed have no fear that they will lack an
opportuvity of selling it. The rapid rise which has
taken place in the price of timber Jimits, should teach
our people & lesson “on this subject, and should also
deter reckless producers from wantonly deaf.roiing
those forests uron which 8o ‘many depend for subsis-
tencs. We think it quite clear that a check of some
kind should be put on this wholesale destruction of
our invaluable pine forests. Indeed this opinion is so
rapidly gaining ground, that some measure will no
doubt be adopted ere long to regulate the supply of
both square timber and sawed lumber; but much ana
irreparable mischief will be done before a remedy or
preventive can be applied
In nearly ali the civilized countries of the old world
people see and deplore the fatgl mistake made by
their ancestors in denuding the land of its woods; and
in many places very large sums of money are being
spent in order to repair in a slight degree the injury
done by the short-sighted selfishness of a generation
long since passed awav.
e in Canada though sad spendthrifts, have not
{et wasted all of the noble torests which formed so
mportant & part of our patrimony; but let us pause
in time, much that we once possessed is gone. ~And
we cannot help askiog by what right the lumber mer-
chant of twenty or even ten years ago wss permitted
to make havoc at will a..ongat timber which belonged
quite as much to his grand children as to him—tarn
it iuto cash and spend the proceeds in riotous living
and to luxuries to which his fathers had been little

accustomed. It cannot be disputed that had this

ortion of our patural resources, ro easy ot acoess,

een properly husbanded; had the money realized
from the sale of that timber which for thirty summers
has ~hitened Ottawa’s dark waters, been judiciously
invested, & much larger J)roportion of the land )aid
bare would have been under cultivation; muach more
of our splendid water power would have been utilized,
and the second generation of settiers would have been
ahwenlthier and more enterprising class of men than
they are

An immense mine of wealth was tapped when the
first raft was set afloat on the Ottawa, aud had that
wealth been directed into the proper chanael Agricul-
ture and Arts would have echoed the lumberer's steps,
and promptly occupied each spot lett vacant by the
receding forests.

The wealth which covered this land, merely changed
to another form, would have been still available for
the improvement of the country and we would not
now have to wait for foreign cspital to develope our
vast dormaut resources.

All this is matter for regret, but duties press upon
us which leave no time for regrets. We would there-
fore urge uﬁon all to think on these thinge, and to act
like men who own the country in which they live, not
like mere tenants at will.

8T. JOHN TRADE REPORT.

8r. JorN, N.B, Nov. 2, 1867.

THE business of the past two weeks has not been

characterised by anything Jike the usual amount
of aotivity for which we are accustomed to look at the
fall of the year. Three weeks, at the outside, will
bring the close of navigation, and there is every ingdi-
cation that the amount of business transacted will be
much below the average. There are many cauges con-
tributing to this result, chief among which may pro-
bably be reckoned the unsatisfactory nature of the
lumbering transactions of the past season; the con-
tinued low prices of our staples in the British market,
and the consequent contraction of operations for the
coming winter. The money market, too, is tight, the
suspension of the Commercial Bank of Canada has
not been without its influence here; and the hoped for
xevival in ship building seems to have & very poor
prospect of reahzation.

8hipping arrivals have been small, consisting almost
entirely of small vessels from United States ports with
flour and general merchandize. The steamers of the
International Company now make but two trips each
way per week, although the amount of traffic wounld
certainly seem to indicate that there is Pplenty ot work
for another boat. The Tuesday’s steamer was heavily
laden, and & large quantity of freight was left on the
wharf at Portland, which she was unable to take on
board.

We are glad to notice that the Company have pur-
chased & new propeller for the exclusive conveyance
of flour between Portland and St. John. This ig 3
much needed step, and we hope will be productive of

mntler regularity in the delivery of this tmportant
cle.

LuxBER —The exports of this staple have been ve
moderate. We present below a comparative state-
ment for the month of October, from which 1t will be
seen that, taken as a whole, there has been a consider-
able failing off a3 compared with the correspondin
month of 1866. The West India trade has open
]u:fuidly. One vessel cleared with shooks last week,
and four in the week just closed; but the prospect of
having to lay over some time tor return CAFgoes, ren-
ders owners chary of entering into en gagements.

Statement of exports ot lJumber from the port of 8t.

John for October, 1867, as compared with th -
ponding periovd of 18686:— P © corres

1867. 186¢,
Deals and Deal Ends, s. f......... 11.096 550 15,928,821
Boards, ~cantling and Plank, s. f. 5,424,028 7,746,085
Pine Timber, tons................ 87 ’561
Birch Timber, tons... ... . 702 302
Pickets and Palings, M., . 1,026 780
Shingles, M ..... ... . . 462 479
Laths, M......... . 10,696 1359
Sugar 8hooks..................... 89,378 67.618
Spars, Ste-pers aud Knees. ... . . 980 1,019

The principal miscellaneous exports of the month
are comprised in the following list:—Hay, 814 bdls 10
tons; butter, 60 pkgs; apples, 62 bbls; eggy, 252 bbls;
mackerel, 2,321 bbls 89 kits; salmon, 58 bxs; alewives,
420 bbls; lobsters, 84 cses; herrings, 2 106 bxs; codfish.
80 boxes; spruce poles, 1,146; broom handles, 44 400;
nails, 117 kegs; bricks, 97 000; pig iron, 115 rops; ha-
berdusherf. 90 pokges; hardware, 14 pPkges; iron 244
bars 48 bdls; manganese, 268 bbls. ’

FreranTs—8how rather increased firmness this
week, though transactions have been comparatively
in);w lnnd inimportlant.l‘ow:ia qugte e

eals to Liverpool or London.70s 04 to 0 .

“ Bristo‘i Channel.......65s 0d to 8& oﬁ per‘gtd

“  Clyde... 63s9d ta 00s 04  *
“  Dublin. +.6786d to 008 0d
‘“  Belfast................868 0d to (0s 0d “
““  West Coast Ireland....72s 6d to 00s 0d “
Boards to Boston . . X
¢  Providence .. $5.00to $0.00 ¢
“ New York . . $6.00t0 80 00 ¢
~ ‘  Pbhiladelphia.. cvie $4.00t080.00 ¢
‘“ North S8tde Cuba. o $7.76t088.00 ¢
Shooks ¢ “ veees $0.27t080.28 ¢



