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Lesson V,

THE PRODIGAL SON—TEMPERANCE LESSON May 3, 1914

BETWEBN THE LESSONSB-—There io no break between to-day's Lesson and that for last Sabbath.

GOLDEN TEXT—I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against h
nd in thy 8ight.—Lulke 15 :y18 (Rev.Ver.). = & eaven,

Memorize vs. 17-19. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 15 : 11-24. Study Luke 15 : 11-32,

11 And be said, A certain man had two sons:

12 And the younger of them said to Ais father,
Father, give me the portion of ! goods that falleth to me.
And he divided unto thom hss living

13 And not many days after the younger son
gathered all together, and took his journsy into a far
country, and there * wasted his substanoe with riotous

ving
' 14 Ard whon ho had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that 3land ; and ho began to be in want.
15 And ho went and joined himself to 4z citizen
of that country ; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine.
16 And ho would fain have & filled his belly with the
husks that the swino did eat : and no man gave unto

m,

17 * And whon he came to himself, ho said, How
many hired servants of my father's havo bread enough
and to spare, and I porish 7 with_bunger | .

18 1 will arise anrf go to my father, and will say

unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and
$ before thee,

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son :
make mo as one of thy hired servants.

20 And he arose, and came to his father. Byt
° vah?::hh% was yet 1% greatdway off, l:lmf fﬁtbor Islaw bim,
and ad compsassion, and ran, and fell on his n
and Lissed bim s eak,

21 And tho son said unto him, Fathor, I have sinned
against heaven, and %in thy sight, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son.

22 _ut the fathor said to his servants, Bring forth
12 the best robe, and put +¢ on him ; and put & ring on
his hand, and shoes on Ais feet :

23 And bring ¥ hither tho fatted calf, and kill it ;
ond lot us eat, and ¥ be merry :

24 For this mg» son was dead, and is alive again ;
ho was loat, and is found. And they began to be
merry.

Revised Version— thy substance ; *he ; 3country ; ¢one of tho citizens ; ¥ been filled with ; ¢ But when ;
Yhere with ; $in thy sight: I am; 9 while; afar off ; 11 was moved with; 3 quickly ; ¥ Omit hither;

W make merry.

Dailly Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 58 Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Tho prodigal son, Luke 15:11-24. T.—The prodigal son, Luke 15 :25-32. W.—
The cry of the penitent, Pa. 51 :9-19. Th.—Turn ye and live, Ezek. 18 : 28-32. F.—The Father's pity, Ps.
103 : 3-18. S.—~The riches of God’s mercy, Eph. 2 : 1-9. 8.—A father's counsel, Prov. 3 : 1-6.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tep DeMAND.—11, 1. A certain man ;
not any very exceptional person ; any true father
would act like the one in the parable. Two 3ons ;
of very different dispositions. The younger ; repre-
sonting such poople as the publicans and Jews other
than the Pharisees, who claimed the first placs in
God's favor for themselves. Give me. Such a de-
mand was not unusual in Palestine, where younger
sons froquently left the land to join one of the many
Hebrew on the Mediter! The portion;
half the elder son’s share and therefore one third of
the father's estate (sec Deut. 21 : 17). Divided . .
his living ; giving, as would be only fair, the elder
son his portion also.

II. THE DESTINATION.—18, 14. Not many days
after. He could not too soen get where he would
bave his full swing. Gathsred ail together ; scling
land or jewels and calling in loans, greedily sweeping
overything in. A far country; the farther the
better ; ho could not, for very shame's sake, run his
avil course near his old homo. Wasted his substance;
spent all his moncy. Riotous living ; living in
which » free rein was given to overy passion. Mighty
famine. Fawmine was & ususl ocourrence in various
parts of the world in the days of Jesus. In want ;
the result of his wastefulness and the scarcity of food.

15, 16. Joined himself ; literslly, *‘glued himself
to,"—"foisted himsclf on. & citizen ; ono of an-
other nation, a heathen as wo may naturally suppose.
Ho gent him ; not that ho was needed, but out of
3 sort of good-natured pity. To feed swine; a
peculinrly hataful t2sk to a Jew, since swinoe wero look-
od upon 83 specially unclean. Husks ; tho pods of
the carob troo or loount troo coramon in Paleatine.
The pods aro vory sugary, and aro used about tho

Mediterranean for swine's food. No man gave ;
not even the cornpanions of his vices. Theso forsook
him as sorn as hie money was gone.

PODS OF THE CAROB TREE

“J1I. Tee RESOLVE.~17-19. Camo to himself,
In his rioting ho was pot himself, ho was *“Yeside
himself.” The sinner bas not only forsakoen Tiod, he
bas loft hus roal self. Rapentance is s return to the
roalself. Hired servants ; chance laborers'~wor than
slaves, liko tramps hired by a farmer for harvosting.
I will arise ; dofinite action without which mera
words of regret would have been in vain, My fathor.
Not cven his sin could chango that relationship.
‘Will say. Open confession flows from resl penitence.
8inned against heaven ; that is against God. In
thy sight (Rev. Ver.), in thy judgment ; he knows




