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3 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

Lesson XII,

JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND

March 20, 1904

Matt. 14:13-28, Commit to metnory vs. 20, 21, Cowp. Mark 6:30-56; Luke 9:10-17. Read John 6.
GOLDEN TEXT-—Jesus saith unto them, I am tho broad of life,—John 6 : 35.

13 1 When Je'sus heard of it, ho 3departed thence by
sl:lg) into a desert place apart: and when the 3 peoplo
had heard theregf, they followed him on foot 4out of
the cities.

14 And 6Je’sus went forth, and saw a great multi-
tude, end 8 wausmoved with compassion toward them,
and 7 he healed their sick.

16 And when 8it was evening, hisdisciples came to
him, saying, 9 This i3 a desert Iﬂnce. and the time {8
lonow past: send the 1t multitude away, 1bat they
may go into the villages, and buy themselves 13 vic-
tuals,

16 But Je'sus said unto them, They 13need not de-
part; give ye them to eat,

17 And they say unto him, We have here but five
loaves, and two fishes,

Revised Version—1Now when Jesus heard it;

18 14 ITe snid, Bring them hither to me.

10 And he cummanded the 1 multitude to sitdown
on the grass, and 1" took the five loaves, and the two
fishes, und looking up to heaven, he blessed, and
brake, and gave the lonves to 18 4is disciples, and the
disclples to the 11 multftude.

20 And tho‘y did all eat, and were filled : and they
17took up of the fragments thut remained twelve
baskets full,

2] _And they that 18had eaten were about five thou-
sand men, bexide women and children, .

22 And straightway 19 Je'sus constrained 16his dis-
efples to 20 get Into & ship, and to go before him unto
tho other side, 51 while he sent the multitudes away.

28 And 23when he had sent the multitudes away,
he went up into 23a moun‘ain apart to pray : and
when 2sthe ovening was come, he was there alone.

3 withdrew from thence in a boat, to; smultitudes

heard ; 4from the cities; ¢ he came furth ; 6he had compnssion on them : 70mit he ; seven was come, the dis-
ciples; 9 The place is desert; 10already ; 1 multitudea: 13food : $3have no need to go away ; 14And he: he;
16the ; 17took up that which remained over of the broken pleces; 18did eat; 19he; 20enter into the boat;

31till he should send ; 33after; 23the; 24 even was come,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Piace—April, 20 A.D.; a plain near
Bethsaida on the northeast shore of the Lake of
Galilee.

Connection—Jesus was probably at Capernaum
when the death of John the Baptist was told Him,
Matt. 14: 12. About the same time the Twelve re-
turned from their missionary tour. It was immedf-
ately after this that the feeding of the five thousand
took place.

I. ADaY oF BLESSING.—13. 14. When Jesus
heeard of it; of the death of John the Baptist (v.12)
and that Herod believed that Qe Himself was John
risen from the dead, vs. 1, 2. Departed thenos;
from Capernaum, to find a quict place of rest for the
disciples wearied with their labors, Mark 6: 31. Pro-
bably, also, it was dangerousior Jesus to remainnear
Herod, who had just.put John the Baptist to death.
Then, too, our Lord was full of sorrow for the loss of
His friend and so would wish to get away from the
crowds. Byship ; Rev. Ver,, “by boat.” Adesert
place; not a barren, but a thinly inhabited region.
People ; Rev. Ver., ¢ the multitudes.” Followed
Him on foot. They saw the direction in which the
boat was going and followed it along theshore, Some
of them reached the place before Jesus, Mark 6 : 33,
Out of the cities; along the northern shore of the
lake, from which the boat could be seen during fts
whole course. From Capernaum to Bethsaida was
seven or eight miles, The crowds would be increased
Irom among those going to Jerusalem atthis time to
keep the Passover, John 6:4. Went forth; from
the place to which he had retired for rest. Moved
with compassion. He was full of pity, not only for
their bodily hunger and sickness, put also for the
needs of theirsouls. Healed their sick ; and also
taught them, Mark 6:84; Luke9: 11, Hethusdenied
Himself the quiet and privacy for which He bad
crossed the lake. -

II. Tee Evexiye MIRACLE.~~15, 18, Even-
ing; the “first evening,” from threc to six o'clock,

i8 hero meant; in v. 23 it is the * sccond evening,”
from six o'clock on. The time is now past; itis
more than time to send the crowds away to get food.
Give yo them to eat; & thing which seemed im-
possible to the disciples.

17-21 Five loaves and two fishes: a small
supply even for Jesus and the Twelve alone. The
loaves were round, fiat cakes like large biscuits
made of barley, John saysthata lad brought them
and the fishes, John 6: 8. To sit down on the
8rass (" grassy places”). Mark (8: 89, 40) and Luke
(9:14) tell us that the people were amanged in regu-

Fish of tho Lake of Galilee

lar companics. The grass was green, it being Pass-
over (spring) time (John 6: 4), end the gronps of
people with their bright-colored clothing would look
ikegardenbeds. Blessed ; “gave thanks™ (John
6:11), as we do before mesals. Fragments ; not
crumbs Jeft by the eaters, but unused pieces broken
by Jesug and the disciples. Twelve baskets, Each
diseiple would have one to hold provisions\and other
necessaries,: This was a common ¢ustom.




