
Christ ffleaivg MwI B/lnd Man

*Gaz&, fou' instance, it is suid that one-thlrd of the
populatb-n have losi one or bath cyes. The
general unsanitarineas of Orierital dwellings and
dcis, as well as the sudden changes in tenmpera-
tiarc, with the intensc brighiness oi the sun and
the fine dsist ini the air in these sandy counitries
are thec hief causes." Il Blind frou Ais birtia.'
in ibis lay the pecularity of the case. To be born
blind is a rare occurrence eitber in the East or
in the West. This is the only instance of the sort
amongst thc miracles on the blind perfarmed by
the Lord Jesus.

V. 2 " Master, w4o did sin? " To the disciples
*îh>' pitiful case of tii e"n is a mere malter of
curious speulation. T8heý rognize that their
Mfaster bas knowledge and insight beyond the
com mon, and hope that Ife may be able to give
them a key ta the puzzling problem which is in,
their :ninds. They have flot yet fully learned
the divirier power which>iWe passesses af hcaling
and helping mcn. II Tkis man ? " If the man's
owr s in caused bis blindness, then' evidently iî
nmust have heen a sin before be came mbt the
world. The Rabbis appcé.r ta have thasagbt it
possible that one migbî sin even before birth.
There was a dim belief also in the pie-existence
of souls. <'IlOr Ais parents?" The disciples
,were, sa far, truc taO the teachings af their Scrip-
turcs inregard to the inexorable law af moral and
physical heredity, In the first of the îwo tables
of stone put int the hand af Moses on Sinai were
written, ivith the very finger ai God Himself, these
words "I the Lord îhy Gd arn a jealous God,
visiting -lhe iniquity af the aTthers upan the chul-
dren unta the third and fourth generation of theni
that bate me." The bliinder ai the disciples vas
ia the conclusion ta whicb .they had evidently
came that suffering in every csý is a judgment
upon sin, and that special rnis ortszne implies
special transgression. Such is undaubtedly sortie-
limes the cas., as jesus HiniScf rccogrsized in the
palsied man who vau lct dawn through the roof
inio i-is presence for healing (Mark 2 : 2-5),
and in the impotenit man at the Pool ai Bothesda
(John 5 :14). But it is nat safe for any man lesu
wrise than Jesus ta de.clare ip any spccific in-
stince that because one suifera, therefore, he bas
been guilty of unusual sin. It vau here that Jab'a
Irienda errcd, and it la wiîh ibis question that
the story af tiat waodesful Book ai job las-gely

V. 3. ",Y#Ûtir i at tAis mass siffsa' nor AÙ
paronts." Jesus expose% the falsity oi the sup-
position ai the disciples, as on another occasion
(sec Luke 13 : 1 5). "1But. " Tbe spectacle
which had merely aroused idle speculation' pa
the part ai the disciples iz, ta their Master, an
iiigent cmli for belp. Il That t/se eorks of Gasd
skoud be m'.ade manaiit in, Atm." Wben the
siters ai i.az.trus sent the message ta Jeas
IIB;boid, he whazn thou lovest is sick," jesta.
replied : ' This sicktness is nat- uni9 death but
for the glory ai God that the Son ai God might
be glorified tbereby " (ch. tl t'. 4). Sa, bere,
thc man's blindncss will magaify Gnd's power
and grace in bis own cycs nd before aIl the
world. Such is Christ's explanation ai this par.
ticular instance ai apparent misforînne, and thc
explanation is wideiy applicable.

V. 4. "I1 must' u'rk." [n the Reviscd Ver-
sion, IIWe must work " : a blcssed co-partner-
ship (t Cor 3 - 9)-" the works of him that sent
me." Oi whai sort arc these'? The works ai
thc hcsvcnly Father for the weiiarc ai men may
be judgcd by thc great central and typical wark
af the sendittg ai His anly begotten Son into
the world "that the world through him niight
be saved" (John 3 :17>. " 1 ;f4ile i.' is day. "
Christ's aIl taa, bni ministry was rapilly draw'
ing ta a close. Hi& soul wau the more soreiy
prcssed, therefore, by the urgency of His wotk.
It ii a whalesome, practicai thought for aur
eve.ryda>7 life that the nighi ai death closes tbe
doar of opportunity.

V< 5. 1c m tMe isgî4t of/tie vorld. " Note the
return ta the firsi persan singular. It is no
langer; ive," as in verse 4, but II L" I''se are
the l ht of Uic warld." Christ had said ta His

But the iolloweis ai Christ are the light ai thc
worid oniy as they reffcct Hini. They are the
stars. He la the Sun. There is evident refer-
ence here ta c. 8 : 12. Jesus is now tojustify ln
the mu* practicai way the dlaim there mrade. [t

la bardiy nccsaary ta remark that the iors ai
words "1As long as I am iwç t/se u'rld " la not
ta be taken au indicating thatit i t only during
His earthly ministry that Christ is the Llgbt of
the wotid. The Reviscd Version Rives the mrne
accurate reridering-"l when " or "sinice "; that
la, IlSceing that I have came mbt the warld
I ait the world's llght ; amn, and always sasU be
lb. wodrl' lght, to the enid ai thea go.."


