ESSAY ON REASONABLENESS, &C. 1269

God would either have to be made to tho whole human race individual-
ly, through every successive generation: or else to persons chosen of
Grod, to be his agents, in communicating the message of His will to
man. The Seriptures teach, thas Ie has chosen the latter method:
which is in perfect aceordance with the manner that man in analagous
sircumstances does business with man.  When an earthly Sovereign
has a messago to send to anolher nation, an ambassador with proper
credentials is commissioned to convey it. And when a proclamation
is made to revolied subjects, the same practice is adopted. The
Sovereign does not make the proclamation himself to each rebel per-
sonally. Aund what can be more reasonable, when the Sovereign of
the Universe condescends to accommodate himself to us (who by Na-
ture are rebels to his government)that He should adopt the same prac-
tico, which we use in similar cases among onrselves.

The grand question now presents itself :  How could God make a
‘revelation of his will by Agents; and as the same timo confirm it with
-such evidence as would produce conviction in the unbiased mind
that the revelation was from God? We answer,in one way only—by con-
Tnecting the revelation with an exhibition of superhuman power. In
other words, by empowering his messengers to work miracles, to con-
firm their testimony, that God had commissioned them to make a reve-
lation of his will. Supernatural communications require supernatu-

ral evidence, to substantiate them.

This species of evidence addressed to the senses of man, is equally
adapted toall classes and cond tions—learned and unlearned, which
is a consideration not to be overlooked ; and 7cal mmiracles, to the
teachable mind, we think would naturally be regarded as the con-
firmatory seal of Jehovah, by which /Zis word eould be distinguaish-
ed from the ward of men. .

If miracles have never been wrought, God has never interpesed i
the affairs of men ; for any divine interposition is a miracle—a devi-
ation from the ordinary course of things. Andif God has -ever
made a revelation of his will to our race, miracles would be indispen-
sable, and of necessity wrought, to demounstrate to the senses and
understanding of man, that tho message was from Gtod. Now while
‘we admit that the case of miracles is a contest of opposite improbabili-
ties: that is, whether it be more improbatle, that the miracle be true,
or the testimony false ; we do not admit the question of improbability
is any thing like being fairly stated, when the specific object for which
the miracles were professedly wrought.is left out of it entirely. Keason
‘would say, that the laws of nature woud net be suspended by the God
of Nature, without an adequate reason for the suspension. But we
conceive that the gracious purpose of God, to man, revealed in the
-seriptures, is an adegquate reason, and is in every sense worthy of God,
and highly necessary, as we!l as directly calculated to promote the
holiness, happiness, and everlasting welfare of man. Anditherefore,
we think it reasonable that the ordinary course of nature should he
daterrupted, in order to confirm & revelation which is fraught with



