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» make ong of an cvening party given in cele-
't‘v‘r(;\:iolr‘l of Halloween I nttonded, mingling in
tho nites of tho evening with the mnhuqsmtm 0
oae of Scotin’s most ardoat sons and Su erslvl-
tion's firmest votary.  Aliwas nlarity, wil)l m';;_
Tonely exceptions. ~ A maiden something smlx:_tt
forty was an Inmate of the housos and ns‘ ate
ol have it=for nothing else conld havo ( rn\\;n
fum to e place on such an aceneion—a cerm! n
oid Donald who was sane ten yeors across tho
LINE, cianced to call there,

¢ Upon that night, when fai1es Nght

On Cassiles Downens dance.
Decovum soquired that thesc 1Wo i«olnllcd ‘ll»eings
should comnin in the company, l)l:mt': v a n\l ere
touched: with sympathy at the “"’:“‘“:l embar.
rrssment which they evidently experirnced, seated

cite corners of the room
"‘.?X‘,'?,..‘.}Qd."f.li., of the youny ladies s‘:‘lu!. lml[':ll‘-
ingly, and. givmg & medung ‘\"““‘- ot W try '3
trick for cotisin Mavgaret™ ¢ Good rvjom; !
another; *and Il bayo uncle Donald over the
conls "' Down went tho shovel, over the embers,
and on it were placed two plumy chesthnts, namaed
after the parties concerned. Pr.wonlly they gavo
a umuitancous crack, and both jumped off the sho.
vel in the samo direction  Marguret blushed to
the eyes; and Donald, perhaps for the first timo
1 his Iife, cast an oghng look. * It was to be so
« But shall T enter nto the dotals of o week's
«conrtship?  The kind looks—~the mudest advan
ces—tho endearimg words—aay hold My letter
18 already nearly full: to be brief, then, lasteve.
ning they were married *

ESSAYS.

* The s05t amusement of the vacant mind.”?
FOR THE CASKET.
‘FHOUGHT'S ON THE COURSI.

The paseion for sporting is ns deep-
rooted as it is ancient. \We have not the
moans before us of giving the particulars
of its origin and progress ; but, as the de
sign of our present essay is more to spec-
ulate upon certain positions, than to de-
zail incontasuble facts, we shail not be
nice about matters of history. Neither
shall we venture upun the very nice
question, whether the practice of horse-
racing exerts an immoral influence on
.community ; rather leaving that to great-
er masters of Ethics, and closer observers
of manrers.

Among the celcbrated games of the
Grecians and Romans, foot races were
favorite feats; and not unfrequently su-
premacy inone of these races wasa sure
precedent to greater preferment.  Whea
men became more luxurious and conse-
quently less hardy, less patient of fatigue
and more cunning in the arts which sub
serve great physical exertion, the horse
race was preferred to the old plodding
way of coursing ; and this method is so
perfectly congenial to the spirit of this
species of competition, that it is not likely
any other will take its place. The speed
may be excelled, but the animation is in-
jmitable. lhe modern invention of rail
ways and steamn carriages has been sub.
stituted for the noble animal to u great
extent, but can never rival him in this
respect ; for compared with the buoyant
energy and instinctive ambition of the
flying courser, the operations of these
vehicles are groveling, and monotonous.

There is something in this practice so
nearly allied (o sccond nature, that wo
find it accompaniod with the same onthus
siasm wheraver resorted to. Lhe fierce
Arub, mouuted on his milk-white stecd,
andtracing a line on the desert.—tho grave
phlegmatic Dutchman, in unwonted con~
viviality, urging on his untrained faveorite,
in a region bettor ndapted to swimming
than flying—and the exquisite English
sportsman, on his courser that finds no
aqual, describing the circle on his rich
green turt—all evince a similar ardor.—
I'hose considerations suggest a moral.—

Now, what ig life but a course, in which
every one is ambitions to outstrip his cos
temporaries? From the king to the peas
gant, cach imagines some goal of wealth,
rank or power, at which he resolves to
anticipate his neighbor,

When Caled applied to Omar for the
master key of his snceessful career, th?
sage rephe {, * young man, it is of little
uge {0 form plans of life.” But we areat
liberty to dissent from his opinion. Ten
distinguished charactors have attained to
greatness by persevering diligence, where
one has owed his eminence to mere
chance, and he who has early marked out
his line of life has generally succeeded
best. There should, however, be a cares
ful exercise of judgment in selecting the
ground ‘The statesman and the soldier,
the hero of rare adventures, win the most
renown, but the private walks of life are
beset v ith fewest thorns,and lead through
least uncertainty. A skilful sportsman
will chose the plainest turf. Then, much
depends on the starling. It we stopto
witnessthe outset of our fellow, we may
pursue in vain if hisspeed equal our own :
We can only enhance hiz trinumph by als
lowing him a close ruic success. Profic by
the experience of your predecessors ; but
if you attempt to shape your own course
by the progress of a cotemporary, you
will always be behind the world. Take
no undue advantage in the starting; oths
erwise you may lose the prize though you
arrrive first at the goal. Take your fair
share of weight, or you will still be found
wanting in the balance of your judges.—
The man who is unwilling to bear his
share of the burdens of society, however

brilliant his career, is deserving of no gsv}
teem, and must fail at the end of the-

course. Abova all things, beware of .bolf’
ing. Remember Ohidal’s unfortunate

d.gression .rom the main road. Wiaen
once you have taken the line, preserve it
with your eye, and pur.ue it with unaba.
ted ardor, rosiembecing always that thece
is rest at the goal. Lastly never be diss
couraged wi le any thing remains to be
gained. Though you !ind yousself in the
rear, you may still save your distance, if

rot become the winner; for to be distans
ced is disgrace, And now, should this
analogy be judged a plausible one,the
ardor of the course is eaplained by man's
love of a picture of lifu.

A SPORTSMAN.

MISCELLANY.

* Yarious, that the mind of dosultor
Studious of chango and ploas'd wit]
May be indulged.”

man,
novelty,

WRITTEN FOR THE CASKET.
A FRAGMENT.

The fresl bresze was curliug up dark
ripplos on the bosom of Ontario ; the Just
gleam of day rested upon the towering
forest like goli'en loaf, wheu forth from
a corner of the wood, and from a narrow
creek was scen to glide & boat, small, and
swimminglike a swan upon the water, Its
motion was like the arrow from the Indian
bow, propelled by a tall and ghastly 6-
gure, which stood erect, and used a pad-
dlo, as if taught to despise the ordinary
power with which the common race of
beings would use it. In the stern sat a
form, with countenance far Lrighter than
the lwilight which shadowed all around,
her face to heaven turned, her luxuriant
bair floating wildly in the wind. She
raised her hands as if to emplore high hea-
ven to forgive, ther breathed to the wind
a ghort but fervant prayer. Al now was
hush—he who propelled the boat threw
from him his paddle, then turned to his
coempanion, and with voice, siwweet, and
mild, much unlike what his countenance
would indirate, exclaimed, “we are now
near, too near eternity, my Helen ; would
that the mystlery whicl: hangs over you
wero dissipated”—+Oh ’fis this mystery
that brings death upon us.”

“Mystery ! Mystery ! ! is there a mys-
tery that hangs over me or conduct of
mine " replied this lovely being, “Oh if
there is say what, and 1 will free myself
fromit; and perchance, Henvy,it may
alter your dread resolution.”

Henry then raised from his seat, and

from his bosom drew both a poniard and
a letter, and giving the latter to Helen,
he says “read this, and if one word not
true thou dare to utter, this steel shall
drink thy blood."”
. Trembling and half fainting, Helen re-
Cce’wes, and reads the letter then bares
her bosom, and exclaims “stick me dead,
for [ would not live and have thee suppose
me false.” “Thy ring 1 lent thee, and
taou entrusted it toa sister. I am ins
noceot.”’

“Good heavens! what bave I done?”
Henry cries, “the mystery's gone--thou
art innacen. 1 have wronged thee,
wronged thee much.”

Lorexzo.




