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1REPLY TO J. B., m.

IIEAVEN AND) TRE SAIN\TS.

MRn. EDITOR :-The last sentence of J. B's strietures in the April
numnber of the Christian Banner, if 1 undorstand it corrcctly, amiounts
to an announicement that hoe declines farthcr discussion on the subjeet
of future punishment. Such bcing the case, I amn perfcctly willing
to icave it, as it now stands, to tixe determination of your readers ; satis-
fied that nothing whici lias been advanced by 1dmi, will hiave convinced
any who catertained doubits as to, the truth of a. doctrine which is a libel
alik-e upon the justice and the goodncss of God. Withi your permission
I will therefore proeed to notice lis article on licaven and the Saints
which appeared in the January numiber.

The essay may ho considercd as consizting of twvo parts, the :flrst
treating of heaven as a definite loeality, and the second of that locality
as the future dwclling place of the saints. Since the' seriptures teacli
that there is a place, tixe abode of Ilthe blessed and only 1>oteutate,
thec King of k-ings and Lord of lords, whio only bath inuniortality, dwell-
ing in lighit wçhichi no mnan can approaclh unto ; whoîn no mlan bath
seen nior eau sec ; to vhoin ho hionor and power everlasting, amien"l-
withi tho former part, but little fauit eau hc found. But as the right-
cous are uowhiere proinised au entrance iinto that nio.st hioly place,
the latter part of the irticlc is more objectionabie ; and, as willpr-
ently be shown, coumplctely fails to accomplish the design of the
writer.

It commences ivith ftxe insinuation thiat to believe this carth to bo
the future abode of flie righteous is ecjniva]ent to believing that
agiiculturo and pasturage will 1ce thecir ocup)ation. NLowv While it is
truc that the carthi will bo eultivated and yield abundantly iu the coni-
ing ago, tho Bible does not teacli tixat the iinxxaortalized ,saiiits uvi1l ho
tho cultivators, neitieri is sucli a doct'rine held hy tho>e, m h1, believ-
ixïg the sure word of prophesy, look forward with confideiice to the tiino
ivhei Il sucli as are blcsscd of God shahl inherit the earth.1 lit is inot
rîglit, thii, for J. 1B. to try to prqjudice peoî.de's iiincis against thu
trutli by cooxpiling, Nithi it that wvhich is false.

The first passage quoteci to prove that heaven will bc the future
homne of the rigbteous, is Johni I ý. 3(*., and the que>tion is ahd
". where thonr ivas Jesuis going I" Assurely hoe was ixot going to hecavea.
lc was goiug whiere tixe aposties could, in tinie, foiluw hlm. lIt could
not bo to the Father, for Jesus hiad a littie boorc ,aid thiey could ixot
follow lin> there-verse ;33 ; )Yhither I go ye caniiot eumeý-aid the
~passage frorn 1 st Tinothy, quoted above, distinctly says that "lno man
eau approacli unto hiim." lIn answer to the question, thon, I vould
say, hoe was going forth to humiliation and deatli; and that while the
avents of that memorable, iight showed that at that timne Peter could
not follow hlmi; the Lord's prediction reeordod Jno. 121. le, shows that
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