
CHURCI WORK.

THE RULE .AND GRACE 0F
GIVING.

Ir, the missionary idea, or th6
principie of propagation, lies at the
basis of our holy religion, if the
command of our Lord to teacli and
baptize the nations is a permanent
oblig-ation upon the Church, if the
development of tlie g-race of griving,
is the mneasure of our progress in
the other glraces of Christian char-
acter, if our means, whether great
or small, are com-mitted to us as a
trust to be used for, the gylory of
God, then are we supplied with
pressing reasons wvhy we sbould

.discharge, our*financial duty better
than 'we have done. But we will
flot do better until we are more
thorougbIly dominated by the high
est moetives. NJothingr short of
religtious principle wilI supply tho
steadv 'flow and abu-ndant volume
of beneficent rivinir whIich is dle-
manded by the exigencies of the
field in which our work is to be
done. For cvery glace that can
adorn the Christian life, and every
motive which can set the Christian
activities in operation, takes its
rise in a systein which is itself
from first to last one magnificent
proC-e-ss Of tiVing. "GOD S0 loved
the w,.orld that he gave Ris only
begrotten Son." "Christ loved the
Chu rch and gave Himself for it."

Hei that spared not Ris own Son
but delivereci Hum up for us ail,
how shail He not with Hum freely
grive us al] tingcs." CoD's gifts to
us pass the line of mere beneficence
and lead us back to the mystery of
incenceivable sacrifice. Kot only
do vhey dower us wiith presen-t
benefits, but they lift lis to the
heights of hope so that we behold
their duration as coïncident -with

the eternal year of CoU) Himself.
The reasonable response of the soni
is imnitation of the divine muni-
ficence and self-sacrifice. Beauti-
fully symibolie of tho mission of
the grentile wvorid, redeeiuied and
regenerated, was that act of the
wise meon at Betilehem: , lAnd
when they were corne into the
bouse, they saw the youing child
with Mary, bis miother, and fell
dcwn and worshippecl himn; and
when they had openecl their trea-
sures, they presented unto him
grifts, grold and franlkincense and
mvrrh." Less than hiaif a century
after the scene whviceh St. Mattheiw
thus describes, St. Paul wvas wiit-
ingr to the Church estalbiished in
the gay and dissolute city of Cor-
inth: "As ye abound in every-
thing, in faith, and uttorance, and
knowledgre, and in ail diligence,
and in your love to us, se that ye
abound in this gyrace3 also"-tlie
gtrace of givingor.

SCIENCE A'N]? CHRISTIAN
TRUTII.

I CHEE,,.RFULLY lay every article
of the Christian faith by the side
of conclusions of physical and men-
tal science, discoveries and infer-
ences of geology. The mirror of
divine truth which the Chnrch
keeps, wîhl flot be broken or dim-
med. It will add brightness to all
which has its nature. It wil
dazzle out of sight, by its reflection
of heaven's light, ail wvhich. is "of
night and of darknLess."

I appeal to history and the ages,
and my confidence finds support.
What theories u-pon which mén
have staked reputation, ivealth,
life, have been struck down by op-
posingt theoriesi What declarations
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