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gregations, and amonyg all our people ine
creased eurnestness is required and greater
activity should be evinced.  Never shonld
we relax our efforts, nor allow our zeal to
flag while there is a single soul uusaved,
And when Rome teaches us a useful lesson,
Iet us not despise it, nor yet be slow to learn
from her.  We have a purer system than
she pussesses, and it is of the utmost im-
portance that all Christ’s faithful followers
should arouse themselves anew to prayer
and labour. Rome is not asleep, but is
busy and active. Lot us imitate her zeal,
aud labour mcre ardently than we hitherto
have done.

CHURCH FINANGE AND RINISTERIAL IN-
GOME,

BY THE REV. SAMUEKL HOUSTON.

The mode of raising funds for the sup.
port of the guspel is gradually undorgung
a revottttion, it not vver the whole Cluis-
tiun worid, at least in the Presbyteriun
Church of the Lower Provinees, ‘Lhat a
mude of that description is necessary, that
is tosuy that woney has to be taken into
account in such a sucred and spratual or-
ganization a3 & Church of Gud, hardly
needs any defence now.  There has buen
a time when of a man mentioned woney
from the pulpit except in & mutlled and
apu.ogetic tune, he ran the risk of destroy-
ing lns usetuluess for all time o come.  Of
the people there are perbaps a few spuci-
mens vewaining yet who lovk upon tue
advancing tide ot growng liberany aud
the aliered spirit of the Christian peopie
under the large measure of attentivn given
to that subject trom the pulpit with uis.
may, and who utter in an undertones that
the Church is in danger. If thae be any
biessing of God resting on the Church it
will be scen that such vatcinations are
thuse of false prophets. So insigniticunt
huwerer, in point of number and ffluence
are those becoming, that it is hardly worth
whiie to take them into account in weigh-
ing the value of the growth that is guing
ou.

‘That there was something unsatisfuc-
tory in the past mode or modes of Church
Fuance, the majority of the people now
see clearly. The tendency of pew rents
was evil and only that. In two directions
did the evil work. It excluded the pour
alwgether, or almost altogether. It wus
the custom in many Churches to have a
certain portion set off and denomnnuted
“frec pews.”  This wag looked upou as &

' very meritorious scheme; it was one that
wus lauded much.  The result, however,
was to introduce into the Chureh of God
distinetions, which of all places in the
world ought not to be found in the Church,
There are plenty that will never enter o
Church door rather than proclaim them-
selves paupers by occupying the free pews.
1t is very wicked of them acting su, tho
narrow it means have no business to think
in that way,but think in that way they do,
1t is to be feared that many who vecupy
the pauper pews are so craven hearted, so
lust 10 sebi-respect, that it does not muter
much whether they atend or not. Lhen
again the pew system works badly in the
glaring  inequalities  which resuie from
it in those that pny for the pews. It
compels the hardworking man who has
difliculty in making ends mect to pay as
wuch as the mivionaire.  From that stand-
point it is intrinsicaly indetensible. It
would bes waste of words aml ol lugic to
spend time in battering  that vown. “Thas
want of success attended it is not to be
wondered at.

Ot late years there has been a discussion
going on avuut what is called * Systemaric
Benetieenee.”  Lhe phrase badly needs to
be explained.  Itis the ductine of giving
to the Lurd on principle, or on system,
rather than at vandom., The whole mate
ter has been at raudom hitherto.  Sume
men gre generous by nature, and they
would give large sums from time to time,
especially when a powerrul or eloguent
appeal was made.  So much depended on
the elogquence of the speaher that for vpen-
ing of churches or to sceure u colleetion
or 8 church debt the most famous preach-
erin the buly was usually besct with up-
plications, and lor the anmversaries of
benevolent and  religious institwiivns paat-
torm oraturs of cily tungue were much in
demand.  The coitection might be swelled
up very considerably by the enthusinsm
got up. At last, huwever, it has enteed
mto the thoughts of many that such an ar
titicial way of suppuiting the Churclt or
the benevoaence of our age 15 wrong, that
there is & mwore excellent way.  Even those
that dwell on the quasi sphitual heghts
where any reference to ** fisthy luere” wils
feard with incftubie loathing, are begm-
ning to descend to more suber and mure
practical levels. 1t is tound that ministers
as well as other mortals, must pay rent if
they live in a house, mast pay tor food
and clothing if they eat and wear, and if
they give entertainment to a brother min-
ister when he cumes alung, more than
taith and prayer ave needed. It has been
discovered, though ali huve not been ini-
tinted into  the discovery yor, that they
have to pay their bitls in hard cash just a3
oth.r men du.  That being so, even were
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