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P>ERo: who rqmIare to tise bags have their attention
called to the advertiseiment an this issue of Messrs. C.
W. Allen & Co., Toronto, manufacturers of ti "lDandyè
bag holder. a paitent des ice for holding open the nouth
of the bag while il is being tilled

ilE subscriptiun hst of the M :CiIANIC.\IL AND I ILL-
ING Na:n is growing ai an incrcasingly rapid rate
every month. The large number of new naies added
since the brginning of the prescnt year is nost encour-
aging to the inmblisier, and vill prove an incentive to
hin to still further increase tlte interest and .alue of
this journal.

"t(;0 % limi*Nl.\ i .xt.-monoposlati-polhtical corporation"
is a nev naine jusî >ticed for lte Lamadian i'.ttlfic- Rail-
way Coipany by the JhI ? lit od ufftail. It is
loped tiaat otur contenpor.tr a manspation is nul derived

fromn thinkng tapon thie loss to Anerican ralways occa-
sioned by the diversion of Ainerican trade through
Canadian channels.

OATMLi..anillmgni is nuh overdone in Canada, and
il is announ:ed that a nunîîa.ber of the persons engaged
in the business have decided to go out of it. If the pri .
sent condition tif the flour narkt continues, a numaber
of flour mill operators will also fand it necessary to
abandon thcir calhing for soneithng whici will ofTer
better returns for mltoney and labor 'nvestel.

Tith attention of Our readers is called 1o the adver-
tiseinent of the Canada jule Co., of Montrcal, whilch
appears for the first line in this nuiber. This oid-
estabisied coînpany, indimg thicir present facilities an-
adequale to the dimiands of thir busmness, are about to
move into new and coinnodtous prenises, built specially
for their accommodation. In the April number of this

journal will appear an illustrated description of the
Comatpany's iew quarters.

Mit. GAltsoN's Bill in the L.ocal Legislature respectng
the examintation of engincers and inspection of steai
boilers lias been icferred to a special coimittee to re-
port uipon the wisdomn of is provisions. Il docs not
seeîn probable that the Bill will pass the 1 loise this
session. li noving the second rer 'ng of the Bill Mr.
Garson stated that there were 6,ooo bollers for station.
ary engines mn the Pros ice, and of this nîtumber the in.
surance comapanes reported 700 to be in an tnsafe con-
dition.

AiERIICANs are tioted for thteir inventive powers In
fact the patent oflice reports w'ould secin to how thai
rvr .y fifth or sixth man in the country is ai inventor.
And yet, strangely enough, no tian lias attemtpted to
establish lis title t the one hundred thousand dollars
offered as a prize by the busimess nen of ButTalo to the
person wio shal present a mltethod of successfully utiiz-
ing the water power of Niagara Falls for tmanufacturing
purposes. If the inventive Yankee can't capture this
prize, why doesn't sone Canadian divert his attention
fromt patent car couplers, etc., innig enough to do so?

A.%ixIiCAN maillng journals are in accord iithl the
opinions lately exptressed in these colunns that the
scicie advocated by the London Mi/lr of formning
British syndicates to purchase 'Manitoba wlcat for
grinding in Englisi mîtills, would not prove successfuîl.
Such a scheimte maigit atford British mnillers-temporary
relief front Amaerican couipetition, but il is only a glues-
tion of a little tilmea wien the wheat of the Canadian
Northiwest will be ground in Canadian tmtills, situated in
the wheat.groving regions, and exported as flour to Bri-
tain. Then the British miller's condition will be even
more discouraging than ai present.

I' is but a few itontls ago since Pennsylvania en-
joyed a ionopoly in natural gas, and manufacturers
there were the envy of those in other parts of the world
w-ho had heavy coal bills to pay. Now the situation is
greatly changed. Natural gas lias been discovered in
various parts of the United States and Canada, and bids
fair tu becomte an every day coinmodity. The people of
Chicago are just now very mauch cxcited over the dis-
covery of natural gas in the very heart of that city. We
shall not be surprised to iear that somvie enterprising in-
vestigator has struck a never-failing supply of this
mîodern steam producer and illuminator in somte of the
back yards of Toronto.

1HE decision arrived ai by the F:shery Commission
appears to give satisfaction to some and dissatis-
faction to others on both sdes of the fne. Il does tot
appear to us that Canada ias been compelled to sat ri-
fice everythng l her neighbors, as some newspapers
afarain. It dues seei clear, however, that we have hlad
to give away somie of the privileges which undoubtedly
belonged to us. Further than this, there can no longer
be any doubt that England thinks more of retain'ng the
profitable carrying trade of the United States for her
merchant marine than she does of securing for her de-
pendencies their riglts and privileges. The day is not
far <listant when Canada nust decide what her future
position shail be.

THE bill introduced into the Ontario Legislature by
Mr. Balfour, whtich proposes to take away the right
fron municipalities to grant bonuses to manufacturers,
comes a little late in the day. Had such a measure
been passed a year ago, sevéral Ontario towns would
not now be mourning the results of efforts to purchase
fictitious prosperity. So many municipalities have
latc> reaped the reward of their folly in this direction,
that no Act of Parlianent is now required to prevent
the repetition of such mistakes i the future. A burned
clhild dreads tle fire. The bonus hunter is beginning to
be appreciated at his truc worth, the bonus craze will
soon cease, and as we have already said, the assistance
of the law-imakers is scarcely needed to hasten its exit.

I i s gratifying to note ltat legislation is being sought
with the object of curtailing the immense damage annu-
ally resulting fron bush fies. The bill introduced by
Mr. French, member for Leeds and Grenville, in the
Local Legislature of this Province, provides for the ap-
poantment of fire guardians by the township councils,
whosc consent must be obtained by persons desiring tu
start bush fires, and whose fees must also be paid by such
persoins. The idea of committing the safety of forest
and other property an a township into the hands of the
township authorities appears to be a good one; and
such a system as the one proposed would be more

likely tu be ef'cctively and cconomtaicaliy adninistered
thana if the supervision of the whole province wvere
undertaken by the provincial authorities.

A Flw figures will serve to show the value to Minne.
apolis floutr shippers of the new C. P. R. route through
Canada, and also the value of this cariying trade to the
C. P. R. Company. Minneapolis last ycar turned odt
6,375,250 barrels of flour, of which 2,522,030 barrels were
exported. A very large proportion of the balance was
shipped to Boston and the New England States. The
distance froti Minneapolis to Boston via Satult Ste.
Marie is 1,400 mtiles; via Chicago and Albany, 1,559.

hlie distance fron Minneapolis to Liverpool via 'Mon.
treal is 3,947 miles, and via New York 4,463 utiles. If
the United States authorities do not adopt the exatuple
set thei by the Domimnnon Governaeit, and refuse
bonding privileges to shippers over the Canadian route,
the 'Minneapoi3 people and those of the C. Pl. R. will
have cause for congratulation in such a tuutually profit.
able arrangement.

TriE adverse judgmtaent passed tapon the value of the
new Russa .. 'at grown in the Nortihwest last season,
as coipared with the hard Red Fyfe variety lutherto
growl there, will doubtiess reccive the consideration ils
importance dcemands. Since the proposai was tirst
imtade to substitute a new variety for Rcd Fyfe in the
Northwiest, the MEcHiANicAl. AND Mit.iGNG NEws lias
counselled caution iii miaaking the change. It is wvel
ftiat caution lias been exercised and experintetis maie
to determinae the actual relative valuivs of the two varie-
ties of grain. lihe result of these experimtents leaves no
rooi to doubt the proper course for the farmers I r the
Northwest to pursue. A dilTerence of ii to 12 cents a
bushel in favor of the hard wleat should be suflicient to
decide that point. hlie farmers of the Northiwest should
now devote their attention to miaking the arrangements
necessary for getting the seed into the ground at the
cariest possible date in the spring, in order to avoid the
danger froi early frosts.

WE take plicasure in direcrting the attention of our
rcaders to the third aniual report and financial state.
nent of the Millers' and Nianufacturers' Insurance Co.,
which will be found on anothter page. hlie Company
which lias been in existence less than tharce years, prac-
tically demtonstrates the efficacy of their plan of work-
ing by the results as therein shewn, for in addition to
the low rate (averaging about 25 per cent. less than
ordinary rates) they have again declared a bonus divi.
dend of to per cent. to continuing policy holders, pay-
able on renewal of their policies, and carried the sum of
$:1,191.78 to reserve. The benefit accruing from the
system of rigid inspection by this Company is shown in
the fact that whereas, on the business for tite past year
of other companies whose statements have been pub.
lished, the lusses alone averaged over 64 per cent., both
the expenses and losses of the Millers' and Manufactur.
ers' combined is under 50 per cent. Manufacturers
nust feel that for a Conpany restricting ils business tu

special hazards, the report of this Company is highly
encouragimg.

THE printed reports that have appeared almost daily
for ionths past regardng the sufficiency or insufficiency
of cars provided by the Canadian Pacific Railway for
noving the grain crop of the Northwest, have been of
such a contradictory character as to niake it very difli-
cuit, if not impossible, for people in the cast to fori a
conclusion concernang the facts of the case. It is to be
hoped, therefore, that the offer of the Winnipeg Board
of Trade to pay the expenses of a member of the
Toronto Board of Trade who should be appointed 10
visit the Northwest and examine and rer rt on the situ-
atton, will be accepted. If there is foundation for one
half the complaints made by 'he people of Winnipeg and
other Northwest towns, something should be done be.
fore another crop is harvested to afford the farmers of
the Northwest the facilities necessary for gettintg their
grain to market. If the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany hope to enjoy a nonopoly of the carrying trade of
the Northwest,they must provide transportation facilities
on a scale commensurate with the necessities of shippers.
If they are not prepared to do this they should be con-
pelled to divide the business with other companies.

VERY prompt and decided action has been taken by
the heads of manufacturing establishments to prevent
the passing by the Legislature of Mr. Nairn's Bill to
compel the registration of Ilire Receipts or Conditional
Sales. Largely signed petitions against the Bill have
been secured from all parts of the Province, and large
and influential deputations representing the manufac.
turing and agrhultural interests waited upon the
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