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of the Immacalate Concoption, thuse “ wWise virgss -
who, with their eyes fixed on the Eride, diligently, Ly
foarfessly.await the cuming of the Spouse.

Why must there be an ond to days of such pury
delight ? It is because this place is o ‘Thabor, and the
splendors of the Transfigaration cannot be prolonged
hero on earth. From these heights we must once moy
doscehd into the plain to fight the good fight, fortified
a8 we have been by this contact with the very soures
of all strongth and salvation, encouraged by the
oxample of our fathors in Jesus -Christ, and assured of
the protection of Mary:.” Farewell then, ye holy moun
tains, the sceno of the most wonderfal oveunt of moden
timos ; farewell, blossed grotto which Mary's virgin
foot deigned to rest on during her interview
with_a young and modest virgin; favewell, yo ro
that trombled with gladness when yo re-ochoed th
name of Hor who is Tne ImacuLATE CoNoEPTIOX
Farewoll, venerable Basilica, farewell also to the
Christ (1) hanging betweonheaven and earth  n orde
to draw all men to thee!

And whilst 1y soul is Lreathing these messages o
love and filial gratitude to bo borne to their destinatin
on the wings of angels, the realistic locumotive i
bearing mo furthor and further from this iand
miracles. Althoogl there was no demonstration, th
pilgrims’ return was a veritabio triumph.  Tho hearw
of thoso whu had heen curod wore filled to vvoidosis
with joy and gratitude, whilst those who rotarnd
without Lhaving been delivered from their infimiti,
had their hearts filled wiih hope and confidenco, beizg
entirely decided again and again to storm the Towe
of David, and do viviewce to Heaven by their prayen
Al], without exception, returned from, their pilgrimg
odifiod, consoled and furtified. The traiu in which

(1) A colossal crucifix stands on one of the neighboring hill-tops



