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coming off, are very apt to draw off others that are
ready or nearly so. In this case two or three top
swarms may. and frequently do, cluster together,
causing the beeheeper considerable tronble to
separate them, especially if he does not understand
it. Al this is avoided by practising artuicial swarm-
ing. It also gives the bee-keeper control ov.r his
colonies ; he can make few or many swarms, just as
he thinks best or as the season will allow. Aruficial
swarming may be practised by almost any bee-keeper
with movable comb hives, and the e¢xpenenced
apiarian may do 8o even with common box or straw
hives, but not so successfully.
B Elaner = 21 ST

Profits of Bee-Keeping.

et et o s e =

SeEmNG a statementby Mr Baldridge in the Bee Juur-
nal for November in regard to the profits of an apiary
owned by Mr Silas Way, has prompted me to give a
statement of one owned by myself and son We had
at the commencement of last winter one hundred and
thirty-six stocks, very lightly stored with honey, as
the season had been tho most unfavourable for honey
I bave known during the twenty-eight years I have
owned bees  Our bees came ont in the spring alive
except two stocks, and both of those starved. But
ong large Italian left about fifteen pounds of honey
which they could not get at, because there were ny
winter passages through the combs.  After they were
set out in the spring, we lost some stocks by starvation
apd brood rot (foul brood), so that when the honey
season opened we had about one hundred and fiftcen
healthy colonies. Three-fourths of these had to be fed
grcvious to that time. We fed them on cheap sugar
Swarming commenced on the 14th of June and ended
on tbe 14th of August; the Italians taking the lead
at least two weeks, and closing later by three weehs
than the natives. A number of our young Italian
stocks swarmed in August, after filling ¢ight boxes:
and the one that came off on the 14th of August,
gathered honey cnough to winter. We lhave two
hundred and four stocks, besides one that we have
sold—making ninety young stocks, all in good con-
dition. Many of our natives did not swarm at all,
but I believe the Italians all swarmed.

Amnexed is the statement of the year's produce of
honey :

Honev in glass eapd sl .

6 155 pongds
Stmined honey, 80idicee e anaan. .. W

Strained honey on hard 2By«

Box bopey onhand ..iiiveniias. 4SO

Hoewey uwsod 1z family or given away . iw
725

Ouar bees are mostly Italian, andare as pure as can
be found anywheres bred by Mr. W. W. Cary. of
Colermn. Ma-s . who possesses superior sdv it gxes
for rearing pure Itahan queens, and 1s a man per-
fectly reliable in all rcs*n-cts

I think we bave greatly increased the value of our
bees by the introduction of the Italians It seems
to give new life and epergy to all their movements,
bowerver slight the mixtare with the natives.

X have given the amount of honey vur bees have
stored, and naw 1 will give the produrt of a single
stock of hybrids whieh I bad in alarge box hive
It cast o &w vm on the 20th of Jun  Tins § putinto
a bive on which I use four glass baxes, aud from
which we tunk fourteen full hoxes of seven pounds
cach  The mother stock cast a second swarm, from
which we took four hoxes, making together cighteen
boxes, or one hundred and twenty-six pounds of
houney I then transferred the wld stock, and should
thinn it wiald weigh a bundred pounds  There be-
ing no voung brood to hateh I think the contents
apart from the hive, would weigh seventy five pounds,
which. added to the surplus above, would make two
hundred and one pounds, besides three swarms in
good condition to winter.

We had other Ita'ian bees that did equally wel)
Once cast a swarm and filled fourtcen hoxes, and the
cast Gilled five boxes, besides some only partially
illed, and cast & swarm. Anether Italian swarm
came off on the 2nd of July, and filled twelve boxes.
Our lmuoy was mostly gathered from clover, and
80ld for thirty cents @ pound.—Cor. in American Bee
Journal.

248 A Massachusetts bee-keeper says that to take
a handful of tansey, catnip, or some other highly-

sceated herb, and rub those parts of hee-hives that
are infested with ants, will quickly and effectually
abate the nuisance

Ber-Ererers’ Assoctation.—At the last Towa State
£air, an Association of Bec-keepers was formed, no
fewer than 150 m>mbers joining the organization at
the ountset.
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Annual Mesting of the Fruit Growers'
Association,

B

Tus annnal meeting of the Frait Growers' Associ-
ation of Onfario was held on the 15th January, at
tue County Buildings, Hamilton  William . Mills,
Esq, I'resident, in the chair.

The attendance of members was large

D W Beadle, Esqg Seeretary read the minutes of
the nutamn meeting, which were approved.

The Reeretary <tited that there was a balance in
the hands of the Treasurer to the eredit of the Asso-
ciation.

The President delivered an interesting address, the
publication of which we reserve for another 1ssue.

Ar. A, M. Smith read the report of the Fruit Com-
mittee. The repurt we give below,

The mesting then proeceded to the election of
offiv ers for the ensning year, with the following re-
sult :—

Presideat— Wm 1 Mills,Esq., Hamilton, re-elected.

1st Vice-President—M. A Morse, Esq , Smithville.

2ud Vice-President—Professor Buckland, Toronto.

Secretary and Treasurer—D. W Beadle, Esq., St.
Catbarines, re-elected.

[rot Comnuttee Geo Leshie A M Smith, Chas.
Arnodd W Goldsmith Johin A Bruce, Esgs.

The punlivation Commuttee were re-appointed.

On motion of XIr Morse, seconded by the Rev, Mr.
Burnett, a vote of thanks was tendered the Secretary.
A vote of thanks was also tendered the gentlemen
who had read reports, and the County Council for
the use of their room

The Secretary informed the medcting that in the
new Agricaltural Bill it was proposed that the Presi-
dent of the Fruit Groners® Association would bave a
seat at the Counenl of the Board of Agriculture.

It was decided that the summer meeting of the
Asgueiation be beld at Toronto, and the autumn
meetimy at ~t Cathatnes at the call of the Secretary

REPORT O THE FI;('IT COMMITTEE.

REPORT OF MR. A. M. SMITH, OF GRIMSDY. .

Tie past year has been, in many respects, an un-
faveurable one for fruits in the section for which X
wug appointed to report , still, we bave had a part of
a crop and I will procecd to gave you the observa-
tions 1 have made, haping theugh they are imperfeet,
yeu may be able to gath v some ioformation from
them, and, i vnder to be systematieal, I will take the
fruite in rotation gesing thor comparative time of
npemng quantities & -

SrRAWBERRIES — The Strawberry crop bas been
very light. owing to the extreme drouth of the season.
Wirlson™~ Albany stands at the head of the hist for
geueral cultivation, and 18 too well known to need
any description -ripe this year 20th June, and yield-
ed only about h.f as much this seasen aslast; and
the same might be said of nearly all the varieties,
Triomphe de Gand stands next among the tried sorts
with me-~about o week later than \ilson's, and a
much better berry, though notas productive. Jenny
Lind Hoveg s Seclling, Macavoy s Extra Red, Rus-
sel s I'roldtic, La ¢'onstante, Troloppe's Victoria, and
many others, have their admirers, and are well worthy
the attention of amateurs; bhut I do not consider
them profitable market berries  There ave several
new varicties clauming attention which have been
fruited, for the first time in this locality, this year,
the most prominent of which 1s the Jucuuda, or
Knox's 700. a Serdling of Knox, the great Strawherry
grower of Pittsburgh, I'a. e clauns that it is the
best and most prolific of several hundred varieties he
cultivates~ valuable for its <ize, flavour, productive-
ness, hardiness, firmness, long-bearing, &c. It cer-
tainly promises well here  Thefrait is large, similar
to tho Triomphe de Gand, thongh not so much of the
cock’s comb shapr-~plants simiiar in habit, but more

rodnetive, and said to be much hardier. Metealf's

satly 13 another new varicty which promises well.
1vis of good sizo and flavour, n good bearer, and
five or six days éarlier than Wilson's Albany. The
Agniculturist, Brooklyn and New Jersey Scarlet,
bave bheen froited bt fail 10 sustzin the reputation
they have in New York as prize berrfes, though
the scason has been unfavourable for o fair test of
any variety of fruit. Smith's Seedling I exhibited at
vour June meeting, and you had an opportunity of

testing it. I can claim nothing for it beyond ordi
nary berries, only its pecnlinr agreeable flavonr
which is admired by many. It i3 a fair bearer, o
medium size, but too soft fux 3 market berry  1he
only inscct which has seriously affected the Straw
berry is tho large White Grub {Lachnosterna fusca)
which has eaten off the roots of tho plants to n con
siderable extent in some localities.

CrermEs bhavo suffered severely from the attack:
of the Curculio, or Plum Weevil ( Conol~ichelus Nenu
phar), though wo have had a partial esep of nearly
oll varietles. Early Purple, May Duke, Gov. Wood
Knight's Early Black, Elton Black, Tartarian and
Yeliow Sp:nisﬁ aro among thoso that havo sueceed
ed best, particalarly the Yellow Spanish. Mr. D
Vandusen, of Grimsby, picked over 400 quarts from
two {frooes.

CoRRANTS AND GOOSBERRIES were stripped of their
foliage b{ the Currant Leaf Caterpillar ( 4hrarss
ridearia) in many places, and where they escaped
this fnsect, the drouth diminished their size so thas
tho berries and crop both were small  Among the
currants, the old Red Dutch Cherry, and White
Grape, seem to succeed best.  Houghton's Seedling
is the onrly Goosberry that I have seen that would
poy for cultivation here, on account of the prevalenee
of the mildew, which it is proof against. It bearsa
small berry, but is a very prolific bearer There je
snother insect which is destroying the Currant bushes
to n considerable extent—the Currant Stemn Borer
(Trochilium Tipuliforme). It is a small white grub,
similar in appearance to tho Peach Tree Borer, and
is the larva of an insect about half the sizo of 4
honey beo, which deposits its eggs in the stalk of the
Curront, and when "i)t hatches, it works its way up
the heart of the bush, eating and enlarging as it goey,
till it eats its way out and becomes an insect, des-
troying the bush entirely.

RasppERRIES have been scarce, on account of the
drouth, too. A few of the Antwerps, Brinchle's
Orange, Belle do Fontenay, &c., made their appear-
ance ; but the Black Caps seem to be gaining favour
the most of any in ourlocality. Doolitile’s imnproved
is the favorite, and has stood the drouth well.

BLACKBERRIES are not cultivated as much as they
should be. The Dorchester and Laswton have heen
grown to gome extent, and prove to be a valuable
fruit. The Dorchester is the earliest and hardiest.
but the Lawton the largest and most productive, and
continues a long time in besring. The Kittaunny
and some others bave been planted this year, and
will be heard of in a year or two.

Prrus are almost a total failure. Where the Black
}(not has loft any trees, the Curculio has taken the
ruit.

Pracoes were but s parfial crop, owing, I think,
to the extreme cold of last winter, and the cold winds
of s rinﬁ Early Purple, Honest John, Crawford's
Early, Eariy Barnard and Jagues Rareripe, were
tho varietics that proved the best with me ~ I have
heen shown two or three Seedlings, grown by J ¢
Kilborn, of Beamsville, which I think worthy of
notice. He has an orchard of over 200 trees, mostly
scedlings, some of which he exhibited at the Provin-
clal Pair at Kingston, and took prizes on them , and
agho - member of the Association, I would suggest
ho be invitad to exhibit them at our next Atamn
Meeting, sliculd they be in season; for although n
large portion of our members are prohibited by cli
mato {rom raising this delicious fruit, X am sare they
would be interested in auything new pertaining toit.
The Peach Trce Borer (Zrockilium exifiosum) is the
greatest enemy we have of the inseet kind in the cul-
tivation of the Peach It is a small white grub,
which burrows under the bark at the voots of the
trees, sometimes girdling them entirely, and thus
destroying them. It assumes the insect form about
the middle of June, and soon begins to depesit its
eggs in tho bark of the trees near the ground, ready
for another crop. The most effcctual way of destroy-
ing them I have found, is to haunk ap the cartl around
the tree while they are in their transformatory or

upa state, which prevents a great many of them
rom getting out, and when they deposit their next
crop of eggs, they have to leave them higher up on
the trunk of the tree, and when the dirt is levelled
away they are more ecasily reached with a kmife, or
some pointed instrument, to dig them out.

GRAPES have been a fair crop, and the season has
been favorable for ripening thew, though ton dry for
largo berrics in some places. Many new vareties
have fraited for abnut the irsy timo this year, and 1
shall give the older ones but o parting notice and
confine ty remarks to tho,new. Tho Isabelia bas
riperied well, asd Is still the favorite with some.
Clinton i¢ ga{ning favor as & wine grape Iartford
Prolific fa atill in favor ags an carly grape. and has
not droggcd its berries asbadly as usual this year.
Concord bears tho palin for hardiness and produc-
tivencss, though I think itis destined to be super-



