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What is Pure Breed ?

A considerable amount of nonsense finds its way
into tyge, respecting what aro termed piive breeds of
domestio enimals,  Sauch guestions ag tho followin
ara constanti~ asked : ** Aro Brabhmna o pare breed ¥
“Are Black Namburghs n pure breed? &e.. &vo.
These guorics gbviousty owe thelr origin to n cop-
fusion of tho distinction that exigls between different
snimals, and bebween different varieficy of the same
animal.  Let usillusirate our meaning by an exzmple
or two.

A hare is n puve-hred anunal, because it i3 tolally
distinet from alt other snimals, or, as naturadisis say,
it constitufes u distinet speciea. It does not breed
with other apimals, for the so ealied leporines are
only large rabbils ; anad i it did, the offpring wonld
he o hiybrid or mule, aud nlmost certainly sterils or
incapable of breeding  In the same manner the com-
mon wild rabbit is a pure breed. This nnimal pogiesses
the capability of being domesticated, amd, vuder the
nrw circumstances in which it is placed, it varies in
size, form, and colour, from the original stock. By
carcfil selection of theae varietivs, and breeding from
those indiy idnals which show most strongly the pointa
or fualities, desired, certain varieties, ov as they are
ternied, breeds of rabbils, are produced and perpelu-
ated. Thusg we have alterations in the tength of the
varg, in the colour of the fur.in the size of the animals,
and 5o on, 1t is obvious that by care, more new varie-
ties may be produced and perpeluated, Thus, by
mating Silver-greys of differeat depths of colour, n
white animal with black extremities is often pro-
dnced, and has been perpeluated by mating them
together. Now, in the sirict sense of the word, no
particular variety of rabbit can Lo said to bea pure
breed, as, like all the olhers, it is descended from tho
wild original. In the same manncer, we may deny the
applicability of the ferm pure breed to the varieties
of any domestiea.al animal, even i, as in the case of
the dog or sheep, we do not know the original from
whish thoy descended.

Al that can be awerted of the zo-called purest
bred variety is that it has been reared for a number
of years or generations withont a crosy with any
otber varicty., But it ehould be remembered that
overy variety has been reared by careful artificial
«election either from the original stock or from otber
varieties.

In the strict sense of the word, then, thero is no such
thing as an absolately pure breed—the term i3 only
comparatively true. Wo may derm tho Spauish fowl
a pure breed, beeause it has existed o long period.
and obviously ceuld not be improved by crossing
with any other known variety ; in fagt, its originas a
\'ario!{ is not known. But many of our domesticated
birds have n much more vecent origia.  Whero were
(arne Bantams fifty years ago?  The variety did not
vyist.  They have been made by two modes: breed-
ing game to reduce the size, aud then crosaing the
“mall gamo fowl so obtained with Bantamsz. Yet
Gamo Bantamy, as al present shown, have quite as
good a claim to the titls of & pure breed a3 any other
variety. In fact, every variety may be called a pure
hreed that reproduces its own likeness tene to form
and colour.

Tie statement that Brabmas, Black Ilamburghs,
Torkings, &c., a3 pure breeds is meaninglesa. if it is
intended 1o imply anything more than that they will
veproduce their like, which o mongrel cross between
two distinet varieties cannot be depended on doing.
‘There is no doubt but that many of our varieties have
heen improved by crossing with others. The cross
of 1he bulldog, thrown in and bred oul again, has
givea stamian to thegreyhound.  Aund akhough gene-
rally denied. there i3 no doubt bat that the Cochin
has in many cases been employed to give size {o the
dorking  In the same manner new permanent varie-
ties of pigeons avo often produced, generally coming
to us from Germary, in which country the fanciers
are much more experimental thaa in England, where
they adhere to the ofd breeds with a true Jobn Ball
or bulldog-like tenaeity.—The Field.

_Tue Bramus Fowrg—We think the Brabimas (espe-
cially the dark), ave the coming fowls, and well
worthy the sttentios of pouliry-rearors this spring.
To those who do not wish to part with their barn-
door bens, we commend the fall)lowing.mzx Brahma
cock of ours was seat to 8 cottage with bara-door
fowls leet summer. Some eggs waso sot.  The pro-
duce tarned out to be uncormonly good-looking—
and they laid oll throngh tho winter, when eggs were
selling at 1s.4d. a dozen, snd common hous wers lay-
ing none. Thoy nlio besama  clackers” or sittersn
week ur two ago, when all in our part of the conniry
were in seacch of hens for seuing, and could not
obtain them, :

If any one wishes a nice-looking, useful bep, we
have seen notking that we can recommend 0 much
a= 3 cruss between & Brabia cock and common harn.
quor fowl~ELcoflish Farmer.

The Qplary,

Beez do not Injure Delicate Fruit,

I hesing bevn scated by o vornd memborn of the
Cinclnnasi Huriienitural Sociely that bees seriously
injure grapes and ether delicate fruits, & committve
was appoiated to lascetigate the sulyect. In answer
to a call wpon im, Mo Dastet, Garu ot Cincianati,
write2 as follows ¢ .

In responso to the reguest for my opinion as to
the benefit or ingury arixing from the honey hee
being kept near viueyards and fenit gardens, and if
tho honey bee punctures the grape and other delicate
fruits, 1 must admit T onco entertained the crroncons
iden, derivest from tho opinion and prejudice of
olhers—that hees were injurious to grape culturo and
wine making, 1 have, however, lopg since changed
that opiniox, and now, from a knowledgg of facts,
ohservation amil experience (having several colonics
of bees), 1 helieve bees do nol—can nof, punciure
fruit, they having enly o tongne or preboscis with
which they suck ncetur and gather their feed. (For
an illustration of thia fact, see a magnified represcns
tedon o Langstroth's most valuabie practics] te-atise
ou the “ Hive and Honey Bee,” page 217.)

In times of searcity of other food they avail them-
selres of the work of wasps and other lacects, that
cut and puncture the ripe, tender, Juley frait,

My vinevard nod wine press are very near my
beeg, and 1 have nof Jost or heen annoyed by thefr
depredations, but I have by was-ps, horacis and
yellow jackete,

Beo keeping, and o study of their wonderful saga-
city. natnre and peentiar habits, are very intereating,
and shonld be regarded a3 an intellectual departinent
of rural cconomy, and properly managed, may be a
sonurce of remuncerative profit.  Beesagitate and carry
pollen from flower to fower, and thus promote fecun-
dity and Bnprovement of fruits and Gowers, and very

properly deserve the attention of our valuable ipsti-}

ttion, the Horticuliural Society.

1 observed Iast sensen~—the most disastrous to hees
I ever experienced—the white clover, a principal bee
feed, and for best Lhoney, disappeared, 1 believe from
drouth. nnd more speargrass appeared in lawns and
meadows than before. The lecust blossoms, a very
im?ormnt support of bees, and for honey, only par-
tinlly opened and dropped from the {rees before
expanding. So this year. now the white clover is
abundant, and springs np afier the speargrass is ent.
Tha bees swarm late, but are now encouraged, and
gather and store beautiful white honey very fast.
It seems, from instinet. they knew they could nat
support un incrense, and did not. I 8aw no drones,
The nmale bees--that do not work- and even old
colaaics, as well as those tmprovudently divited, had
to e fod at great expense, or perished.

It would be profitable to introduce for bre pasture
the Datch white elover, a medinm size hetween ouy
common white and larger red clover, that afords
greater quantity of nectar, but eannot bo reacked by
the tongue or praboseis of the cammon bee. 1 have
sowed some this spring a8 an experiment.—(oualiy
Gentleman.

t@ne Fouschald,

Fault-finding with Children.

Mrs. 1, B. stotwe, in the Ateatie Muniluy, thas
exposes this common mistahe, - Children are wore
hurt by indiseriminate, thonghtless fanlt-finding than
by any otwer one thing. Olten o child has ail the
sensitiveness and all the susceptibily of & grown
person, added to the faults of childhood. Nolhing
about him s right as yet; be is immature and faulty
at all powats, and evcrybodf feels ot perfect liberty to
criticise him to right and left, above and below, till
ho takes refoge io callous hardiness or irritable
MOTOSEHEss

A bright, noisy boy rushes ia from school, eager
to tell his mother something ke has on his beart, and
Number Oue cries out—* Db, zon've left the doer
open! Ido wish you wouldn't always leave the door
open! And do look at tho mud ‘on your shaes!

ow many limes must I tell you to wipo your feet ¥
~——* Now thore yon've thrown your cap_on o sofa,
agsin, *When will you learn tobang it &p T'ew—' Don’t
put gour slate there ; that isn ¢ the place for it.——
*How Jinty sour bands ere ! what have you been do-
ing s -~ Dou st in that chair ; you break the springs,
baaneie g, —— Merey * how your hair luoks! Do go
up-stairs and comb it~ There, if you baves't torn
the braid ml off your coat! Dear me, what o boj
—'Don’t speak 80 loud ; your volce goes throughmy

heald’' X waal fo know, Jim. if it was you that
broke up that barrel that I have been saviag for
brown four)—'1 believe it was you, Jim, that %nck—
edd the side of my razor.’— Jim'a been writing ot my
deak, and bioticd fhree sheets of the best paper.'—
Now, thequestion i3, if any of the grown people of the
famity had to run the gauntiet of o string of criti~
ciams on thewcelves equally true o thoss that salnte
unhmk?' Jim, would they bLe any betier natured
thout it thon he 38?7 No, but they are grown up
people , they have rights that others nre bound to
respect.  Evergbody cannot tell them exactly whot
he thioks about everything they do. I every om
did, wonld there not be terrible reactions?®
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Cool Water,

At this st aeon of e year a cool draught of water
4 a luxary which we may enjoy with a little carc~—
By the folluwing w “odd, simple and inexpensive,
water may be kept a.most us cold o8 ice.  fot the
jar, pitelier, or vessel used for water, be surrounded
with one or ware Jolds of vorrsr cotlon, o be con-
gtantly wet 5 the evaporation of the water will arry
off the hieat from the snuidv. and reduce it toa low
temperature.  In India and other tropieal eonntries
where iee cannot be procured, thiy expedient is cor-
mon.  Let every mechanic and laborer have at the
place of his work two pitcker thus provided, and
with lid« or covers, one 1o contain fresl) witer for the
ey poration, and he can always have a supply of cold
water in warm weather.  Any person may test this
by dippiag a finger in water zad holding it in the air
on a warm day ; after doiug this three or four times,
he will flnd his finger uncomfortably cool. This plan
will save the hifl for ice, hesides being more health-
ful, The free uye of ice water often produces de-
rangement of the internal organs, which, we conceive
is due to a property of the water, independent of its
coldness.~—.Maine burmer,
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o Insi Crotu—Inox Crotses Lixe~Like your.
self and your  Constant Reader,” 1 was once go ili-
informed of the progress of the fiuc arls a3 not to
koow what an iron dishcloth was. But seeing one in
use at the house of a friend, I learned from a young
Swiss gentleman, who bad presented it to her, that
they were in general usc in bis native country, and
he had accidentally seen a cask full at ap importer’s,
whitch were gusaleablo in New Yeorl, and had become
vusty. and looked upon 38 old iron. I procnred a
dozent and  Jistributed them amwong my friends,
Thes ~oos bocante bright frons use, and are univer
sally clarsed among L. s-¢ articles which © we wonder
how we cver did without.”  These are made of rings
of fraq wire, No. 13, linked together, and arc about
st invhes sguare. 1 counted fifteen rings ou one
edge.  One ontside vow of rings is only conneeted
with the other at each end and an inch or two in tho
mididle, which makes two in the midile, and forms
twa loops to bang it up by, Bvery kitchen mnid who
has seonred the iaside or outide of a Lettle with i,
prononnces it better than scraping with a knife or
seonring with eloth and sand.  They are very flesible
and 1 imagine must be like chain armeor, which I have
read of, but neser seen.  We also find it asefal to put
nnder o pot, or kettle hot from the stove, when we
wish to place them on » iable. We have used owrs
1o yoars. . i

There is another iron convenienee I have used six
years, and which is a3 good as ever, that I would
recommend to housekeepers—galvanized iron, tele-
graph wire for clothes lines. It never rusts, need
aever be taken in, never breaks down and Jets the
clothes fall to the ground and have to be rinsed
again I hope my experience may be of somo nse
to your readess, and to your paper. ¥ fecl much
indebted for valuable information on various subjects,
~M. 8. T. in Country Gentleman.

Forutrore Varsisi—A. correspondent says, when
black walnntormahogany-colouved furnitare becomes
discoloured or damaged, any one may,nta verysmall
cost, * shine it np,” like new. Provide a few ceats
warth of burnt amber and Indian red. Formahogany
colonr, mix Indian red with copal varnish till the right
colonr 1s secured 3 thin with beazine, and add o little
boiled linseed o)} if it dries faster than desirable.
For black walnut colour, mix both pigments in such
Proportion as 18 necessary~-American Anriculturist.

DaxoErors Lase Ors.—The following issuggesied
as ap infilibl> method of detecting dangerous lamp
oils :—Take two teacupfuls of boiling water and one
of cold. mix together in o small basin, dip ont a
capful of the mixture, aud pour in its place a tea-
~poonful of the oit to be tested.  Apply a blaze, and
1he dangerous oil, vr those capable of igaiting below
1209, Wil immediately take fire. Otbers will not
ignite~—Prairie Farmer



