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At Grand Rapids, Mich., where there are |

immense deposits of gypsum, it requires ten
railroad care a day to convey from that place
the quantity required by farmers «s a fertili-
7er.

Recent experiments in England have
shown a net profit of $105 per acre upon
land that was systematically irrigated ;
whereas, upon similar land of the same tract,
when the irrigation was omited, the net prong
was only $13 per acre.  The “Great ameri.
can Desert,” that once occupicd so large a
space on the maps of Western Terntories,
will nearly all be made productise by irn.
gation,

The manufacture of beet sugar promises to
become a very large interest in Cahfornia,
where the yield of the beet is enormous, and
the climate highly favorable to its abundant
yicld of saccharine matter. Two large suga-
ries are in successful operation; one at Al
varado, the other at Sacramento, A third
is mentioned a3 about to be organized on one
of the Tule Islands (Sherman) where forty
tons of beets per acre are expected to be rais-
ed. An average crop on the uplands is about
twelve tons per acre, worth at the sugary $5
per ton.

During the last few years experiments in
growing and curing raisins have becen made
in various localities ; in Sacramento, Santa,
Cruz, Tulare, Napa, and other counties ; all
of which have been entirely successful. The
raisine produced have been repeatedly and
thoroughly tested, side by side with foreign
varieties, and have been found fully up to
the standard of the best imported, Quite a
number of cultivators are preparing to go ex-
tensively into this business, ard it is proba.
ble that California will soon be a large pro.
ducer and exporter of this article of com:
merce.

The orange grows and matures by out-
door culture in (‘alifornia without requiring
greater attention, care or Jalor than peach
or apricot.  This has been satisfactorily de-
monstrated by, numerous experiments in
various localities. Major Holden, of Stock-
ton, found his trees, even at six years old
from the sced, to bear fine crops of fruit.
And wherever the orange flourishes the
lemon willdo aswell.  Very few erops are
ag profitable as the orange, and a large pro-
duction of this fruit in California may confi-
dently be expected.

The vast quantitics of figs that annually
reach the markels of the United States,
chiefly from the countries that border the
Mediterranean, ¢annot be imported at less
than about twenty-two cents per pound in
bulk, and California may, and probably soon
will, ina great measure, supply this demand.
In that favored scction the fig tree, at ten
yearsold, is found to yicld on an average
150 to 260 pounds of dried figs per year, and
200 trees can be grown on an wure, making
for the aere 30,000 pounds, which, at ten
cents per pound, gives 23,000,
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Hiscellancous.

“ Erteuse baste and a bad pen,” as the pig
said when he breke ont,

Py the use of machinery invantad within
the past treuty years the farmer's boy can
often o the work of t(n men.

The Ontario Car Company, of London,
have recei-ed a contract for the sipyly of
33X hun-red catt'e, {11t and tox cars foc the
Canata Southern Railway,

The bacn and outbuldings, belonging to
Mr. Wm Kennedy, Verulsm, wis destroy
«d by fire, oa Tharsday night las>  Loss
about 22,000, Jorur.d for $L000. Sup
pose’ to b= the act «f an incenifary,

Mr T. ¥%. Cooper, Provincial Land Survey-
or, of Geelph, left on Monday wmorning with
a large party of men, on an extensive survey
for the Dominion Government in Manitoba,
and we tnderstand will be absent for six
months.

High cultivation means deep and thoraugh
working of the soil, thorough pulverization,
liberal manuring, clean culture, and bounti.
ful crops of all kinds, and, conpled with good
judgment scldom dissappoints the expecta.
tions of the farmer.

The N. Y. Times says.:—1he rain which
fe)l on Saturday night and Sunday was
an event of fur greater importance than usn.

ally attaches tothe occurrence of May show.
ers  In this imwediate neighbourhood it
eaved crops of many millions of dollars aggre
gate value. How much it was needed could
hardly be imagized by one who bad 1ot seen
the extreme backwardress, especially of the
sma ler erops, such as strawbesries and peas,
Even more signal than the benetit to these,
however, was the putting an end t» several
of the devastating forest fires iu this State
and Pennsylvania

Thy Messrs. Graham, of A:dooroagh,
started for Manitaba last Friday. Is willbe
rewenvered, zaye tha St Thowas Jlome

Juurnn, thst they were sefferers durivg the
Riel treunles and_wers obliged for their per-
sonai satesv, to lesve the maritwy, fhey
woro av well satisfied with tke courtry, Lhow-
ever, that they now retura toit wich the in.
teation of makioy ittheirfutare heme Mr.
Dona'd Sirclair of North Yarmouth, with
three sour and a daughter, left for the new
provinge Jast Munday, Mr, Sicclair's sons
a few yeas ago bought farms in Mickigan,
but hecrivg such glowing sccounts of the
North-west they concluded to sell out ard
seck new homes in the better country, They
are the right rort of men to settle in Mani-
foba

A farmers’ club han bean established at
Pleasant Ridge. After a%opting aconstitn
tlon sud bye-laxs the following officers were
elected, Mr. G. Terhiune, President; R,
A, Chatterson, Vice-Pres't; D. Brunton,
Secretwy ; 8. Fairchild, Treascrer, Coue
mttee - Mr. 8, Chatterson, Mr. J. Moler.
mond, Mr, C. Cox. Af'er the clectionfot
ofii ers, the Clab procecded to discoss the
que-t'on ;—*¢ Does s'mmer fsllowing pay 7’
Asg the tims for sdjonrnnent arri-ed be
fors +he «uetion way arythng Fke ex
halsted, it was decided toresumo the éis
cuwion at the next meeting, whi-h wiil bs
held on the cvealog of Jure 1st, at § pom.
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Oshawa ig cne of a large nuuber of places
whers laborers are exceedingly 2earce. In
referring to the matter the Vindicalor says:
—The corporation rometises cannot get a
sing e mon to wirk on the ridewalks and
drame, and the briek yards are not half foll.
Catpenters zud bricklaycs ave in alimost ay
great demand.  One bulicr alone, Mr.
Dingle, would cmplos twenty tive moreif they
conld be ottained. Theteis woare glad ta
say, a pro peet of obtaining cmigrante.
The town authorities have written to Que-
bea and Torento for emigiants, and have
reccived a prom’ss from the forwmer plice.
It #s the intention, we believe, upen being
notitied of their arrival. to tend up Mr,
Burke to make a sel:ction of the men we
want 30 that wo shall not ba troudled with
helpless sots as has been the csse

A corrispondsut of the Rochsator (N Y.)
Union, wrnttog from Batavis, N, Y., on
w ol gr'wing, taye, that s gen leman In
thas wcintty, vam d Ludk, has a flock of
pars Vermont blooded sheepthat was sheared
tn Msy 10 b, Flerces weie ¢ levon months
and s.ven Cays growih., Six'y breeding
wwr, fom waleh fifty 1.mbs have beem
rajzed “this sessop, sheared 720 pracds—12
1bs, per heac

Une yradi g ewe sava & 17} 1, flosce—
weight of sheep afizr shoaring, 6% lbw

Aldtenn, alx yesr old buck sheared 271
Iba  Welgbt of carcass 142 1bg

Peerless, one yeoar oid, thesr.d 23 12.16
1bs,  Wiigha 115 1bs.

Add-s'n 2d, ans year old, sheared 20 1.16
s, Weight 102 1bs,

An Eastern exchange says that Newx Or.
leacsis contending for the Western trade in
earpest. The Illinois Central Railroad has
an elevator at Cairo, and persons connected
with that company ewn a large elevator on
the levee at New Urleans, and a floating cle-
vator for transfer direct from barges to the
European steamers. Thus corn in bulk is
haudled as readily as at Buffalo or Chicago,
Ahout two hundred and seventy thousand
bushels of corn, carried to New Orleans in
barges, were transferred to ateamers for Liv-
erpocl within ten days, The total freight
and charges from Cairo to Liverpool
amounts to less than tte charges from Chi-
cago to New York. An English company
has contracted to furnish a ficet of iron
barges for the river trade, and has subscribed
nne hiundred thousand pounds capital to the
enterprise.

From a New York city paper we learn that
Mr. Seward, speaking Pof the great wall of
China, which he examined during his late
trip to the East, says :—¢¢ The Chincse have
been for at least twoor threethonsand years
a wall-making people. It would hankrupt
New York or Paris to build the walls of the
city of Pekin, The great wall of China is
the wall of the world, It is forty fect high,
The lowest thirty feet is of hewn limestone
or granite. Two modern carrisges nay pass
cach other on thesummit, If has a parapet
throughout its whole length, with convenlent
staircascs, buttresses, and garrrison housesat
every quarter of a mile, and it runs not by
cutting down hills and raisibg valleys, but
overthe uneven crests of the mountaing and
down through their gorges, a distance of a
thousand miles, Admiral Rogers and I czl-
culated that it would cost more now tobuild
the great wall of China through its extent of
one thougand miles, then it has cost to build
the fifty-five thousand miles of railroad in
the United Statés. What a commentary it
is upon the ephemeral range of the human in-
tdlect to sce this great ntilitariae enterprise,
s0 mnccessary and effective two thousand
years ago, now nob merely useless, bug an
incumbrance and an obstruction !”



