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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

by their conduct sought pardon by humble suppli-
entiens both of God and their neighbours. Their
repentance being fully proved, they were received
again into the bosom of the church, and became en-
titled to those outward privileges which had been
suspended during their obstinate continuance in sin.|

We ought, as individual members of our church,
so far to comply with her requirements as to avail
ourselves of this solemn season, for a particular ex-
amiénation of our own hearts with a view to our deep-
er penitence. And may God give us grace to be-
ware of imagining that repentance is a temporary
affection ef the mind, peculiar to certain seasons.
—1TIt should be the employment of life, 6 every
hour, every moment that we live, have we need not
only to supplicate heaven for our daily bread, but
earnestly to solicit the forgiveness of our trespasses.
—While the language of the lip must be accompanied
with corrésponding feelings of the soul,or it will not
be acknowledged for true repentance, by Him who
knoweth the secrets of the heart. We must lament
our sins ‘¢ worthily,” that is, with sorrow adequate,
if possible, to the enormity of our offences.  With
¢ worthily lamenting our sins,” the church has very
appropriately connected ‘ acknowledging our wretch-
edness ;” ‘and surely none can venture to assert that
‘this language is too humiliating—rather ought we to
thank the Almighty for a form of sound words,
which as often as we would go back to the sugges-
tions of unassisted reason, recals us forcibly to the
essentials of the Gospel in the knowledge and prac-
tice of which our forefathers lived and died, and the
‘beuefits of which, we hope, they are emerging in the
kingdom of heaven.

Thus we have briefly considered the nature of
that repentance which needeth not to be repented
of. But we must not forget that with pardon for
the past, our church iustructsus to implore that God
would create and make in us new and contrite
hearts for the time to come. This view of repen-
tance as connected with a renewal of heart is very
important, For what is it that makes repentance
necessary, but that the heart of man is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked, and needs
tobe cleansed from all its impurities,

To inculcate repentance, therefore, without re-,
novation of heart, would present a very inadequate
as well as unscriptural view of the subject.

And now to sum up the whole matter, I would
conclude these remarks, by observing that the high-
st blessing which man can enjoy upon earth is that
for which the Collect under censideration teaches
us to pray—* perfect remission and forgiveness.”

Oh ! who is not astonishell when he considers
his trangressions, and the love of God, which offers
to us pardon, and reconcillation—who can forbear
acknowledging Him as the Collect expresses it, to
be indeed a ** God of all mercy.”

Let us thenlearn te look up to Him with gratitude
and love, as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier,
assuged that if we pray as our Collect directs us to
do, He who hateth nothing that he hath made, and|
doth forgive the sins of all who are penitent, will
love and forgive us; will faveurably receive our pe-
titions, and grant to us perfect remission and for-
giveness, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
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